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Abstract

The title has gained a prominent position in modern linguistic studies,
as it is regarded as a semantic space and a multi-dimensional interpretive
possibility. Based on this conception, the research addresses the role of
the title in interpreting discourse, by revealing the relationship between
the title and the discursive text in the novel Al-Tantouriya (as an applied
model), within a pragmatic framework. The study proceeds first through
the domain related to the structure of the title and its meanings, and then
through the domain related to the semantic interaction between the title
and the discursive text, which encompassed the stages of the narrator
Rugayya’s life. The study concludes that the title Al-Tantouriya played a
direct role in highlighting the affiliation of the narrative discourse with the
referential and historical space of the Tantoura massacre, and in directing
the reader’s reception of the semantic contexts derived from the text, to
uncover a specific intentionality: carrying the act of belonging and the
right of return across generations, by protecting memory from erasure and
oblivion. Thus, it becomes clear that the value of the title lies in combining
the naming function, which defines the discourse and frames it within a
specific context, with the interpretive function, which grants it an extended

semantic depth throughout the discursive text.

Keywords: Title — Discourse — Naming function — Interpretive function —
Context — Intentionality — Memory — Belonging.
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