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Abstract

Islam is still true, with many questions, its concepts, its purpose, and
its trends... To what extent can the warring Arab tribes be united under
its umbrella as a single Islamic nation, not divided by hateful ignorant

fanaticism?

By adopting descriptive analytical rules, in this research; It came to light that
Islam may not be one of the principles of pre—Islamic life, but its spiritual
teachings and religious powers constitute strong foundations for building
its state on justice and equality. And coexistence between religions, and
good neighborliness, to the hatreds of fanaticism and its deadly grudges...

While following his influence and authority; The scourge of material
abundance crept in, the fever of nervousness awoke again, and the people
were exposed to the dangers of Persian nationalism and all kinds of Zionist
treachery. Her being became weak and weak. This conflict continues to

rage to this day.

Key words : Islam, the religion of justice and tolerance, tribal fanaticism,
apostates, hypocrites, idolatry, revenge and fighting, the Jews are people

of treachery and corruption. One Islamic nation, worshiping God alone.
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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the meanings of popular proverbs in
Salam Al-Rassi’s work *Sheeh B’reih* as a model. These proverbs reflect
human behavior in changing situations and carry connotations that serve
educational, popular, and moral purposes. They also showcase diverse
structures and artistic use of language.

The study seeks to reveal the significance of this phenomenon and its
semantic impact, utilizing the findings as a foundation for research based on
*Sheeh B’reih*. Additionally, it aims to present a new and comprehensive
vision of popular proverbs, offering an insightful perspective on the future
and a literary outlook integrated with life—characterized by optimism and
a deep understanding of existence. This emerges through the central
research question: *Are popular proverbs a literary product worthy of study

with meaningful implications, or are they merely common speech with no
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real pragmatic value?*

The study adopts the social and inductive—analytical approaches, given
their importance in exploring the research dimensions. It also employs
procedural tools such as induction, the theory of semantic fields, and
contextual theory to analyze proverbs within their relevant contexts. The

study is divided into three main fields:
1. The Social Field.

2. The Moral Field.

3. The Religious Field.

Key Findings:

— Popular proverbs represent a dynamic literary genre that reflects the

diverse experiences of societies and serves as a mirror of their lives.

— These proverbs are characterized by precision in expression, accuracy

in meaning, and brevity in wording.

— They articulate various social relationships within a community and
attempt to define the correct patterns of interaction.

Keywords :Popular Proverbs — Ethics — Values — Education — Social —
Experiences Relationships — Visionary Perspective.
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Abstract

Dans un contexte mondial marqué par des mouvements migratoires
massifs, les politiques communautaires et les solutions durables sont
devenues essentielles pour la gestion des migrations et de I’asile. Au Liban,
I’afflux de réfugiés syriens a mis en évidence I'importance des variables
sociales telles que le statut socio—économique, I’éducation, le genre et la
culture dans leur intégration et leur résilience. Ces variables influencent
non seulement I’adaptation des réfugiés, mais aussi les perceptions et les
réactions des communautés locales face aux politiques migratoires.

Cette étude vise a explorer comment ces variables sociales affectent
I’intégration des réfugiés syriens au Liban et dans quelle mesure elles
fagonnent les perceptions et les réponses des communautés hdtes aux
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politiques mises en place. Nous cherchons a comprendre les dynamiques
entre ces variables et les défis imposés par les politiques migratoires dans
le contexte libanais.

L’étude adopte une approche mixte combinant analyses quantitatives et
qualitatives. Des enquétes seront menées aupres des réfugiés syriens dans
plusieurs régions du Liban afin de collecter des données sur leur statut
socio—économique, leur niveau d’éducation, leur genre et leur culture. Ces
données seront comparées aux perceptions des communautés locales,
recueillies a travers des entretiens semi-structurés avec des membres des
communautés hbétes ainsi qu’avec des représentants des autorités locales.

Les résultats préliminaires indiquent que le statut socio—économique et
le niveau d’éducation sont des facteurs déterminants de I’intégration
des réfugiés, influengant directement leur accés aux ressources et
aux services. Le genre joue également un rdle crucial, notamment en
ce qui concerne la sécurité et I’accés a I’emploi. De plus, la culture et
les traditions des réfugiés, lorsqu’elles different fortement de celles des
communautés locales, peuvent soit faciliter, soit entraver I’intégration.
Enfin, les perceptions des communautés locales sont souvent fagonnées
par les politiques migratoires, avec des réactions variables selon les
expériences directes avec les réfugiés et la stabilité socio—économique
des régions concerneées.

Cette etude démontre que les variables sociales ont un impact significatif sur
I’intégration des réfugiés syriens au Liban. Comprendre ces dynamiques
est crucial pour développer des politiques migratoires plus efficaces et
favoriser une meilleure coexistence entre réfugiés et communautés
hétes. Ces résultats offrent des perspectives pour améliorer les politiques
communautaires de gestion des migrations et de I’asile.

Mots—clés

Migration, réfugiés syriens, intégration, résilience, variables sociales, Liban,
politiques communautaires.

58



-

4addal)

Ao Agaae ye ldal Gl 4als 2011 ale 3 435 Aa)) gV ail die
Al e iy @A) ol il a8 coayelall il (e 3 slae (3
Al ALl Gl alend gy Y Osle 1.5 e ST ddans g5le 6.8 s
b B 13 Chud Balle GRLY 23y 35)l6e DUl (e B el Gy
i dl 3al) s cdalad)l cleaally sl Laadl Al e A6l lasaca
Amnesty) daialy Lk saa Glub le Jhb 4 cdalaidyly Lelaay)
.(International, 2019

e Bnlildly Zoe LaiaWls bud¥) caiload) (g Baee Lol LI b
Adall Gl ey Gdlle Bise il 8 Gipsidl Giadl) Lad Jeay
e laa¥l dalsall dalid Jilas ) (rsy Canall 130 (8 A ¢{gpull #5530 e
lebeass ol Apat o A pa it plesd) e i ) alaidl)s
g Alla Ay

alad) (gl

Loo ¢l Cladn )Y dgasSa e Glabiiog dalae Ghalie o Gl adiag
50 a5l 4alsy L (Janmyr, 2016) puilaie st @) med oo il
Binall e Apdiaall Cagpllly i) Glasdll ) Jeeasl) Lasaaa Jali
Capaal) adinall Clygacti Cannay ol o Caadlés  Aleai@®Y) La il aalyig
(Gl 138 L e laiaVls (ol o)l 1agh cpiadl) dgng iy 53
cosindly caddailly ¢ oala@Vly eliaV) magll Jie LelaaV) il
World Bank, ) s sewally z L) e oDl )08 e 5 danla Jale 4311,
(2019

59



Gaadl) Axaa]
eandl 3 AAL Gloadl) ST e sanly sl 3 6y Al duhall 38 (uaSs
LS Jon 3uia (55) i ) i) ooy . aia D) s 31y a ccuaal)
o S e el (B Gupsadl a0 dpas b A laal) cbaial ik
dalas ) sl s gy - JalSilly (ilaill Syl Lot Sy Al il
il 38555 A2 Lua 8 Ways05 ¢y siall (il 2 Laxi) e clyiall o200 il

Ll syagdl 5y Aadriad ST Jsla sk 8 ac by Las el Bagll

Gl 43S

D Gaelaa¥) clpidl (635 (ol 3 shan sad lubis 2¢ly Bl 8
o) gl (uSayg . asalall o agh)ds G gad) piadl zlexil  Ly)ena
gl o i saiae lSualian A8 ¢ uinlly calel (55inay ¢[galaiY]s
S b il o3 agnd LS LAdadl Cladina) pe agleliny o)
Al syl bl Jo g iad) slad collalillg ol @Y el g

Gaand) Adicd

S aeabeal o Guysld) s Galadly felda¥l wagll iy cas .1
bl adinall

gl o aghd (e 3ah ol D) el gsie 3 e ) 2

QJ}A:ASb

&8 asalall o pailly zla) il (plad e il @il L3
ol

aealenil Ao () Ailaall A8EN ae TLaY) GuiadUl A8 Jelin (as .4
apaall aainall Jila

60



fad) Lpn
Clrie 33 Al Gl 8 cpysld)l s lexl G A o328 (i i
coaadly cﬁhﬁd\ (5 5hmia § ciﬁdwﬂﬁb :_;CLA.\AY\ @4‘53\ Jadth 4l FS VN
.(Mastrorocco & Schdps, 2018) 4aldl)
Userns Oymadty Juadl) agll 493 () 5iadl) 2 gabaiB|y e ladal) gl o
pealexi) (o a3 e oLl dals Lot cJanll G ylsall ji Ly ]

Sle 53l Jarll (a5 ez LaxiV) S lad) adall) 2 anladl) (Sgina o
el Sl xe Jalsl

aed Jlall e aigth (Sl ABEDN Cahe V) Cas liat L) 4algisguiad)
phdsena o fisd )

13z Lodi) Gt 28 LT dysell et 8 el A8 aelis o8 :ABUEY
o Canaall paiad) A6 go Caalad

Ol gy oo iy Las cdire IS0 Jolim claial) o2 G il dll Xy

Alxials Ale i ST o Laxi) laal Glanal Leae )5 5aa

Gaadl) Cilaal

(aLaiByly oo laial) gagh il Jalas

Opens palalilly Jaall B GinS) ah e (salaBY) sl iy S o o
cpgila Ao s

aslail) 593 dfpa .2

eelaal) zleals il e )3l adeill (s5ie (e Al agd o

oaiall Ll Julas .3

O e Ldlly Jadl st G @Al Ay o

[

61



el ik 4
leat¥l Al o i 4 ALSY) A e Glisiul o
Chudaall aaiaal) Cyguai S5
Sl o layil 2Ky (piadll olad ol paiaal) Cillse Jida3 o
Cliagl andi .6
(.\.GALAJ.\\} U:\:\;M\ '6)\3;\ U:""‘A-‘S AR L_‘leLh.n :\I—Lp.a o

Aagial
L) .1

p2ai) L illy AS) L) G peny Ualide Ligie Candl 138 3 Liadic

cladal e Wlgdie aalizidly ¢Gysm Bal 150 (e dall (3805 Alali Ay
Uil LS L uinlly canladll (gginay ¢ JRA Jadi ulead Gy 2 paal) lalially
Gl Jie plaal (i 8 de 48,k diwad)) Glediadl e 2@ 100
Clald) cpe Yiae 20 Lo Ujiald (iilaal) collalid) Gl edabiaal digally 45 panll
) Sligal) aa splaall YL B 5)< A0 alatiuly el cilgally
PAA |

bl g sk
aliie 4d DUl dilie liliu o
. SPSS Uie gealy aladinly culilyll 7 Slasy) Qa3 o
Lo gl clilud) Jalas .2

8)3S0a) LaladY ) apaaty DLl Jidail fmpalsall Saa il aladinl o

62



oY) daalsa
AR lubl) Gaudls

Gelaa¥l aadl die dalsn Sl s zlenl G Y clubl) s
JAN 593 5Dl ¢(Lee & al., 2020) A8l ¢ puially caalellly ((salaid |y
oSars o(Smith, 2019) zlexty) & 08 cligmaa (sealsy Sl alellly adiall
aals LS L (Kunz, 2021) kel o3a e Glay) ol Gl A8E0 claladl i ¢
Hassan &) Jesll ey Ciacas Sudll Jie cdiilin) cilbiias cliadll oLl
Jemtt G Dlsall s 8 Uiy e 5yagdl il 53535 ((Thomas, 2022
-(Miller, 2018) z LY

Lhall) cufgadl)

b Jalsall 038 aien et ) LA B il e Adlad) el iles
Jragd Agilie 4050 Olilis ae clplaad) ) Gl i LS L Jald Jilas
G ooal dlia el ) dila) oAl hle o I aneed Canlal)
Glaall Glalldly ddpad) Cladiaa) chjaai i35 ol CaiSis 1) )l
Sl clube e

(oA Jalall

O plast G Alie Jali sl s ) alall Sl Aeala )i
DA G Slsadl o3 S Y Gl 134 Cingsy -iBles Allgs Sl olad 3
Glabis skt & 2elud zleal) o 3figall Lelaa¥) Jalsall Jals Jalas
o) aeal Blels 5]

63



43l sl

A3l il
Gssad) O giadd)

adedl .1

Tiemladll Al ginia 98 L 1

100 4
80 A
60 A
40 4

20 4

0

ml s ¥ (T oolal (o= bewsie (@ @b (00 goels (o -

Ciad) Cp ala®l) (Ggiuna 1ol aey
o atlad e gliasy ol (il 0 % 74 o
Lol e laay) S Jigud *@&;Jjﬁtcs,ﬂ,m\ o

(el oo LiaY) pagll .2

':‘.\;Lﬁl é..".l...aﬁ",ﬂ_g \F:-Ln:::n",ﬂ .ih_..'a_g e 2

BO
60
40
20

S S

[ |

AN (Sfinn s Gadl) )8 2k e

64



< ——— -

el J¥53 5005200 g o e 67% JAa m5li o

WE@QMMJ‘W)FWUJ)LL)AM\?LM@\H o
Al clalaay)

Smadl s 3

R TR | R A, PR BT PRI
: - | . .;,'?J b L.‘ — P n_Pt .3
80
&0
. I
= (- (- bl (z -

Ceiadl) I (e il el 1ol aey
el Vg yedy o)UY 73 o
Okl Gany 4 Sndll i agil 10l :EaY 61 o
S < Sudll (e gl agl) 156 :BaY 22 o

) cria) e 8308 dans GV ¢ T g Y Ble ) G e a3l e
tlas cal Jpmat il 10l (41%

Z;::LCAY\ a@A.l.A.J..I\ G B o

Al ladinal) g AN e o

65



Ll .4

Coid A gl
100

80
b0
: .
20
0 ]

1 and (i - B axl (i - 5 Y (-

) ) Aty Lial) 4605 A3aal 1ol ay
(').\.\Aj. \M‘ | dﬁ 28 Lg_lgf g QJM‘ axs G@A f\;}{}o 5_93 4—\3—\-&..: i}” h\;ﬂ\ ‘:.53_‘93 o)
Lilwiall il .5

el J;Jﬁlfﬂ Badae olaaad __‘gl Cgalgde 5
70

60
50

40
30
20
10

0

(o - O (- (VY (g -

Osad) (s Aibiad) ciliadl) cutad <ol aes

claiall b Gal) lie s Yo (gals <Ll o

D A ae 3 ) 8y Ao linl U g opslny Ja3) o
66



e -

Cm oSl Gala@yly celdal¥) canlall e Alla e bl alss

5y Anle ] (315 Aty LAl (i) falefl) (g giuall Cannsy caddlés ) (piadUl

(oY) = LadV) & agacmyd (e 534 Gl B Cpansy ailad Gl ) (g

GlaY) agild e G 1lde) Gaadlll jelah cands gl a5 ¢ elaayl

Glat a3ae litaty Gudl) (e 5 (olat Wl Gseals aelS casalall 4K

Gilalia¥ly Jal€l) ClSualiny agdl £)g i dadine dalsall 038 2aiy ¢ cpuially
O e Adgelall 258 s3] 303a))

Lasaall cilaaisall

gl a1

falading & o ) gl e S ~lodil 5 §eaS q

o) clacinall b (e Gaiadll e andi 10k any
i G Ll G dipad) Gladind) (0 85% 23 o

o) olad adinall Cipest e g Lolai@Vly Lelaa¥) ClFA)N o

67



A b il 3 2

Com oy pedl Cpin Bl J s g

100

o .

