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Abstract
This study demonstrates that grammatical gender assignment in Arabic
figurative masculinity and femininity cannot be reduced to formal grammatical
rules that merely allow both masculine and feminine usage. Rather, it

constitutes a deeply rooted semantic and cultural phenomenon shaped

by linguistic usage and collective linguistic taste. Through an analysis of
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Qur’anic evidence and Abbasid nature poetry—particularly the Diwan of
Ibn al-Mu‘tazz—the study shows that the choice of grammatical gender
is closely linked to symbolism, connotation, and expressive context. Many
lexical items have acquired a stable figurative gender that has become an
integral part of their semantic identity. The study further reveals that poetry
employs figurative masculinity and femininity as effective rhetorical devices
for constructing aesthetic imagery and intensifying meaning. It concludes
by emphasizing the need for an integrative approach that brings together
grammar, semantics, and culture, enabling a deeper understanding of

Arabic as an expressive system reflecting the Arab worldview.

Keywords: Figurative masculinity and femininity, grammatical gender,
linguistic semantics, pragmatic usage, cultural symbolism, the Qur’an, Ibn

al-Mu‘tazz.
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