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Abstract

This research investigates the manifestations of poetic symbolism in the
works of Nazik Al-Malaika and Fadwa Tuqan, two of the most prominent
feminist voices in modern Arabic literature. Their poetry reflects the profound
social and political transformations that swept across the Arab world during
the twentieth century. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach and a
comparative perspective, the study demonstrates that poetic symbolism
was not merely an aesthetic feature but a dynamic medium of expression
for revolution, liberation, and the collective concerns of both women and
society.

The analysis reveals that Nazik Al-Malaika employed symbolism in a direct
and provocative manner, embodying the spirit of social and nationalist
revolutions. In contrast, Fadwa Tugan drew on her personal experiences
and the Palestinian reality to construct a symbolic universe where the
personal intertwines with the collective, opening onto profound human and
national dimensions. This diversity highlights the richness of Arab feminist
poetry and the multiplicity of responses to the defining events of the Arab
nation’s modern history.

The findings affirm that symbolism in the poetry of Al-Malaika and Tugan
transcends textual boundaries to serve as a tool for shaping collective
and national consciousness. Moreover, it underscores the pivotal role of
feminist poetry in articulating issues of freedom, dignity, and resistance to
oppression. In doing so, this research contributes to the enrichment of both
literary and feminist studies, while emphasizing the ability of modern Arabic
poetry to engage with major historical transformations through a broad and
dynamic symbolic horizon.

Keywords: Nationalism — Communism - Palestine — Revolution —
Symbolism
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