- aal -y - el

Outadld) Jguay da gal) B Aigalall chaddl) il oy

orsad) Sl Jpeas e all 3 s IshaaY :opSliall 0 % 94 o
o (61 1shaadly ol 1l % 6 o
copSlia y o Gl 1S % 0 o

A QS gl S Jseas G ) ) 2500l B plaal) and
elal) o Bl il
Al Al (3 5l e Lialy daleal il sl ol Jali of (Sas o
Adpaall Glaaiaa) Cilgay Glypal e calysdl) oda i o
alddlal) .3

by g Al il o1 gl L, 3
(Basaie clilals maw) Cpfiailly

100
BOD
&0
40
20

- s — -5 g el
Ciadly Adaal) Claaiaall ¢ lBMal) dada Al Ay

68



< ———— -

Aiga cpiadlls dipaall Gladinal) o Gl 2bas o
Lo laiaV) ssnill 33a (pe aj Laa 6550l D30 )l o

Glasina)l oyl (piadl) zaal (Gl Gle B calilll el
sion 3 el ol Ol laxi) G LA (e 850 Aulel (g5is cAduaal)
e 94% Ly ey ) Ayl s delaal clfig (e lae el
o S OB I iy Lee (iad) Jseas i agilial (3 s oLl
CriadUly Al Calaaiaall Al R L Adaal) Ciledinall e sl 3Lall
oaiil) 13ag 5yl Al LR o e B g Aaph D Gl 3 a
Clpslly dplall sl e 4 aalay o (Sey oaddl) Jlay)
Gty Lt dulaal) Cladinall clypat o g giall Gadlal) 1aa Taloy Ldae LaiaY)
e genall (G A B ¢ 15l e Db ¢ D) 2 Laaly

-

Anlaal) cllald)

o Jseradl clubedl .1

1 . _‘lr.."n . -2"-—’: 2 Houlti w1 1 Mo
el JThimie 3 4dia _|.|_|.||._....._|.....||_J.u1=.ll'1

u..-'.'l.u Le ,_:S ".-"u]l by = 14 y g _'H.I_"-.:-LI!_LI :'n.ll.'!.u

el g -

[==] Ln [ Ln

AJ-_-:I.A__r_).

Oyl N Cibeabsen 5 (s pty
LS Jle) e cgmall dlells adeil) e cilubudl K5 o

LG Bl Gaeatl 63BN sl acally dullal) 3lsall ) Claludl 3 o

69



Ly .2

rlad il lgeadtl Al juladl L 2
(b e S daa) Foiallll med ilalan

15
10
5 l l .
O
et Jrna - Julfl Jpon - e SHES me - ol SN cpa 2l -
ctia il bl o cia Sl Eomaioall Flal “_'- i iala Y

JalSil) il andil clllud) 8 (50 dadiioall ulaall 1 by Ay
ol ) LK Dadad) slall b el AL Jie julee adid o
REMEA]

Gsllaal) ALY ol gl .3

813 St glinell ALYl szl o) 55 L 3
(Mbjﬂah)?m&;ﬂUEMI

15
10
5 l
. |
gty - pibgallon o ae DS - Sl ddxal e -
ALl Jpia gl 5 ilalaiall A0
a2

Bagd) 5,03) Ceual) a3 ALY ao B 1ol a)

70



(11) .Glla SV 430 3ylpall 5L o
(12) .daal) 3 40l A0 clubid) 42l o
(9) A 4syal Jint :dsagSall b claiiall pa clshdd) o
s pSlEe 3 J8 e S é.a ::\;d.\.al\ daadl ‘_,.G-EJA Qi o

Ll Dl Ul jeed ) lalid) daalypes A0 3))sal) 30y i
A Ky Lefall e culadaiall ae ClSHEN M4 LS LA Lghs e
e il gl ) Aumsdiall Aalad) WL opiad) 5l sagasall )l
e ) saling g€ (AAIS Cllea acld Lgad B aias Lladl) collalid) G )
Alladl) sl ey <
Jaally adafll Y Jpead o aseal) &lle Kjig emysill oiadUl Alalal)
Gl ey OS] maln o QB sie 35 e a2l o dialall dlejll
& ofadl) Alie o el Gl K5z la) clubi #lad agiy
ClaliaVl sl Lad W el e ciadl JULY) Jsnn s Laainal slal
Ll daal ey L) 3)gal) 335 ) daladl lad) cilalid) 2385 (el
cesallly hyagl) 5la) Cpenil Lo sSall e chladanall we CHSIEN ety Al

5l & Alaall Ul ggals 3 LAl bl Gallal s gan;
gl Greadl i) cilalgal¥ls Al clagliny) ) ddle) oSl
Al Ciladina) & G

e gl L) (ae

5)5Skal) aaalgall — 1

Ofpsi) e dabeiall ezl Coladll e Gl JlaBl) Caad) 13a Jsly
Clilal) aams Alaall OUAlg Capaall paind) Jad 25y ) ddlia) il b

71



Gy ddpaall Cladiaaly a0 08 pe dagite DUl DA e
Lol 8 (i) dgmglly z LaatV L Adagiall mpally cHlAaRI) 3yaa) A3ladl)
sl cpiasll cylas .1

o zladl¥) 3 g Ol anly A8 Lelday) cbiadl .
apany oy Y ¢ lally Ghaedill elie ce Slad (galy L6 k)
sl adinall o Gdilly Al ulas) e

o Sl A ye pgaiany s2n «lgalall e a2l e sy plaay) o
comale Ll G aeliie O AT jely cos 3 ) G R

Dhae agl g ALY agild G i) ey any tddlal) A8 il
o Bl Bl E ¢ hlall e Sl AT Wamy & gus b el

Ce o Cua (Aila) ldad oLl aalg rguiall ulad Jo Guddl .
palaiiY )y Ao Lia¥) shsle) ate Con Jalally I e Lie

dduiaal) Cilaaiaall Ci8lga .2

b Osealuy i) G (65 Adaall Cladinal (e tAilad) claabual) o
XYES O s Al ey o & esllly Ae )y Jie alaidy) cileUadl) aca
el 3w e dasiay

Al claadll g o iU il 8 Sl By AL clabeal) o
SN e Laia¥) Ul b s ) Al Aiad Al 3lsas

0331 iy (i e Gabalsall ey Oslay Ly g ladaY) Gloladl
LN BAY) Ge deallll JSlially Lelaa¥l Glidl (e aghslia oo

e el

72



dlaall clalid) Jad 494, .3
e Jaledll  dypeia Hiladl) Ol 4als Ay AjalaiBy) ciliadl
Glaadl) e arcall DA e sl dgag s o3 (palai@V) ¢ all
L) ddls dalal)
co sl Aal ) Glblld) (mey i ApA cladiiall g Ol
Ghlial 8 el (ulud) laaslly Il aed a6 edulay) cildaid)
3 il
S balally len Ladl Caglae Llad) Ul 6 A aldadl
LGhaliall (s & SN e a5 calaaiY
e Talld) Al B Aladl Ul gelaay) ool e i
A 5 238002 s it 3 D) dlac ] Al agn Cua (o L el
B,k clalady) L2
ub}.aﬂb Q\_JSA:M &Li;.ﬂ\ d}; L@_’.A; éﬁ L;_"\S\ 'é))\.\l\ &L\Lumg\)” UAJM
i Ailaall lalllly ddpaal) hladinally i) cpiadU) Cuils (e Aabidal)
Ol A 3yagl) Bl (B DL lly Adumall £8l5l Liagh
Oggad) O giadl)
alaidy) Adligl) Al .
dua calall iﬁJLmﬁY\ tmj]\ o ool Bllee ChlulidY) amy uSad
Gy 1436 Gl ol G el Gagall e liadU) saa) i
B Aol aaie i NP PIPCI KU PR
Jenads ] Wy 1Y) ales e ol a5l ) AT iy LS
LA GISY) (g Fapaal) 3 k]
Lyl o Jguanlly Aaial) JSlial) .
73



alall lay Aol o e 4300 Galdl aila 35 e (oY b o
Kdee (e Caanllg Jad) O iniad )

JMaiuly caiall o

ALl Jaall Lo Gy 1l Cag )l 8 dead) e (piad S ey o
.«J:mgf\l\ Caadt “;’c (=3}

Ly (gysall gl Jand) Jgimse S (e o Ll Plaiad ) el g8l o
3530 Jandly caliadU) LAl (gas

dpaal) cladisall o

Omiadl) cleaabuws gl .1

(el adimal) ol ey Wl A Anlad) laaludll Gany e a3l e o
slilly Aol Jie Lage e 3 8l Allae Gaysndl 5D igm 1 i
sl denll a3y abasas O o e Ala G YY) cealafl) Jleels
ceoplialll il gall Jaal) i Saiay Laa 8 il

AN oLy L) L2

alsall Jaee gl 1 e ¢l aainall 3 Tieldinly 4818 @il a8 o
~ialally alaS Aalal) cleadl) e Jaalall

oo G (535 agillE (DAl AN CWDEAYL Aag ) LI jln o
cqapadl aaiaall o JSUL)g agdl)

dalaal) clalid)

5agd) clulaw Lat albdas |

adnd A el s BLYL el Gulaall Cplghed) ann oSay o
e Laialy Galait) Jadlls eleie Gl G ¢5laY L jaiin 5yngll

74



e -

Clac day Ay aall Ll 8 oD 35m O Y Clgpmaall Gmns i o
.«&L«B;‘Y\ CLQJJ\EM .Aga_it MJJM &LLQ;\&A é (‘,AJPJ» :L;QLA'_',;‘X\ Cuﬁd\}“

Aol teeal) Jolal) bl il 2
Ofhlsd) mey (g Cua il olad L) Chpdll Gy (Ss5 o
e Loy abady ) JSLial) mran o gl ol yually
tosalll i) b gt 28 3 AN Jlall (oamy Chumall painall by o
e salll 588 i o (Saall (e LY LI Jolall iy Canaall adinally
Gspsid) siadl Ledimy A saiaall ¢ liasdl Bacf lagh i@y oda 236
Gliat e b degane IS .ol b Dlaall cllalllly dduadll Ciladiadly
Ll 3308 (oalai®V s Lo laia¥) g L) ciliSialinn e i 4 slita <l sl
L3y Jald IS Jiumall @l agdl ol QT
Sladinall ¢cppygnd) cpiadU Anlial)l DRI Gileas DR Jala3N el
p3a o ddlially AS5idadl LA 5,0 83 (ailsa dddadll callalldly cdiyadl)
Gl Adagipal) AU s die a0l g b se by L cCile sanall
REPRA|
oo Lially Lalaldy) cbiall) .1
Jeall Jio einla) agilaliinl el Ciligma e siadl K5 rsiadld) o
GEIL aayend Gl e waall i ) edialall Lledlly aladll
Vs aily Cisd 8 ey taaaal U Jie (oalai¥) hEuY) Jsa i)
CAQEN Aa ) e Janin e Cayal
O dgag 50 (e agill Cipcadl) adiaall il el rddudaal) Clasiaal) o
Slo bl 30l DA e Wi ¥ Galai®yly elaal agaldy o

75



Ok agily talghy 138 e amaal Yo L& LAakdl cleaddl Laiia s caillsgl)
ol cpidalsall Jaad) ash o @y Jind (8 il
Ly c(oabaiBV) el o N ilad) Ul anlin :dilaal) cillalid)
30 dygmaa ) A3l Basine 2)lser auagll s plal clias e g slall
iy ol el aal OB L (63 pall ac A it Cunnsy Allad il
cedadlly Gelaialy Galad) el il (Y ¢G3la3Y

