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Abstract

This study sheds light on the pragmatic discourse in Durriya Farhat’s
short story collection “Two Faces and Other Faces,” aiming to reveal how
the author employs pragmatic phenomena to construct the condensed
meaning of the very short story. The study addresses core phenomena,
including speech acts, conversational implicature, and the role of context
and presupposition, in addition to the mechanisms of irony, sarcasm,
symbolism, and suggestion. The study adopts an applied pragmatic
methodology, moving beyond structural analysis to delve into unspoken
meanings.

The analysis reveals that the brevity of the very short stories in the collection
serves as a catalyst for employing condensed pragmatic mechanisms. The
author masterfully utilizes speech acts, especially assertive and expressive
ones, to present condensed scenes with deep psychological and social
connotations. She also adopts conversational implicature as a fundamental
pillar for constructing implicit meaning through the deliberate violation of
cooperative principles, which compels the reader to actively participate in
inferring the connotations. Moreover, context and presupposition play a
vital role in intensifying meaning and guiding reception, while irony and
symbolism enhance the sharpness of criticism and deepen the connotations
related to the themes of duality and multiple masks.

The findings demonstrate that the brevity of the stories in “Two Faces and
Other Faces” is not merely a formal characteristic but a crucial factor that
transforms the reader from a passive recipient into an active partner in
the process of meaning construction and uncovering the multiple “faces”
presented by the collection. This highlights the ability of this literary genre
to create a profound impact with few words.

Keywords: Pragmatic discourse, very short story, Dorria Farhat, speech
acts, conversational implicature, context, presupposition, duality.
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