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Abstract

This study examines the concept of citizenship in the Lebanese context as a
regulatory framework governing the relationship between the individual and
the state, based on an integrated system of rights and duties, and on the
principles of equality and participation in public affairs. The study proceeds
from the hypothesis that the sectarian political structure constitutes a
structural obstacle to the realization of effective citizenship and contributes
to the reproduction of sub—national loyalties at the expense of national
belonging, which negatively affects human rights and societal security.
The study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology through analyzing
relevant constitutional and legal texts, reviewing theoretical literature, and
linking them to a critical reading of the reality of political and social practice
in Lebanon.

The findings indicate that the rule of law, despite its importance, is not
sufficient on its own to consolidate citizenship unless it is supported by civic
culture, citizenship education, and state institutions capable of ensuring
substantive equality and social justice. The study further concludes that
the transition from a state of sects to a state of citizens requires a long-
term cumulative process in which legislative reform is integrated with
educational, cultural, and political reform, thereby strengthening inclusive
national identity and reducing internal divisions. The study recommends
strengthening the role of the state and civil society institutions in promoting
a culture of citizenship and linking it to development, security, and stability.

Keywords: Citizenship — Human Rights — Sectarianism — The Lebanese
State — Democracy.
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