Lady Ay 2
Cilainall Jaii L8 e Lloal] 403 ¢y 5iaS V58 Y Lt 2y sadl
& Bl Cagyll) ol BB e (g agan G (Ll dduadl
L) Caiadl Claagd s caladll
Cua Adpad) Gladadl Castia 8 Y] G ol Aduaal) Cladiagl)
aal e s tunat jealic Joan ) Aaal) 33l ge Cislie e O
addgay G Aapall 3ol talshy Casladl ada e aiaall A8
b Lga daalgy cCisladl o laddl ekl @l dilaal) clalid)
Ofzasall aal s ¢t Gia slelie ge (gaYly AlaEl) e Lslial)
& arasag e elaal JelS ol 4 Tale) clias ) oiladd)
e a7 LadtV) dhay A e ilaiie

AR Jalsi) .3
e S B AU e S Joa laaly BE i) sy 10 giadld)
o paaal e LS L agalen Gany lae ccam il Lla (g miy Y agh pele
dedls Gl e Gl Lad la caiy 14l endll 13
CEAY) e GEIL dipadl CGlediaadl dpl el idduiaal) cilaadisal)
Al Y ananl lafy EN Ao 030 o Glelpa ) o35 a8 3 Al

76



~ -

Gaas dalgis ccaglaall oda ikl gall dilaall cilalidl ol Lis s 4laal) cillalid) o
Ol gasall 2af Cany LS L cle fpuall (diag dabide & (py QLN 31 b
Sl Cnadl aainall Gea i) dgae 1Al Agalall ol Gl
K agiy JelE A
b OsSsy Alad) llalllly dipad) cladiaally oiad) G Jiail el
Lt iy S <0 caliad aaylas Cilgay GS1 ¢A0ala®y) Claadll (e agild
Clainall (18 ¢fpasall o i) Llimd e gDl %50 Laid ¢ 3 JalSilg )
GLuldlly a1 Ao saall dlyglall el sBIL Glaia) €T dlaal) cillalidls divadll
Sl Ajlgia Jsla sl 8yppm o sslall ljad) sda Ll e laiaY)
cle sanall 38y al il Coalld) alaBl 3 3a05 bl aies ilalial
i) Addlia
=l jadla 1
Gl Cuiadl) zlati) e salai@yly e laia¥) pagl il .
aaad 8 L) Slale: JRiy Gl e lia¥l puasll G ) calibll s
sl 55 Ol ¢(Harb & Saab, 2014) cpysud) (iadll = lari) (a8
sl LslulY) el ) Jsuasl) 85508 ldad o gealsy Camelall (3
Jalsillg 4 g pall gA thl\ BT
¢((UNHCR, 2016) agaloxils cpiadll Zigye 3330 3 danla 3100 5 aledl
S 8 3k (s el caled o slaany cpdll QLN Lagad ¢5iadlla
33nall Jsumslly dalaiall AT e a3l e o lelaialy Galiatdl 2 Lty e

R

77



gl duad o celdal) galll il .

Lelaa¥l sVl dagye 305 Lt Cgals Cliad Ll G <300 el
Il anlsey zlanill  dsma ) (523 ApuY) il gpanall Balyyy Gl
.(UN Women, 2017) <ibide (<& oSl e laal ciliad Lay

i laai¥) cliCualiva Ao Lasal) 48l iU
Gljlaal) any aalad of (Say Cua Al EN 2o il A& Jalas
& ot O DAY el (S (S5 Al Slaindl e SR 4 L3
.(Hynie, 2018) L) g
i laa¥) Ao dduaall claaiaall cfyjuai il o
Lalld) 5,3 Gt 38 Laiad ¢ 0piad) Jsa Al Cilaaianal <l gl alias
Ll Alee Jagud ‘f :\;\J\A:m\g\ Tvla:\l\ ?g'“ﬁ ‘?PLQJJ\
i laai¥ly ) Clubuw Cpwadl Sluagl o
Crpmentl Lpmsinall Ao gilly ¢ figal) Cappfilly aaledl) iy ajas Abl oa i o
Oaniall Cp Glsll e Jabafl) Jady JalSia med g Uy crlea¥) gyl
.(Scholten, 2013)
tto Y el L2
1 galai®y |y o laial) pagll o
(e loa¥) o agiyad iy il (oalaidyls el pagl) & il K53
ety z Leat¥) e 5y ST (506 i (bl aia g ¢y sefialy () siadllla
cogd dalidl cleadll ) Jseasll Ay dasll (ajp jis
:‘;’,.A:Iﬂ’ &M‘ °

el e Cum oiadl pletil pad e 3m alalll G AL ol

78



~ -

Ao laa¥) slall 3 A Lially Jand) (3 g z LU 4a I il lgall

:L'u..\e.“ °

\)J claalla ‘CLAJ.N\ 4.1_);.\ Lé u.\.uu;j\ u.a\_u Sllia U‘ MJJ]\ )@_Lu
-e@u\ o Aecbu.a\ Ua;m dlé)“ @ba
:&Lﬁj\ °

L5 candganal Haan (6 O Sy oiadl ALY dald G jedas
Aladl) yuleall e (adlin il 1Y) dipad) Cladiaall g s Uayl 3135 38

il g 4jlaal) .3

Gc\.a.\;\ﬂ\ cmjl\ PIs JS}t L.s—d\ AAJL..J\ g_ﬂ_u.f}_“ &= MJJS\ Y qu_u a;m.u
Jadll 550 (aadl) O lad @yl Gua o) zlen) A (salaidlly
O Liah b el aay ¢ ST Agenn (smatty Aallall alell) il gina s aidiyall
ac Al Akl iy Jol Ajlie s STz LaadY) drag olid 8 lsall il
Aol celaal)

S b Al Jsa AR luh 43S Lo liadls aex il (ady Lag
cﬂ\_ﬂ\ u.u;)d\ dya; ul_ul Lﬁ J)\}d\ A\JJ}JA.A U\ u.uaq (CEN| ccum\ﬁ\
d\.a_"n GLAJ.!\ d.nl.as a):u\.a e A;ﬁ

Oeals @liadll) oLl G @l R elaa¥) gl g e U
b2 ae Ll (3I5Hs o(oalai®ly elaa¥) Sudll Cauw dicliae clias
3 pmiad) (p lsbuall aae Baxd ($ilsall 28 (f Wl ming LS (il
A Claciag)

iy o) et 38 AEN 3ylgal) B 1) bVl Ll Al Lalil) e
o5 ST 6aySall o3a ae Lindil iy cAdgaal) Cilaiaally a5

79



e L) Aigyall 5p5eil Sale ) (any 6 sS5 of QD Ky oS Ll
leal¥l Al @ile e Gl

Lolaidy )y Lelaal¥) Jalsal) o Jeldll Loal de 403 ol K55 celly
(bl (8 oty sial) DU gz Lol Uaalinn J5 B 40l ANy Zailalill
s batnall Jalsall ndgd Cumind g pe ST JalSS il ) Aalal) 5,8 LS
sy il e llad) 8 Aals (el IS AL Ll Leallad ol 5 g
Jililae

douyd) datla
Sl 3 sl a7 Laxi) ClSalins agd 3 Asga Bshad syl 028 i
&) Al U Cuals et e DelaaV) il (e degene il
gsils aaleilly abaidyls felaiaVl auagll Jie Jalgmy il cptadl) 2 laxi)
Al Gladaal gy Adldll Lo laay)
A3l geilall)
Lelia¥) gl (gsd cpiadll Gl i s alai@yly e laiay) pagl il L1
Jsialy s Aipaall Cladinall i Jumil JS8 sty oY) alaiyl;
sl anlsy cpn 8 cleadlly Lol ajdll ) ST Jgeay 23S0
gl e gy e Ul g 5508 clie o)l
3 o)z Lai) 8 Lels Slale Jay aalefil) G Auh3 Cjglal andall) g9 .2
e a5 aleai®¥) slall 8 A Lkl Jundl Lajd agl s
AN Cale VL Bl dla) st e oLl ey s Laia¥) gall) 486 .3
Sl s e s canyud acdl lelaia) Usiia Jiajll 4alsy sl
LAl

Lliall e atielid Cua tzje Lib e ALY el AadY ik 4

80



~ -

cCapnall painall 48l pe Caaylad 1) ol Jijet 38 ST agtisn e
& D 5o Al Ciladinal) il yseat (535 1dduaall cladiaall Gl W5
Glaalusall e Uy cpiadl) Jod 8 il ods i Cum o iadl) z Lol

aliall 5 gally Laliaiy)
Gl geby diei ) sagdl clulu zUad 5iagd) clubud Cluasi .6
Olaal @l elaal) gilly adellly elda¥l sadl Ji Lelaa)
coiadl Jadl el
£ ral) et Lucall
A Ay PIA e i) JalSy Aalaial) U1 615 8 A3 038 agd
Ll (A Gl Eaae legh 2385 LSz Loyl dlee e Lo LaiaY) ol faial)
bl CaiSig casalall o oiadl) 5)08 acy 8 A8 adelll o0 e ¢ il
G0 e e iy Lae digyall Bauae o dde ZAEN < o) (Say o€ Ul
Syagdl Clulus 8 Z8EN LAY 5y LS Joa Eanll
ol 38
e Adbad) Lelaa¥) clisial cilels Glasiny Jlaadl ) oda i
Gilubn S 3l o Kgip . o)al Ball) il 8 5l cilubi 2l
Cagylll 3 Aals cAipad)l Cladinally oiadll culalgial Lubl 5yag))
L) o3a Lggals Al 3akadl)
lua gill
robd 8 cptin ) el et ) Caag Al A galall iliagill Joi
O Jleel) 5alyl Jeal) (ajd acal e laa¥ls Lolady) clulldl s .1
Akl gyl sl s e 3K pe cadadll ) Jgaagll (a2
81



oalld) (lail et s Al Gilaciaall il ygeat puadl dae 6 CBlas (U] .3
Syaedl Glalis b Cpinll Cuslilad) cais 4
AN el Qs GBEN sl e L5

Kigig el 3 ysiall (piadU) - Leo) Alee lagiad (oo AhAll 538 (RIS
e aed ) Aalall 550 WS pagd) Glub araad 3 Jald g ¢ L) 3l
(el ) dila) ¢ mddial) adafll Colaaly o Ludl) AZald 5 cAipelall CHlall Caagian
o i) Al s3e 550 Ay e ol Canll 13 G 2l )3 520 i
esiall Gl 13 Tl LS calsindy Youd ST lalis sl 8 agasid aglalSS
Al Clediadly Gl G osll Giadl) aals S Al @lds3 e
Jalii shaie (pe Lalad@ly e laa¥) Gloasll 1) 0l Ll ey 3 gl
Aai il 5] iy caliivee JalS5 Gaiatl Aimall Gl asen o)y
Bisat gl aay o CSay czedl) 130 PA ey Kjtia Glay Bss Leay
sl ol paelall e s D) Ll )l b 4y sl

References:

1- Amnesty International. (2019). « Le Liban et les réfugiés syriens : une
crise prolongée. Rapport annuel sur la situation des réfugiés au Liban ».

Londres : Amnesty International. p. 23.

2- Harb, C. & Saab, R. (2014). «Social Cohesion and Intergroup Relations:
Syrian Refugees and Lebanese Nationals in the Bekaa and Akkary,
Lebanon Support, p. 45.

3- Hassan, R., & Thomas, L. (2022). «Gender Dynamics and Refugee
Integration: Challenges and Opportunities.» International Journal of
Migration and Gender Studies, 19(2), 45-58.

4- Hynie, M. (2018). «The Social Determinants of Refugee Mental Health
in the Post—-Migration Context: A Critical Reviewy. Canadian Journal of

82



~ -

Psychiatry, 63(5), p. 303.

5- Janmyr, M. (2016). Precarity in Exile: The Legal Status of Syrian
Refugees in Lebanon. Refugee Survey Quarterly, 35(4), 58-78.

6- Kunz, R. (2021). «The Role of Socioeconomic Status in Refugee
Integration: A Comparative Analysis.» Journal of Migration and
Development, 10(2), 45-60.

7- Lee, M. H., Park, J., & Kim, S. (2020). «Education and Income: Key
Factors in Refugee Integration Outcomes.» International Journal of
Refugee Law, 32(1), 23-38

8- Mastrorocco, D., & Schéps, S. (2018). «The impact of social variables
on refugee integration: A comprehensive review.» International Migration
Review, 52(4), 1150-1177, p. 165.

9- Miller, C. (2018). «Impact of Migration Policies on Refugee Integration:
A Review of Asylum and Support Programs.» Journal of Migration and
Policy Studies, 22(3), p.115.

10-  Scholten, P. (2013). «Agenda Dynamics and the Multi-Level
Governance of Intractable Policy Controversies: The Case of Migrant

Integration Policies in The Netherlandsy». Policy Sciences, 46(3), p. 217.

11-  Smith, J. T. (2019). «Cultural Practices and Refugee Integration:
Navigating Between Tradition and Adaptation.» Journal of Cultural and
Migration Studies, 15(4), 120-135.

12-  UNHCR. (2016). «Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2015».
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. p. 28-29.

13- UN Women. (2017). «Gender and the Syrian Refugee Crisis». UN

Women Discussion Paper, p. 12.

14— World Bank. (2019). The Welfare of Syrian Refugees: Evidence from
Lebanon. Washington, DC: World Bank. Page 32.

