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Abstract

This study examines the concept of intertextuality as a critical and literary
phenomenon based on the interaction and interpenetration of texts,
whereby a new text is formed through the incorporation and transformation
of prior textual elements within a renewed semantic structure. The research
addresses a central question concerning whether classical Arab scholars
and literary figures were familiar with the essence of intertextuality, even if
they did not employ the modern term, and whether intertextuality represents
an indigenous feature of Arabic literary tradition or a concept derived from

modern Western criticism.

The study aims to trace the roots of intertextuality within Arabic literary
and rhetorical heritage by identifying its manifestations in classical critical
concepts such as quotation, incorporation, imitation, and adaptation. It
further seeks to demonstrate that the multiplicity of terms reflects a unified
underlying phenomenon and to highlight the role of intertextuality as a
creative mechanism that contributes to the construction and enrichment of

literary meaning.

Methodologically, the study adopts both historical and analytical
approaches. The historical method is employed to investigate the presence
and evolution of intertextual practices across different literary periods, from

the pre-Islamic era to the modern age, while the analytical method is
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used to examine selected textual examples and reveal patterns of textual
interaction. The findings indicate that Arabic literature had long embodied
various forms of intertextuality prior to the emergence of the modern term,
and that the Qur’an, in particular, served as a central intertextual source

that influenced literary expression across centuries.

The study concludes that intertextuality is not merely a process of borrowing
but a dynamic and creative act involving transformation, reinterpretation,
and textual renewal. It affirms that intertextuality represents a deeply
rooted feature of Arabic literary tradition, demonstrating continuity between
classical heritage and modern literary creativity, and underscoring its

enduring role in shaping Arabic literary identity.

Keywords: intertextuality, plagiarism, parallelism, quotation, allusion,

deviation.
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