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Abstract

This research analyzes the profound anthropological, sociological, and
psychological transformations that took place in Islamic society following
the conflict between Imam Ali and Muawiya (37 AH), which led to a radical
shift in loyalties from tribal structure to ideological party affiliations. The
research shows how Muawiya was able to polarize Muslims through
material temptation and influence by the Byzantine administrative model,
using a dual discourse, religious and political, to confront Imam Ali and
build a centralized authoritarian system that reconfigured the collective
identity by employing the divine and messianic discourses against the
Imamite discourse to consolidate his rule. On the other hand, Imam Ali’s
discourse represented a moral authority, upholding religious and political
legitimacy as a natural extension of the divine and messianic discourse,
but he suffered from the division of his followers and the emergence of the
Kharijites. The arbitration document was a crucial anthropological turning
point, as it deepened divisions and laid the foundation for political Islam,
which repurposed religion as an ideology to shape partisan loyalties and
spawned deep-rooted sectarian currents. The research concludes that the
conflict between Imam Ali and Muawiya, which was built on oppositional
binaries, constituted the epistemological and historical shift that reshaped
the Islamic collective identity from tribe to party. While Imam Ali sought
to preserve the context of the revolutionary prophetic model based on
justice and morality, representing legitimacy and a symbol of Islamic unity,
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Muawiya succeeded in establishing a pragmatic political system based
on material and ideological loyalties, exploiting religion to serve power.
This anthropological shift still casts a shadow on the Islamic reality today,
emphasizing the power of political discourse to shape identities and change
the course of history.

Keywords: Anthropology, sociology, psychology, ideology, discourse,
identity, formation, transformation, structure, context, binary, dichotomy,
contradiction, religious, revolutionary, political.
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