83



Ol oL «Casa alaliy
Nazim Hekmet the Human Poet

lu.um\ ‘._.,.Al.u .d

Dr. Sami El Tarras

2025 /5/10 Jssdl g s 2025 [4/28 ) g
Caliiual

il Cagylag cCaesa ol (S e LAl (e Candll 134 8 o glall L

Kat e g & ol ey (el salany (el 8 LIS
Bapall Slaty (el ) dasjial) ojled] (e Bliae Ciliial 38 23 (Al
«oma) calilly sanall el Apadll o3 by caalis LS ) 513 Ba
sas cwlasly lislly JEeYly ¥l (8 el 53] (63 b jee eLal
oy g Anla) eyl ) palil ccuaSa plal i) e Ll abiey ) e

Abstract :

This study explores the life and the poetic legacy of the Turkish poet Nazim
Hekmet, focusing on the hardships he endured during his imprisonment
and the significant poetry he produced behind bars. It offers an analytical
reading of selected poems translated into Arabic and an analysis of his poem
«Autobiographyx». The research also examines the poem «The Red Monky
by the poet Omar Shibli, who has a long experience with imprisonment and
who dedicates this piece to his fellow the poet Nazim Hekmet. The study
results in highlighting the deeply humanistic dimension in his poetry.

Keywords: prison, poet, humanity, poetry, experience, Nazim Hekmet,
Omar Shibli...
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The mutual influence between the economy of Baalbek
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résumé
Cet article examine I’interaction entre I’économie du district de Baalbek
et son identité régionale. Il souligne I’importance des marques pour

renforcer I’identité, développer les secteurs productifs et fournir un

avantage concurrentiel et commercial aux investisseurs.
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Dans ce contexte, des plans stratégiques ont été élaborés pour les trois
secteurs économiques de I’agriculture, de I’industrie et du tourisme, au
cours desquels le plan pression—force motrice—impact-réponse a été
utilisé dans chaque secteur.

Les résultats ont conclu que malgré les fortes pressions, L’économie
de la région peut étre développée a travers les symboles qui entrent
dans le développement des industries alimentaires et les rendent

Point de référence géographique a I’échelle du Liban, il entretient une
relation interconnectée et intégrée avec les symboles touristiques qui
sont considérés parmi les symboles existants les plus importants et un
pilier de I’économie de la région, ce qui permet le développement de
I’identité de la région, I’amélioration de sa réputation et I’attraction des

investissements.
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Résumé

Les entreprises familiales jouent un role clé dans I’économie mondiale,
représentant environ 70 % des entreprises et contribuant significativement
au PIB et a I’emploi. Au Liban, elles constituent prés de 85 % du secteur
privé et sont vitales pour la résilience économique, surtout durant la crise
de 2019-2024, marquée par I’effondrement monétaire et une inflation
galopante. Malgré ces défis, ces entreprises ont démontré une remarqua-
ble adaptabilité, préservant des emplois et soutenant les communautés

locales.

L’étude se concentre sur le Sud-Liban, notamment le village de Magh—-
douché, ou des entretiens avec des propriétaires d’entreprises familiales
ont révélé leur importance dans le développement local. Ces entreprises,
souvent transmises sur plusieurs générations, allient traditions et moderni-
té, tout en favorisant la cohésion sociale. Leur force réside dans leur flex—
ibilité, leur rapidité de décision et leur engagement familial, bien qu’elles

puissent souffrir de conflits internes ou d’une gestion émotionnelle.

Pour assurer leur pérennité, une gouvernance structurée, incluant des
conseils familiaux et une planification successorale, est essentielle. Ces
entreprises restent un pilier de I’économie libanaise, mais leur avenir

dépendra de leur capacité a intégrer des pratiques professionnelles tout

en conservant leurs valeurs familiales.
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Abstract

This research examines the impact of the Romantic school on Amil poetry
after its emergence in Europe. Man was its victim, leaving writers feeling a
sense of distress between what the soul hopes for and what it can achieve.
It also examines the role of translation in conveying this influence from
European literature, at a time when the Arab and national environment was
ripe for revival and change. The research then examines the Romantic

themes in Amil poetry and the path toward modernity and renewal among
some Amil poets during a specific historical period.

Keywords:The Role of Translation — Philosophy of Pain — Love and
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Les structures narratives dans I’étude historique Une
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Résumé

Cette étude explore la relation complexe entre le récit historique et la

fiction, mettant en exergue I’intégration des documents historiques dans le
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discours romanesque. Elle examine, par une interaction minutieuse avec
les archives, la méthode par laquelle les romanciers parviennent a méler
précision historique et narration créative, ce qui produit par conséquent
des textes qui interrogent les frontieres entre vérité et imagination. Cette
interaction invite les lecteurs a évaluer de maniere critique la crédibilité de
la représentation historique et le rble de la fiction dans I’interprétation du

passe.

A travers une étude de cas de hbouvrage Les chrétiens du Proche-Orient
au temps de la Réforme catholique de Bernard Heyberger, le chercheur
analyse les questions d’identité, de conflit culturel et de dynamiques de
pouvoir abordées dans les récits historiques. L’ceuvre de Heyberger
constitue un exemple riche qui illustre la reconfiguration des identités des
chrétiens d’Orient aux XVlle et XVIlle siécles dans les récits historiques,
tout en traitant des thémes de réforme religieuse, d’interactions culturelles
et de bouleversements socio—politiques. L’effort du chercheur consiste
a mettre en lumiére la représentation nuancée de la coexistence et des
confrontations entre différents groupes religieux et sociaux, offrant des
perspectives sur des dialectiques telles que I’ouverture et le repli, la

violence et la tolérance.

En outre, cette recherche met en évidence la dualité de I’écriture historique
en tant que récit et interprétation. En effet, les auteurs utilisent les
archives pour conférer de la crédibilité a leurs ceuvres tout en engageant
une reconstruction imaginative, produisant ainsi des textes « feuilletés »
qui transcendent les limites de I’historiographie rigide. La dualité récit
imaginaire/historique refléte la tension entre la représentation objective et

I’interprétation subjective, révélant I’histoire comme un dialogue évolutif
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entre les événements passés et les réflexions contemporaines.

Enfin, I’étude souligne le rble essentiel de la fiction historique dans le
rapprochement entre mémoire et narration. Loin de se limiter a un simple
récit figé des événements, I’histoire y est dépeinte comme un processus
dynamique de réinterprétation, fagonné par les interactions entre le récit,
I’identité culturelle et la quéte épistémologique. Cette recherche pose la
fiction historique, avec ses multiples dimensions, comme un outil vital pour

comprendre les complexités de I’expérience humaine a travers le temps.
Mots Clés

Récit historique — Fiction romanesque — Archives — ldentité — Conflit

culturel — Réforme catholique — Chrétiens d’Orient — Mémoire
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Abstract
The morphological lesson from the Arabic sciences in which the structures
of speech are studied, and the changes that occur to them, and it arose in
the middle of the first century AH with the science of grammar and after
that it has developed on its own separately. Its development, revealing
the morphological lesson of the ancients and moderns, accompanied by
applied models. The study of the morphological lesson realizes the forces
of difference in dealing with morphological issues between the ancients and
the moderns, whether in terms of the material or the approach followed,
as a result of its restructuring, organizing and controlling its rules from a
modern perspective that makes it easier for the researcher to assimilate

and understand its rules on the one hand and keep pace with scientific
developments on the other hand.
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Abstract

The study attempts to draw attention to this type of art or literature, reflect
on it, highlight its artistic value, and analyze it. It also aims to demonstrate
the value of literary and expressive graffiti, distancing it from the label of
“absurd scribblesy that are aimless. This study aims to shed light on the

motivations and reasons that drive individuals to resort to this art form. It
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also aims to clarify its style, the tools used to convey it, its artistic structure,
and its moral characteristics. We note that this literature is a hybrid form
of literature that departs from established traditional literary standards, free
from the laws and rules that govern it. Furthermore, this type of art is
characterized by the secrecy of the writer, who suffers from marginalization
and repression and resorts to this type of art to express his thoughts,
concerns, and personal visions, whether seriously or humorously. He often
remains anonymous, fearing repression by the authorities and escaping
punishment. This literature includes many genres, such as politics, love,
life, revolution, hope, sports, violence, humor, and other topics of interest
to the individual.
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Abstract

This study highlights that Ghassan Kanafani was not merely a storyteller
of the Palestinian cause but a literary innovator who transformed it from

a political tragedy into a deeply human experience rich in both symbolic
and realistic dimensions. Men in the Sun portrays the Palestinian refugee

228



~ -

trapped between hope and despair through symbolism and absurd death,
while Umm Saad presents a character actively engaged in the struggle,

reflecting Kanafani’s evolving vision of the Palestinian issue.

The research demonstrates that these two works not only had an immediate
literary impact but also contributed to shaping a profound cultural awareness
of Palestinian identity. They opened new horizons in Arabic literature for
addressing the Palestinian cause. The contrast between them was not just
a stylistic difference but a reflection of intellectual and social transformations
that influenced the discourse of resistance and identity. Thus, Kanafani’s
works remain a testament to the narrative and cultural shifts that shaped
modern Palestinian literature and cemented its place in the Arabic literary
landscape.
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Abstract

This research presents a linguistic and contextual comparative study
between certain similar verses in ( Amma ) chapter, after identifying the
meaning of similarity linguistically and terminologically. Linguistically, the
meaning of similarity revolves around two things: resemblance and likeness.
Terminologically, the research adopts Al-Jami’ University’s definition of
verbal similarity, which is the main subject of the study — repeated verses on
a particular topic with a similar meaning. These verses might be completely
identical, or partially similar due to differences in wording, structure, or
both. Accordingly, the similar verses were categorized into four sections:
1. Verses that are completely similar.

2. Verses that differ in substitution.
3. Verses that differ in addition or omission.
4. Verses that differ in verb conditions.

It was found that the verses that appeared similar, whether completely
or partially, were not repeated randomly; rather, each had its specific
context and particular connotation based on its surrounding context.
As for the verses that differed in substitution, addition, omission, or verb
conditions, they revealed some of the rhetorical secrets contained in the
Qur’an. Every structure came perfectly suited to its context and the intended
meaning, so substituting any word would not fit the intended indication.

This study showed that these frequently repeated verses in the Qur’an
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carried great rhetorical value, whether the difference was in the letter, the
word, or its omission in one verse and inclusion in another. This variation
contributes to refining the intended meaning of the verse, and it would not
be appropriate to delete or replace them without affecting the meaning.
This also applies to verb conditions, where the verb in its tense and form
perfectly aligns with the context in which it appears, reflecting its role in
clarifying the intended meaning.

Keywords: Verbal similarity — linguistic structure — context — meaning —

rhetorical miracle.
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Abstract

1) This research addresses the topic of cybercrime, highlighting its na-
ture and importance in light of the technological development witnessed
worldwide. The research aims to understand the nature of these crimes,
analyze their elements and characteristics, and review the relevant crim-

inalization texts in the Penal Code.

2) The research addresses in detail crimes affecting individuals, such as
defamation and cyber harassment, and crimes affecting property, such as
electronic fraud and hacking. It also addresses the technological means

used to commit these crimes, such as the internet and computers.

3) The research provides a comprehensive analysis of the elements of cy—
bercrime, including the material and moral elements, and explains their
characteristics. It also reviews the criminalization texts related to these
crimes in the Penal Code and analyzes their adequacy in addressing the

challenges posed by cybercrime.

4) The research concludes that cybercrime is not a new crime, but rather
a crime committed using modern means. This requires concerted efforts
from all concerned parties to develop investigative methods to combat it

and mitigate its negative effects.

Keywords: Cybercrime — Computer — Penal Code
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Abstract

The political situation is a mirror of all aspects of life in any country:
which makes the economy framed within the political framework. especially
through legislation and laws. In Syriac during the early emergence of
the Baath in powerc many economic transformations and breakthroughs
appeared with the encouragement of the political authority. but there were
many obstacles that appeared. such that many problems and obstacles
appeared in the path of economic development. and the political authority
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was unable to overcome these obstacles.

Keywords: Syriac economy. politicsc Baath Partyc March¢ industry

agriculture.
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Abstract

The Fatimids paid great attention to theoretical sciences, especially those
related to the Arabic language, as well as applied rational sciences, such
as medicine, engineering, mathematics, philosophy, astronomy, chemistry,
and botany, which the Fatimid caliphs gave great importance to, and which
were the nucleus of the scientific revolution in Fatimid Egypt.
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Abstract

After the Crusaders entered the East and established emirates and a

kingdom there for nearly two hundred years, the Crusaders benefited
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greatly from the Muslims, especially since there were no wars or battles,
during which there were many economic, social and cultural relations.
This matter gained the Crusaders a variety of customs, skills, and cultural
habits. The social and cultural customs were many, which the Crusaders
took from the Muslims, and there was also a great practical influence
through medicine, philosophy and other sciences. It is also worth noting
that the by the Crusaders were influenced by the inherent hunting skills
in Muslims, which they later adopted, in addition to the art of architecture,
which was subsequently transferred to Europe to be utilized, especially
with regards to architecture of a military nature.

Keywords: Muslims, Crusaders, social relations, influences, hunting,

architecture
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Political Tension and Existentialist Angst in the Drama of
Harold Pinter and ‘Isam Mahfiiz
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Abstract

This research presents a detailed comparative analysis between
Harold Pinter’s The Dumb Waiter and ‘Isam Mahfaz’s The
Dictator. It transcends linguistic, cultural and historical boundaries
to explore the cross-resonance between these two plays and
the sharp dramatic, political, and existential affiliations between

their two playwrights.

In a significant manner, both plays distinctively reveal Pinter and
Mahfiz’s conscientious political stand against manipulation and
totalitarianism. They represent the defeated and crushed victims
of modern democratic systems as they expose the underlying

hypocrisy and dinginess of their practices.

Through theories of existentialism, especially Jean Paul
Sartre’s main philosophical precepts of human freedom as a
condemnation rather than a blessing and of man’s free choice
as burdening, and Albert Camus’s notion of the absurdity of life
and existence, this article argues that Both Sa‘din and Gus
are afflicted with angst being the quintessential representatives
of existential heroes who are heavily caught in the absurdity of

|



existence and who tremendously suffer from the consequences

of their free choices.

Different theater productions and adaptations of the two plays
are also fully examined to dwell on their enduring influence on
and reception by viewers at different times and places as they
deliver an undying comment on man’s inescapable sense of

ennui and on the duplicity of modern politics.

The study analyzes the commonalities between Pinter and
Mahfaz. The thematic analysis draws on the similarities between
their representations of a debased human condition in an afflicted
world where political, social, and moral corruption have become

the norm.

Keywords: Pinter, Mahfgz, Theater, Absurdism, Political
Tension, Existentialist Angst, Staging Performances, Dramatic

Language, Reversed Dramatic Irony, Farce, and Tragicomedy.
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Introduction

The theater of the late twentieth century has marked a
tremendous departure from the preceding dramatic tradition with
its classical, realistic or naturalistic worlds. Its pioneers, whether
in the West or the East, were after creating a different kind of
theater that would have the power of presenting the complicated
and unfathomable world of this historical era. Harold Pinter is
considered one of the most influential architects of this new
Western theater that dispensed with the concept of the well-
made play as the traditional model of play construction and
evolved anarchic plays where logical construction and argument

have given way to irrational and illogical speech, and ultimately



to silence. Pinter’s plays clearly reveal his faithful commitment
to this new theatrical form and thus depict a comic world mixed
with horrific or tragic images, characters caught in hopeless
situations forced to do repetitive or meaningless actions, dialogue
full of allusions, clichés, wordplay, and nonsense, and plots that
are cyclical or absurdly expansive (Esslin 8).

The theater in the Arab World did not witness this radical change
simultaneously. It was only with ‘Isam Mahfiz, a Lebanese
playwright and the leading pioneer of the modernist movement
in the Arab Theater (Khalide‘l al Sa‘id 474), that this sweeping
transformation in the Arab theater was fully actualized. His plays
are absurdist on the surface—with their incoherent structures,
incomprehensible worlds, lack of causality, and confounding
language—but they surely have their elements of originality.
Mahfaz did not import the Western theatrical forms and
contents and simply reproduced or translated them to Arabic;
he innovated a new form of theater and an alternative language
(Méhir Sharaffiddin) that, according to Shafiq al Bika‘1, would
perfectly befit the entire Arab World with all its contemporary
moral, religious, social, national and most importantly political
crises (591).

Pinter and Mahfuz are overtly and conscientiously critical of the
tradition, the literary, political, and social. Theater, for them, is
necessarily a peculiar world where concessions—as presenting
satisfactory background information about their characters and

their motives—should not be made, where norms—especially
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the literary norms of exposition, comprehensive plot, characters’
motivations, etc.—are upset and expectations unmet. It is not
to be subject to any form or compromise, at any level. Their
compositions, henceforth, are considered by many rebellious
and outraging, their language is abortive and uncommunicative,
their actions disruptive and irrational, and the worlds of their
plays desperate and violent.

Within these unconventional theatrical tools, their drama
flourishes as a new aesthetic form to faithfully represent the
dilemmas of their age. They never promise their readers any sort
of satisfactory answers; they render their audiences unhappily
quizzical about any kind of meaning in this vast incomprehensible
world. The immediate response of a casual spectator would be
one of terror and hilarity as both playwrights had relentlessly
endeavored to merge these two aspects in order to create a
different kind of dramatic experience, charged with anxiety and
tension—the kind that makes their viewers wriggle poignantly
in their seats. Reassuring themselves that is a mere farce, the
audiences will ironically get to realize that this is real, more real
than reality itself. The starkly negative view about life portrayed
in Pinter and Mahfuz’s plays cannot be easily dismissed as
untrue. Beyond the absurdist structure of their plays, there lies a
sharp realization of the oppression and repression that plagues

modern man in this so—called democratic historical era.

Both playwrights have been actively and overtly involved in the

political context of their time. Pinter might appear apolitical in

5



his early plays, but he certainly is not. Pinter’s political views
were either domesticated or overtly exhibited the politics of sex
and marriage, of racism, of disintegrating partnership, of victim
and victimizer—mostly the politics of torture and oppression.
To Pinter, everything can be interpreted politically, “everything
is matter of politics,” (Qtd in Raby 8), and he has been able
to successfully enact this ideology in all his dramaturgy where
personal and local issues have the power to reveal the larger
political and social contexts. With ‘Isam Mahfuz, the political
concerns are more explicit. They are not disguised or transformed
into domestic or local issues. Mahfuz has, for almost 4() years,
launched a relentless attack on the oppressive political systems
that were wreaking havoc in the Arab World. His plays reveal his
dread from the cruel and repressive Arab regimes that demolish
all hope of a free, just, and equal world.

Pinter and Mahfiiz express the current moments faithfully, mainly
dramatizing the political contexts during which these plays have
been written. In Pinter’s second one—act The Dumb Waiter,
political overtones abound. Beneath the seemingly restricted
plot and limited connotations, the analytic eye can detect the
oppressive master/system that sadistically tortures its servants

and playfully watches their destruction.

Though the two plays were written 40 and 50 years ago,
they surely strike us with their contemporaneity. It is true that
they represent their age faithfully, but they also transcend the

confines of time and space to communicate essential truths
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about life that cannot be outdated. The plays transcend the
restricted locality to encompass a collective human experience
of alienation, oppression, and desperation as the byproduct of
man’s demoralization in the politically amoral world of the 20"
century. Gus and Ben are perpetrators of crime, gangsters, hired
killers but their plight in the existential sense is everyman’s plight.
Similarly, Sa“dun and the General seem vulnerable, insecure and
menaced, though the revolution—they have presumably brewed—
as the dialogue reveals, is a successful one (The Dictator 124).
They are confronted by fears, the subsequent creation of their own
‘game’, and fated to perish because in this game the oppressed
members of the ‘organization’ become the oppressors, the
hunters become the hunted. Thus, as Gus has finally become his
senior comrade’s ‘job’, Sa“‘dun has turned to be the king and is
eventually doomed to be eliminated by his companion in struggle
(Stokes 41).

In this article, | will attempt to reveal through my comprehensive
analysis of Pinter’s The Dumb Waiter and Mahftiz’s The Dictator
the reality and the depth of the vision of the two artists who
prophetically and ominously predicted more degeneration into
the existing political and social systems. | will dwell fully on the
implications of The Dumb Waiter revealing its political underpinnings
and its existential quality, and | shall underscore the political and
the existentialist quality of The Dictator. The comprehensive
analysis of the two plays will not be comprehensive unless the

cross—-resonance between the two plays is fully explored.



Discussion

Some modest references have already been made to the plays’
political implications. Yet, these implications are not fully and

satisfactorily explored.

In the following sections, | will explore in depth the political
aspects of the play to reveal that in The Dumb Waiter, Pinter
is very much a dramatist with an active political conscience. |
will also present a thorough analysis of The Dictator’s political

nature, something that Mahfiiz has never denied.
The Dumb Waiter by Harold Pinter
Summary of The Dumb Waiter

The Dumb Waiter is a genuine comedy of menace revealing
Pinter’s ability to produce a type of comedy built on the quicksand

of threat and fear.

In this confined surrounding, two men of no particular age, called
Ben and Gus, are waiting. Ben has a newspaper from which
he occasionally reads out random passages and from behind
which he watches crossly as Gus moves restlessly about the
room. They exchange few incoherent conversations about trivial
matters, interrupted by Gus’s frequent questioning about the
length of the job they are on and about what time “he” is likely
to get in touch with them. Ben resents his partner’s constant
inquires and repeatedly tells him to shut up, and Gus seems

extremely annoyed with the room’s condition.
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As they are waiting, someone thrusts an envelope under
the door causing the two fellows to feel alarmed. When Ben
snatches his revolver from under a pillow and opens the door
to check who pushes the envelope, viewers become aware that
these cannot be ordinary working men, and that the “job” they
are hired to perform is not an ordinary everyday job. They are
certain now that these are hired assassins, professional killers
awaiting instructions from a large and mysterious organization
for their “next job.”

A sudden clatter from the back of the room, produced by a
serving hatch, stops Gus’s disquiet irritation about the nature
of this job. This dumb waiter suddenly starts to descend to the
basement with orders for food. Anxious not to be discovered,
the two hired assassins try to fulfill these orders with whatever
food Gus has in his bag. However, when their stocks run dry,
they decide to send a written note. At this point, the speaking
tube works and Ben, who speaks into it with great awe, is told
something, and most probably is given the instruction concerning
the “job.”

Their banter resumes afterwards. Gus exists to drink a cup of
water and Ben gets his order through the speaking tube to shoot
the next person to come in. Unexpectedly, Gus appears on
stage stripped of his waistcoat, tie, jacket, holster and revolver,
and Ben is seen facing him with a gun in his hand. There is a
long silence, and then the play ends with Gus and Ben staring

at one another.



Political Reading of The Dumb Waiter

Pinter admitted that The Dumb Waiter is sub—textually political.
To start with, The Dumb Waiter is essentially concerned with
low—class English man in post-war London. Gus and Ben are
two derelicts hired by an organization to liquidate its enemies.
Ben is apparently satisfied with his role, but Gus voices man’s
discontent for being an infernal tool, an executioner who has to
implement, and never question, the orders. On a larger scale,
they represent the beaten modern man, who has become an
accomplice in a world pervaded with criminality, in his struggle
against a totalitarian authority that finds amusement in mentally
torturing even its loyal subjects. When the orders for food started
descending in the serving hatch, Ben and Gus were in despair;
Ben wanted to send something up, Gus was suspicious of this

game or test. He lost his temper:

Gus. (passionately, advancing). What’s he doing it for? We’ve
been through our tests, haven’t we? We got right through our
tests, years ago, didn’t we? We took them together, don’t you
remember, didn’t we? We’ve proved ourselves before now,
haven’t we? We’ve always done our job. What’s he doing all
this for? What’s the idea? What’s he playing these games for?
(118)

Gus apparently reached a heightened sense of awareness of
the game the higher authority is playing with them. Wilson, the
boss, sends them matches, though he knows there is no gas

to put on the kettle and prepare the tea; he sends exotic food
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orders via The Dumb Waiter though he is quite sure they have
nothing to help them serve these orders. The rooms where
they have to stay to do the job are deteriorating in quality; they
are windowless, damp, and dingy; the sheets are unclean, the
bathroom is dysfunctional, and the waiting process is long,
boring and arduous. The junior partner is revolted from the
way the organization is treating them after they have been its
faithful servants for years. The senior partner finds excuses
and adheres loyally to his superior masters, “Things have
tightened up, mate. They’ve tightened up” (93). In response to
Gus’s constant questionings and wonderings, Ben automatically
replies, “Stop wondering. You’ve got a job to do. Why don’t you
just do it and shut up?” (99). But Gus could not just shut up
and for this he is his partner’s next job. This is very reminiscent
of terrorist organizations and, ironically enough, of some of the
secret intelligence units hired by governments to eliminate all
dissenting voices that jeopardize their authority. What takes
place in The Dumb Waiter is not only absurd and funny; it is
also tragic and poignant in its depiction of the so—called free
and democratic post-war world as it is still pervaded with terror
and torture.

Gus and Ben, thus, are mere puppets utilized by a higher power.
When Gus starts questioning the validity and the morality of
their ‘jobs’, when he becomes fed up, Ben has to eliminate
him to prove his loyalty to the organization. This higher power

or organization is not the fascist or the Nazi regimes that
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flourished in the 193(’s, but the modern democratic European
and American governments that deceivingly champion freedom
and independence while their secret police and intelligence units
still adhere to the same revolting and inhumane fascist and Nazi
practices.

The Dumb Waiter, thus, reveals the organized cruelty of the
twentieth century. To Esslin, “The governments’ brand of
terrorism and terrorist organization are so intricately and
cunningly structured that the executive organs at the bottom
(Gus and Ben) have only a vague knowledge of the forces
above them, of the policies that govern their orders” (“Theater
of Cruelty” 30).

This political interpretation that | find very authentic to the play,
presents Gus as the helpless victim of a totalitarian organization
designed to produce a programmed, zombie-like ideal subject
of any conformist society conditioned to follow the strictly
preordained pattern (30). When dissenting voices rise against
this organization, whether from within the organization (Gus) or
from without the organization (Stanley of The Birthday Party),
they should be properly and terminally hushed.

For Pinter, the essence of democracy is freedom and
independence. When these are denied, modern man will be
either a Gus or a Stanley. He will be either liquidated or adjusted
and brainwashed.

12
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Existentialist Analysis of The Dumb Waiter

Another reading of The Dumb Waiter that falls in line with its
political stance is the existential reading. The existential reading
of the play does not by any means negate its salient political

overtones; it rather sustains and intensifies these implications.

Though Pinter is not an existentialist playwright, his plays, and
especially The Dumb Waiter, can be interpreted existentially. To
start with, Pinter believes that in order for characters to be alive,
they have to be free, to take over at times and control the page
and the stage. Along this vein, Sartre, condemns playwrights for
tightening their control over their characters and for determining
their action. These characters seem stale and lifeless to him. He
champions dramatic freedom and daringly states to playwrights
and novelists, “Do you want your characters to live? See to it
that they are free” (Qtd in Raby 40). Stokes describes this case
as the “existential ideal” where characters remain independent
of authorial design, “The modern writer has no spokesman—
he observes like any other spectator, watches, wonders and
judges” (41).

Pinter in The Dumb Waiter adheres to this existential ideal and,
consequently, invests his characters with freedom of choice that
makes them condemned and burdened rather than liberated.
Man, in the existential sense is born undefined, his essence
is not predefined and his nature is not determined. So, there
are no boundaries set for him, no essence to conform to; he

just exists and moves precariously with some vertigo into a
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mysterious world open to every possibility.

To start with, Pinter believes that, “A character on stage who
can present no convincing argument or information as to his
past experience, his present behavior or his aspirations, nor
give a comprehensive analysis of his motives, is as legitimate
and as worthy of attention as one who, alarmingly, can do all
these things” (Qtd in Rickert 256). This Pinteresque technique
of withholding information and preventing verification is highly
existential. Pinter’s world is a stage with nothing in the wings, a
form of void borrowed from the existentialist concept of the world.
It has no previous life, no outside influences, no foreseeable
future and his characters have to grapple with this existentialist

uncertainty.

In The Dumb Waiter two thugs in suits are uneasily whiling
away the time in a basement room when they start receiving
incomprehensible food orders. They become tense on the instant
because the position in which they find themselves is, to them as
to us, unintelligible and inexplicable. As they cannot give meaning
to this incident, the two men find themselves in a close encounter
with the absurd. This is the absurdity, meaninglessness, and
arbitrariness of the existentialist ideal. The anguish or angst
that overwhelms Gus is not the byproduct of his past crimes; it
is this diffused sensation of spiritual and psychological unease
that has its roots in his precarious existence. Ben tries to supply
the orders desperately without hesitancy and by evading the

thought of danger, does not permit the fear to control him. But
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Gus—more reflective and conscious, seems to existentially
comprehend that life is somewhat a game in which everything
happens arbitrarily—cannot stop questioning and asking. It is
this persistent urge for knowledge that causes the catastrophe
at the end. Though a villain, Gus represents modern man driven
by angst, expecting evil or danger as the result of his experience
of freedom. His fate is not predetermined; he is free to choose
either to follow the orders received or to opt out of the game.
However, this freedom is not a kind of blessing, it is rather a
condemnation as Gus is strictly limited by his existence, and this
facade of free choice is but a sham because he is doomed to
exist in a boring, meaningless and arbitrary world reeling in his

desperation and helplessness.

Just like existentialist philosophers and writers, Pinter tries to
show how meaningless and cheap existence is. According
to Charles Glicksberg, if man is given freedom and infinite
possibilities, “his range of freedom is limited by his vision of
nothingness and the dread that this vision calls forth” (73).
Death might be an escape, but the existentialists’ fear of death
only adds to the bitterness of the situation. Then, how is it that
man can escape from this void? Bamber Gascoigne provides
two outlets from this haunting state; to him, “personal integrity
and personal relationships are the only protection from the void”
(53). Gus, unfortunately, cannot benefit from these means of

escape.
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All in all, The Dumb Waiter reflects the image of man entrapped
in this ambivalent existence. Ben and Gus are faced by the
unpredictable and the unforeseeable, by the threat of non-
being, lacking the values that can substantiate their own being.
Their purpose is constantly reiterated as the endless waiting for
‘orders’. More repugnant than anything else to Ben is thinking
about or questioning the status quo. He is revolted by Gus’s
endless questions and constantly orders him to shut up. In the
existentialist sense, Ben lacks ‘being’; he denies himself the
freedom of choice and fails to experience angst. This experience
is the result of freedom, and thus Ben is enslaved; he exists, but
he does not fully, freely and responsibly live. He, unlike Gus, is
silently chained to the process of waiting, tied to the orders and
satisfied with his subservience.

In The Dumb Waiter, the existentialist paradigm is achieved. In
it, Pinter analyzed the nature of the man-to—man connection.
Though the two characters seem undeveloped and limited, they
provide an insightful way of examining a wider and much deeper
range of human existence where man is viewed as a puppet of
no importance employed by higher forces and is then casually
dispensed with. Yet, man is an accomplice in his victimization

as they could have opted out of the game anytime.

Pinter’s Gus is thrown in the void deprived of any satisfactory
knowledge. Within the confines of the play, we see him having
a permanent experience with bewilderment and confusion. As

all existentialist characters, he has been tragically stripped of
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knowledge, of moral values, and of human relationships and
instead of imposing meaning to the world, he accepted its
absurdity. He tries to appease himself that everything will be
alright when “it’s over tonight” (109), ignorant of the fact that
it is his life that will be over on that particular night. If he had
consented to remain a dumbwaiter, like Ben, he would not have
perished from existence, yet he would have lacked ‘being’ and
existed only as a servant, a follower, a cipher.

What is very similar between the two proposed readings for The
Dumb Waiter is the vision of man as a victim. The existentialist
philosophy grants man infinite freedom but necessitates that
he is conscious of his own being and of the world around him
to be able to choose what is meaningful for him. The modern
political system, too, champions freedom and democracy, but
ironically enough controls man and manipulates his thoughts
and actions to the extent that he is rendered to nothing. In both
readings, Gus, the more conscious being of the two, has to face
nothingness whether in the existentialist or the political sense
because he voices his dissatisfaction and dares to question
the status quo. This existential freedom in The Dumb Waiter is
thus curtailed by the totalitarian political system that advocates

conformity and subservience.
The Dictator by ‘Isam Mahfiz
Summary of ‘Isam Mahfiiz’s The Dictator

In Mahfgz’s The Dictator, the curtain rises on the General as
he is wearily calling Sa‘dan who is nowhere to be found on
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the stage. As the door opens, Sa‘dun appears carrying a pair
of jackboots. The General reprimands Sa‘dan for being late
and orders him to shine the boots. Once done, the General
remarks that Sa“‘dan can use it as a mirror. Sa‘dan, seeing his
face through the shine, complains that he looks so pale from
hunger and tells the General that they should have bought some
bread or paid the rent with the little money the General’s mother
has sent instead of buying the boots. The General replies that
“Freedom is more important than bread” since he is leading a

revolution from inside this room.

The General asks Sa“duan about the position of his military forces.
He replies that four of the major states have been seized and
that with the fall of the capital, the victory will be certain. The
General asks Sa‘dun is some money is left to buy him a hat.
Sa‘dian answers that he has bought chocolate with the remaining
lira; this infuriates the General who takes all the chocolate as a
punishment for Sa‘dan who is always late when he is sent on
errands and who always sleeps in the afternoon to dream of the

king’s young daughter.

The next section reveals the General’s paranoia as he asks
Sa‘dan if he has inspected the room and checked if the door
is firmly locked. The General then speaks about the king who
has deceived everyone, proclaiming that he has come to rescue
the people. The General dismisses Sa‘dun more than once for
reasons fueled by either his paranoia or arrogance, but Sa‘dun

is always forgiven for the sake of the revolution.
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The general now prepares for his first manifesto where he
addresses the nation as “the wretched people of the new world”
(124). Masrir, a militiaman, calls to inform them that the king
has escaped. The General firmly orders the removal of the king’s
photos “from all the walls, public places, houses, and public and
private institutions” (126), yet the photos keep resurfacing again
and again.

His first decree is to unify the color and the style of men and
women’s clothes. He continues to issue decrees ordering the
execution of the former government members, the imprisonment
of all parliament members, the dissolution of all political parties,
the confiscation of all their thoughts, and the execution of their
leaders. The General also orders the liquidation of the traders
and the adoption of bartering, exchanging the necessary with
the necessary (133). He cancels the press and orders his
militia to arrest journalists, literary men, writers and all artists
because they are no longer needed (134). With each phone
call, the General orders the killing, the execution, or the capture
or confiscation of more and more people of different professions
or convictions. Even some of his militiamen are executed due
to grievous errors committed against the revolution. The first act
ends with all the revolution board members executed, with the
General’s military forces out of control, and with the king still

uncaptured.

The second act starts with the General expressing his distress

that the king is still loose. The General feels burdened and has
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no appetite for food; he orders Sa‘dan to think about the reason
of his agony. But Sa‘dun does not want to think about because
thinking causes torture (144). He then recalls moments of his
life when he used to think, when he was a member in a party.

As the two men were talking, a knocking is heard at the door, but
when Sa‘dan opens, he does not find anyone. An existentialist
palaver then follows with the General affirming that if he himself
heard the knocking, it necessarily means that someone must
have knocked at the door, but if this person does not exist,
then Sa‘diin does not exist. When Sa“dun insists that he exists
whether this person has knocked at the door or not, the General
asks for evidence for his existence. Sa‘dun’s existence is only
asserted when he tells the General, “But | exist my General;
| am your servant...” (147). Since the General’s existence is
certainly beyond any doubt, so—as a logical corollary—Sa“duan’s

existence is tangible.

With more knocking at the door and ringing of the phone, the
General seems to become more paranoid about the king. He
becomes suspicious of Sa‘diun and interrogates him about his
true identity, thinking that he is the king. Following a convoluted
way of thinking and reasoning, the General now firmly believes
that Sa“dan is the king who was watching and tracking him ever
since he knew that he was preparing for a coup d’état. Sa‘dan
tries to convince the General that he is not the king, but the

General collapses, cries and urges him to admit, so he does.

As the king now, Sa“‘dan is accused of treason and the verdict is
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execution by hanging. He does not approve of the sentence and
prefers to be shot to death. The General explains that he has
no gun, but there is a knife, and he orders Sa“dan to go fetch it.
Sa“‘dan objects since he is the King now and he must be treated
as a king (160), to which the General complies.

Standing on the ladder, the General delivers his speech where

he promises his comrades that the old illusion will die.

Sa‘dan now acts as if he were king and orders the General to
untie his hands and even to shine his shoes, and the General
complies as the dying man’s last wish is sacred (164). He then
brings the knife to kill him, but feels scared, only to have Sa“dun
encourage him to stab him. The general stabs Sa‘dan, throws
the knife, ascends the ladder, and triumphantly shouts, “I killed
the king” three times (167). He then approaches Sa‘diin who
tells him, “Let the world know.” The General rushes to open the
door, but it is locked. He tries and retries but nobody opens. He

tries to use the telephone, but it does not work.

In the final scene, the General addresses himself while looking
at the mirror, “You saved the world my General, but the world
does not love salvation” (168). As the General strikes the mirror
with his fist, the curtain falls leaving viewers (and readers) in a

state of amazement.
Political Reading of The Dictator

To Mahfaz, politics and theater are inseparable. He insists

that there is no work of drama that does not impart a political
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stand, whether directly or indirectly (599). The political stand
that The Dictator imparts is very direct in the first act. To begin
with, The Dictator is mainly concerned with the fantasies of two
derelicts sickened or maddened by the real world around them
to the extent that they decided to play the very serious game of
saving the world. This game itself is a form of indictment of the
decadence and corruption that overwhelmed the Arab political
systems. From their windowless den, the General, along with
his loyal servant Sa‘duan, is leading a revolution to overthrow
the tyrant king and make the world a better place. The first
indispensable tool for this revolution and for the attainment of
freedom according to the General is “the jackboots”: “Bravo
Sa‘dan. You brought salvation to the world. You brought the
jackboots” (Al A'mgl al Masrahiyya al Kamilg 112).

It is ironic that the jackboots which have for long been used as
a symbol of totalitarianism, oppression and military aggression,
are regarded here as the bringer of salvation. No matter how
clean and shiny the jackboots are, they still represent the cruel
military authority that crushes people. It is clear, then, from
the very beginning that the revolution will not lead to a better
world. Mahfiaz’s dialogue successfully employs the rhetoric of
the dictator, but it is thoroughly infiltrated with satirical humor
that displays its hollowness. The General represents the new
authority that deceives passionate people like Sa‘dun into
believing its lies and thus enslaves and ironically sacrifices them

in its heroic struggle not against tyranny and oppression, but
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against humanity itself.

The new authority that Mahfiz parodies is more paranoid, bloody
and repressive than its predecessor. The General suspects
everything around him: the shirt buttons, his own men, and even
Sa‘dan. He punishes Sa“‘dian because he dares to dream, to
think, to interpret things differently, “Follow my commands! Mean
what | mean. Think what | think. Is this clear?” (124). When his
revolution succeeds, he does not order the liquidation of the
king and the prime minister only; he also ordered the execution
of all ministers, the detainment of all parliament members, the
dissolution of all political parties, the confiscation of thoughts,
ideas, emotions, media, and all forms of arts and literature in
addition to putting all people under close surveillance (130-
136).

The General wants to secure his victory from any possible threat,
and for this reason, he orders the elimination of all potential
sources of sedition. The General—regarding people in a purely
Machiavellian light—Dbelieves that the populace is “a colorless and
shapeless crowd that takes the shape and the color of its leader
and authority” (137), and being fickle, they are unpredictable and
untrustworthy. Thus, they should be stifled and contained by an
autocratic regime that they should fear, not love. It is obvious
then that the General views people in the same negative light as
the overthrown king, so he does not start his revolution in order
to save humanity from the fascist king; he makes a coup d’état

to gain and usurp power. It seems that both of them are the two
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sides of the same coin. The old and the new form of authority
(King/General) according to Mahftz employ the same bloody
practices: the first persecutes by its crown and scepter while
the other utilizes its shiny jackboots and its marshal’s staff to
subdue people; and Sa“dun, the representative of modern Arab
man, is a worthless nonentity suspended between the two with
very little hope of a better future.

The Dictator can be further considered a treatise on the
characteristics of authority figures in the Arab world. The
General—believing the game and acting as a real authority
figure—reveals a megalomaniac and a neurotic personality: he
is gripped by delusions of his greatness, obsessed with his own
image, suspicious of everything and everyone around him, and
constantly accompanied by a pervasive sense of anxiety. Isn’t
it the case of most Arab dictatorial rulers in our contemporary
history? Don’t they accede to power promising people salvation
and democracy, and while in power they forget their promises
and prosecute people and terrorize them? Don’t they utilize
people as slavish puppets and determine their destiny? Don’t
they use false evidence and fake charges to incriminate and
destroy anyone that jeopardizes their authority? Don’t they
project their own interpretations and evoke the conspiracy
theory all the time and use these as a pretext to liquidate their
political opponents? Don’t they use the lofty concepts of love,
democracy, morality, freedom, equality, justice and goodness to

manipulate the populace while they are amoral/immoral beings
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who only care for their own narcissistic interests?

It is through this set of rhetorical questions that the picture of
political decadence is framed in The Dictator. Mahftz chooses
a provocative and shocking style to convey this message and
to awaken his audiences from their stupor. Maybe then they will
start to condemn and refuse the mentality that welcomes military
rule because, he believes, it is not any closer to democracy than
the royal hereditary rule.

In the limited and restricted plot of The Dictator, Mahfuz succeeds
to inculcate a political moral and to dramatize an enduring theme
that the abuse of power is not a local and temporary affliction
that restricts its relevance to a specific geographical area or a
particular historical period. It is rather a universal theme that
transcends the limitations of geography and history and reaches
man wherever and whenever he exists.

Existentialist Analysis of The Dictator

As Mahfgz was highly involved in the political context of his
time and shaped most of his plays to impart a particular stance
in a direct or indirect way, he was also ideologically oriented to
certain philosophical thoughts that permeated his works. In his
trilogy, Mahfiz infests his protagonist Sa‘dan with an existential
aura that adds a philosophical dimension to his plays.

It is important first to delineate the aspects of existentialism that
permeate The Dictator. In this play, Mahfaz shares with the

existentialist philosophy some basic tenets and themes. The first
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of which is that Mahfuz believes that the modern dramatist should
create characters that are free and unpredictable and in this way
they will not be abiding by predefined essential parameters that
limit characterization. Sa‘dan and the General in The Dictator
enjoy an independent existence on the stage. They seem to
pop on the stage out of nowhere, lacking any definable essence
and without any satisfactory background information about
them. This makes Mahfiiz’s stage a mysterious and ambivalent
world open to myriad possibilities where his characters move
freely uninhibited by the fetters of reasonable justifications,
commonsense or logic. Mahfuz’s dramatic techniques of
withholding information and denying access into the characters’
minds and pasts are formidably existential. We are never quite
sure of the true identities of Sa‘dan and the General, of how

they come to meet or of their real purpose.

The second point of convergence between Mahfgz and the
existentialists in The Dictator is that he seems to purposefully
throw his characters in a state of uncertainty and void where they
experience doubt, pain, frustration, malaise and even death. In
The Dictator, the General and his servant Sa‘din await—with
mounting anxiety—in a dark windowless room some crucial
information about the revolution they have launched against the
tyrannical king. As they wait, they while away the time discussing
the importance of the jackboots in attaining freedom and talking
about the progress of the General’s armed forces towards the

capital. Every time Sa‘dun mentions the king, the General’s
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doubts rise and he is aroused to anger. Then follows a series
of phone calls informing the General that the revolution has
succeeded, but the king is still loose. This makes him frustrated
and uncertain about the success of the revolution. Sa‘dan tries
to appease him, but the General remains restless and anxious,
feeling that his achievement is absurd and meaningless if the
king is not captured and hanged. He then starts to suspect that
Sa‘dan might be the king. Sa‘dan, under persistent urgings,
admitted to being the king and is then killed by the General. The
General apparently could not enjoy the newly earned freedom;
he was overwhelmed with a sense of dread, sensing danger and

evil everywhere around him.

The third common tenet between Mahfgz and existentialism is
his belief in the concept of free will/choice where the character
is held responsible and accountable for his/her decisions and
struggles to achieve self-definition. Mahfaz further concurs with
the existentialists that the experience of freedom will necessarily
breed angst. This is very applicable to Sa‘din who has freely
chosen to follow the General and to be his servant. The General
dismisses him from his service many times, but he begs him to
stay. Even when the game becomes very dangerous and the
General decides to kill him, instead of taking his baggage and
opt out of the game, Sa“dun chooses to stay with the General,
and he even accepts the new identity projected upon him. In
this way, Sa‘dun is an existential character who encounters an

inexplicable situation but decides to impose his own meaning
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on it. He freely makes his decision and is ready to accept the
negative consequences of his messianic choice. He experiences
angst and dread from the threat of death and nothingness, but
he is able to give his death a meaning. He considers it a form
of Christ-like lofty sacrifice in order to give this absurd world a
meaning (165).

What further links Mahfiz to existentialism is his vision of the
meaninglessness of the world and the absurdity and helplessness
of the human condition. Both Sa‘dan and the General seem
aware of the absurdity of the world and hence their game comes
to substantiate this awareness. Sickened by the ambivalent and
absurd existence that entraps them, Sa‘dun and the General
decide to give their existence a lofty meaning by playing the
game of saving the world. The game turns to be more absurd
and ambivalent than the world itself. When the General becomes
conscious of this reality, he turns violent; he believes that by
killing the king, absurdity will be outdone and meaning will be
imposed. When the king is not caught, the General tries to avoid
a sense of overwhelming defeat and thus creates his own king
and kills him only to discover that absurdity is eternal and that
there is no possibility of changing a world that does not want
to be saved (168). At the end, both the General and Sa‘din
lose the game: as Sa‘dun lies motionlessly on the ground, he
realizes the futility of their attempt and casts a wicked smile on
the broken General who stands at the verge of insanity, unable

to believe that the world has rejected his precious offering of
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salvation, of freedom and justice.

The Dictator, thus, communicates some of the major themes
of existentialism, namely the absurdity of the world, man’s
persistent sense of angst, a pervading feeling of nothingness,
and the experience of alienation, as it communicates some
major political themes of arbitrary authority, dictatorship,
oppression, and military aggression. The two readings of the
play, the existentialist and the political, surely converge to portray
Mahftz’s nightmarish vision of a world devoid of meaning, of

freedom and of justice.

Another implication of The Dictator which is salient in certain
sections of the play is the religious implication with Mahfaz’s
use of the messianic theme. Sa‘dun here invoked the image
of Jesus who was crucified by his enemies but has never lost
(132). The General insisted that the world has changed now
and if Jesus returns, he is destined to lose because people no
longer respect or believe in prophets or in salvation. However,
Sa‘dian believes that the world can be redeemed and for this
reason, he decides to accept the identity of the king, the good
and benevolent king who is ready to sacrifice himself and face
death to save the world. He is captured in April, the month
of resurrection and rebirth, and then stabbed to death by the
General to be revived again, not with a sublime hope of revival
and rectitude, but with utmost despair and disillusionment.
Mahfuz certainly employs the messianic theme to express his

conviction that the world as it is now is beyond salvation, that
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even Jesus Himself will not be able to save a world that does

not want to save itself.

In The Dictator, Mahftiz reveals a great sensitivity not only to the
political, existential and religious debates of his time, but also
to history and to the literary and cultural heritage. He makes
references to historical events like the King’s deception of his
people by throwing biscuits to them, an act that evokes Marie
Antoinette’s famous words, “Let them have biscuits”, and by
repeatedly mentioning the king’s daughter who was negligent
of people’s suffering and constantly “pokes her tongue to the
world”. This brief and indirect allusion to queen Marie Antoinette
serves to create a clearer image of the king and his family who
extravagantly squandered fortunes while the masses suffered
from hunger and poverty. He also refers to One and Thousand
Nights through making Sa‘dun always repeat that Masrar’'s
name is the same as that of King Shahriar’s executioner.
Mahfiaz, through these simple and funny references, was able
to conjure the tyrannical world of the One and Thousand Nights
indirectly comparing the General to the whimsical king Shahriar,
a comparison that enraged the General and made him reprimand
and dismiss Sa‘dan more than once, “Again you mention the
One and Thousand Nights. You are dismissed Sa‘dun. Pack

your baggage and leave. | can no longer tolerate you” (122).
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Conclusion

The major objective behind this study is to prove that the human
condition described by these two playwrights in two different
worlds and at two different times is approximately the same and
that the social, political and moral corruption is omnipresent, be
it in the democratic west or the autocratic east. The game-like
atmosphere the two dramatists have chosen as a vehicle to
convey this pessimistic vision of the modern world in The Dumb
Waiter and The Dictator serves to alleviate the tragic weight of
the two plays and to infest them with comedic elements that

contribute to their farcical nature.

Most of the analytic studies attempted at the two plays fall short
to encompass the originality and the depth of these dramatic
pieces. With The Dumb Waiter, the critical judgment, when
positive, has acknowledged the play’s serious nature but
failed to fully interpret its underlying political significance and
its existential quality that reveal Pinter’s acute political and
philosophical affiliations. With The Dictator, the case is different.
Many drama reviewers and critics have briefly attested to the
play’s daring treatment of a very serious political issue, that of
dictatorship—which might be dangerous in the Arab world—yet
a bulk of academically critical and analytic repertoire of Mahfaz’s

work is still unfortunately absent, though it is very much needed.

In this article, the two play’s political nature—whether implicit
or explicit—has been meticulously examined and proved to be

an essential starting point to any analytic approach towards the
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two plays. | have also revealed the existential bearing of the
two plays with the overwhelming angst of their characters and
their absurd worlds—whether such a philosophical position is a
conscious or an unconscious attitude adopted by their authors.

It is undeniable that the ‘apolitical’ Pinter who wrote The Dumb
Waiter in 1957 was not any different from the later Pinter of
2005 who in his Nobel Prize acceptance speech has overtly
and ferociously condemned the atrocities of the American and
British foreign policy that in the recent past used to prefer
indirect political intervention and employed “low intensity
conflict” to subdue states and peoples to their own system by
pitting the people of one country against each other. It is this
low intensity conflict that is superbly described in The Dumb
Waiter with Gus and Ben’s initially tense partnership. We do
not see them violently fighting, but we are quite conscious of a
malignant growth infecting their relation and throughout the play
we are able to see the gangrene bloom. This divide—and-rule
stratagem that is being cleverly employed all over the globe is
masterfully dramatized in the very local and confined events
of Pinter’s second one-act play where two hitmen waited in a
windowless basement for orders to perform their next job. It is
in this particular sense that The Dumb Waiter is sub—textually
political. Most staging performances and adaptations of the play
dwelt on this aspect revealing the fact that The Dumb Waiter is
not just a footnote in Pinter’s large and prolific dramatic corpus; it

is a subtle preliminary statement of Pinter’s political convictions
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and an early manifestation of his latent dissatisfaction with the
debased conditions of man in an age of immorality.

With Mahfaz, there is a different pattern. The Dictator is overtly,
explicitly and directly political. Mahfgz’s political engagement
has been a very salient quality throughout almost all his
compositions, literary, dramatic, and journalistic. His Theater
Manifesto Number 1 is written in a revolutionary manner and
language that evoke the manifestos of revolution leaders because
he genuinely believed in the political and social role of the theater
as a vehicle to expose, criticize, and ameliorate the afflicted
human condition. In The Dictator, Mahfuz daringly dealt with the
malignant case of military dictatorship in the Arab World and
more importantly with man’s illusions of a better world achieved
through military coup d’etats. His General and Sa‘dan play the
game of saving the world to realize at the end that the world
as it is now is beyond salvation. This tragic realization does not
only reflect the author’s pessimistic attitude towards the political
scene at that time, it also reveals his despair from any attempt
towards a better future for a world that has collaborated in the
process of crucifying itself and for a kind of man who accepted
injustice and slavery and finally sacrificed himself for the wrong
cause. For Mahfgz, the leftist thinker, dictators are the source of
evil in our world, and man’s submission to those tyrants serves
as a fertile soil for the growth of these malignant entities that
choke the fading hope of an egalitarian world where freedom

and democracy reign. It is quite clear, then, that The Dictator
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despite its absurdist structure and game-like atmosphere is a
harshly serious play that presents reality and shocks viewers
and readers with its penetrating revelation of the political, social
and moral decadence that has forever been plaguing the Arab
World.

When judging the success or the failure of any play, it is
undeniable that the authentic evaluation of any dramatic work
is constantly connected with its actual staging and its reception
by theatergoers and theater reviewers. Both Pinter and Mahfgz
were highly aware of this fact and would not even publish a
play if the prospect of staging it was not strongly viable. They
both believed that theater is the most influential form of art
and literature due to the immediacy of experience viewers are
given and due to its transformative power whether socially or
politically. Both playwrights have written their scripts not only
to achieve aesthetic pleasure, but also to inculcate—implicitly
though—a distinctive moral lesson to their viewers at all times:
man’s subservience to a higher political entity is not an inevitable
fate, it is a willful choice wrongly and unthoughtfully made by
weak or idealistic men. To them, it is a moral obligation to resist,
to be proactive and to even fight ferociously for the attainment of
an authentically just, free and democratic life. It is this liberating
and revolutionary message that Mahfgz’s The Dictator and
Pinter’s The Dumb Waiter genuinely communicate beyond their

absurdist structures.
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Abstract

In the backdrop of COVID-19, the educational body witnessed an
abrupt shift to distant learning leaving the teaching learning experience
in a state of turmoil. There arose an urgent need for an approach that
would meet the emerging demands of distance learning while upholding
the quality of in—person teaching learning experiences. To this end, the
researcher investigated and explored how Synchronous Online Flipped
Learning Approach (SOFLA®), an eight-cycle structured, interactive and
multifaceted online approach improved learners’ performance in writing
persuasive essays unlike students who followed a traditional method in an
online setting. The study followed the sequential mixed method approach,
spanning over six weeks and involving 30 students in the experimental
group and an equal 30 in the control group. Findings of the primary
quantitative (QUAN) results and sequential collection and analysis of the
secondary qualitative (qual) data, prompted the researcher to conclude
that SOFLA® is a feasible and recommended approach that enhances the

teaching learning experience in distance learning. The statistical results of
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p—value of 0.000 positively affirmed research question 1 and its related
hypothesis proving that implementation of SOFLA® is a feasible approach
to improve learners’ performance to write persuasive essays unlike
others who follow a traditional method in an online context. Moreover,
the descriptive and computed results of the secondary qualitative data
showed 90% learners’ positive perception of implementation of SOFLA®
substantiated with p-value (0.000, hence positively affirming research
question 2 and its related hypothesis.
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Introduction

With hardly any prior notice and preparations, educational
institutions shut down and teachers and students worldwide found
themselves in a state of quarantine, confounded with the pressing
need to adjust to a change in the teaching learning process, and
still uphold quality education in remote online setting. This shift
from a physical in—person classroom to a virtual distance one
became not only an imperative option to adjust to, but one that
entailed a plethora of challenges for teachers of all disciplines
and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) who grappled to
implement the approaches followed in the physical classroom
in an online context in order to facilitate learning of productive
skills, mainly writing. There was, hence an urgent need for an
apt instructional approach that would meet the exigencies of
online learning, guide teachers to facilitate instruction, maintain
learner engagement, foster active interaction, and maximize

learning in unfamiliar synchronous and asynchronous settings.
1.2 Statement of the problem

In the backdrop of lockdown and ensuing online teaching, teachers
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of EFL were confronted with the major challenge of teaching
writing skill in an online context. Research conducted in a face-
to—face setting affirm that writing is a demanding, complex skill
for learners who study English as a second Language, and more
so for those studying it as a foreign one (Kroll, 1990; Ddlger,
2011; Graham, Harris and Mason, 2005; Hayes, 2012; Herrera,
2002). The process of writing requires learners to demonstrate
an array of low and high—order thinking skills that include
reading, researching, rephrasing, summarizing, evaluating and
synthesizing. Derewianka & Jones (2012) consider it the most
challenging as it involves both the receptive and productive
skills. While writing, learners apply a set of sophisticated skills
and a range of linguistic resources like varying word choice,
sentence and overall text structure in new meaningful context
(Holliday, 2010; Rowe and Edwards, 2007).

The complexities were further accentuated by the absence
of a clear—cut effective framework and instructional approach
that would make use of best practices of in—person teaching
approaches to respond to the demands of online instruction.
Moreover, the approach needed would recognize teacher
presence to design proactive lesson plans, facilitate the process
of instruction and at the same time promote communication,
collaboration and learning (Garrison, Anderson and Archer,
2000). With minimal online teacher professional development,
teachers on the one hand, posted lessons on school Learning

Management Systems to be done in asynchronous setting and/

39



or struggled to deliver instruction by trying to transfer approaches
applied in face-to—face teaching to an online synchronous
context (Tschida, Hodge and Schmidt, 2016). Learners, on the
other, relied on some form of technology to access and interact
with learning materials (Anderson, 2011).

The question as to whether online learning would take shape
in synchronous and or asynchronous online learning settings
arose and became another issue to address. Research has
emphasized the benefits that asynchronous setting of online
learning holds. It is geographically independent, learner—paced,
timed and centered (Clark and Mayer,2016; Van der Keylen,
Lippert, Kunisch, Kuhlein, and Roos, 2020); it promotes cognitive
achievement, offers flexible opportunities for personalized pace
of learning, increased motivation, improved quality of equitable,
supportive and collaborative learning (Nwankwo, 2018).
Studies have nonetheless documented several challenges in
asynchronous online learning setting. Hartnett (2015) pointed to
loss of self-study and limitations of digital skills among learners;
Kim, Hong and Song (2019) observed the absence or minimal
motivation and readiness to achieve learning objectives; Smith
and Smith (2014) saw that it hindered effective application
of hands—on activities which are essential to some subjects;
and Baczek, Zaganczyk-Baczek, Szpringer, Jaroszynski,
Wozakowska—Kapton (2021) emphasized that absence of
active engagement and interaction in asynchronous online

learning context denied acquisition of social skills. Put together,
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the shortcomings of asynchronous online learning alone were
a source of dissatisfaction and frustration for teachers and
students alike.

Synchronous online learning setting, on the other hand, requires
instructors and learners to arrange meetings in real-time for
instant interactive communication and feedback. Studies have
shown that this form of online learning is cooperative in nature
and promotes teacher—learner and learner—learner discussions
(Blau, Weiser and Eshet-Alkalai, 2017). It also boosts motivation
and commitment to accomplish performance tasks (Hrastinski,
2008). Even so, researchers acknowledge that synchronous
online learning setting is not devoid of constraints. Tschida,
Hodge and Schmidt (2016) reveal that an impromptu shift to
synchronous teaching makes teachers fall victims to lengthy
lectures which inadvertently abort active participation, disrupt
the flow of interaction. It also results in disengaged passive

listeners, watchers and readers (Smith and Smith, 2()14).

The cornucopia of studies which highlight benefits and
inadequacies of online learning underscore the crucial need
for “a well-thought-out strategy and a more active approach”
(Baczek, et al. 2021, p. 1), that would not only include dynamic
elements of current instructional strategies to guide teachers,
but also “maintain their presence in robust and visible ways
and help students remain engaged and motivated while learning
online” in both asynchronous and synchronous settings (Marshall

and Kostka, 2020, p. 2). In the past two decades, researchers
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experimented and proposed models to guide online learning,
yet each remained pedagogically wanting. Egbert, Herman,
and Lee (2015) recommend a model for online flipped teacher
education which leverages technology, procedural knowledge
and instructional strategies yet mostly relies on asynchronous

form online learning.

Thorough research opened the doors wide to one novel online
pedagogy, Synchronous Online Flipped Learning Approach
(SOFLA®), introduced by Dr. Helaine Marshall in 2017 following
a trial in 2016 which integrated two modes of course delivery,
flipped learning and synchronous online learning to teach a
five-week pedagogical grammar course (Marshall & Rodriguez
Buitrago, 2017; Marshall and Kostka, 2020). SOFLA® is an
eight—step instructional approach that closely replicates an
active in—person classroom wherein teaching and learning take
shape through “structured, interactive, multimodal activities in
both asynchronous and synchronous” setting (Marshall, and
Wallestad, 2021, p.140). The instructional approach integrates
best practices of two separate teaching learning paths, the
Community of Inquiry (Col) framework for online teaching
(Garrison, Anderson, & Archer, 2000; Garrison, 2016, as
cited in Marshall, and Wallestad, 2021, p. 140) and flipped
learning (Bergmann & Sams, 2012). Accordingly, the study will
investigate the efficacy of implementing SOFLA® to enhance

learners’ ability to write persuasive essays in an online context.
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1.3 Purpose of the study

The study aimed to study how implementing SOFLA® would
bridge the teaching learning gaps that mostly surfaced as a
result of the sudden shift to remote learning. It aimed to equip
teachers with a clear pedagogical framework that would introduce
and uphold active engagement learning practices that maximize
learning in a remote context. In addition, implementing the eight
steps of SOFLA® aimed to explore learners’ positive perspective
on SOFLA®. In the light of the above, the following research

questions and hypotheses were postulated.
1.5 Research questions

Does implementation of SOFLA® improve learners’ performance
to write persuasive essays unlike others who follow a traditional

method in an online context?
Do learners develop a positive perception towards SOFLA®?
Hypotheses

Implementation of SOFLA® improves learners’ performance to
write persuasive essays unlike others who follow a traditional

method in an online context

Students develop a positive perception towards SOFLA®
Literature Review
2.1 Theoretical Frameworks Underlying SOFLA®.
Two distinct teaching learning frameworks underpin SOFLA®.

The first is Col framework for online teaching which posits that
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“learning occurs within the Community through the interaction of
three core elements ... cognitive presence, social presence, and
teaching presence. (Garrison, Anderson, & Archer, 2000, p.
87). The second framework resides in the four pillars of flipped
learning: flexible environment, learning culture, intentional
content and professional educator (Flipped Learning Network,
2014).

2.1.1 Community of Inquiry Framework

According to Garrison, Anderson and Archer, online learning
referred to as “computer conferencing” facilitated through
computer communication is “a versatile medium for the delivery
of educational programs “anytime, anywhere” (2000, p, 87). With
the boom of ‘computer conferencing’ and ‘distance education’
at the turn of the century, Garrison, Anderson and Archer
systematically studied the literature and introduced a “conceptual
framework and model of a community of inquiry” (2000, p103),
which has for two decades and a half become a supportive
tool for designing online teaching and learning experiences.
The Col framework postulates that learning experience can
best be facilitated and attained through the interrelation of three
requisite elements, teaching presence, social presence, and
cognitive presence each of which is sub—divided into categories

and indicators (Garrison, et al., 2000).

The first, success of teaching presence, depends on three sub-
categories: the expertise of the teacher to (1) set learning goals,

design learning material, assessment for learning and process of
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delivery, (2) facilitate the teaching learning process in effective
ways to help learners construct deep meaning and critical thinking
and (3) guide and focus discussion and interaction in an online
context. The second, cognitive presence, which indicates the
extent to which learners in an educational “community of inquiry
are able to construct meaning through sustained communication”
(p- 89), encompasses four sub-groupings that rely on the
expertise of the teacher presence to (1) trigger communication
and set mental process of inquiry and learning rolling; (2) engage
learners to explore new concept and orient their attention to
make sense of new concepts, (3) integrate and connect these
to acquired knowledge to gain deeper understanding of whole,
and finally (4) apply the acquired knowledge and skill and
verify enduring understanding in new context. The third, social
presence incorporates three interrelated categories which sustain
both the teaching presence and cognitive presence. The ability
of the teacher to (1) establish positive environment that puts
learners at ease to behave naturally and express themselves;
(2) open communication, interaction which deepens (3) group
cohesion. These are translated through purposeful collaborative
commitment, positive interdependence, accountability, thus,
maximizing both the cognitive and teaching elements of the
educational experience (Garrison et al. 2000; Garrison, 2016).
In short, teaching presence shapes and sustains a sense
of group commitment and collaboration, the basics of social
presence which in turn prompts the cognitive facets conducive

to higher—order thinking and learning.
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In the light of the above, SOFLA®, a novel online pedagogical
model of flipped learning, demonstrates how the three elements
that frame the teaching presence support teachers not only in
designing the learning experience but also accentuate their
dynamic presence to create a comprehensive, accessible,
collaborative and vigorous teaching learning experience
(Garrison, 2016). SOFLA® actively engages learners and gives
them ownership of their learning (Marshall, 2017; Marshall and
Rodriguez Buitrago, 2017; Marshall and Kostka, 2020; Marshall,
2021; Marshall, and Wallestad, 2021).

2.1.2 Flipped Learning
The second framework thar underpins SOFLA® is Flipped

Learning, a pedagogical approach that transforms the traditional
paradigm of teaching and learning through moving direct
instruction of foundational knowledge to short interactive videos
viewed outside the class in an individual learning space. The
relocation converts the classroom from a traditional class based
on direct instruction to an interactive learning venue where
learners actively engage in application and analysis of concepts
and skills (Flipped Learning network, 2014). Flipped learning,
redirects the compass to respond to learne variance and
needs via creating flexible learning environments and culture,
varying and accommodating process (Tomlinson, 2001).
Flipped learning fosters either group work or independent study
involving learners in a variety of active learning strategies and

emphasizing high—order thinking skills which culminate in ongoing
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learning (Berrett, 2012) In a white paper published in 2013,
Hamdan, McKnight, P., McKnight, K. and Arfstrom explain that
although limited quantitative and qualitative research exist on
Flipped Learning, yet a significant number has investigated “key
elements of the model with respect to instructional strategies
for engaging students in their learning” (p. 6). As such, flipped
learning provides learners with opportunities to interact with
content through reading, writing, listening, talking, and reflecting
(University of Minnesota Center of Learning and Education,
2008), and revs up student engagement and critical thinking
(O’Dowd and Aguilar-Roca, 2009).

Today, the literature is copious with studies that investigate the
efficacy of the approach in science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM), nursing and the social sciences (Voss
and Kostka, 2019, p. 4); but still minimal in English Language
instruction whether implemented in—person or distance learning
(Marshal and Kostka 2020). Nevertheless, literature in the field
of English Language teaching supports the implementation of
flipped learning. Studies have evidenced that students and
instructors have shown positive attitudes towards different models
of flipped learning (Hung, 2017; Voss and Fang, 2016). Others
have indicated that flipped learning improves comprehension,
interaction and critical thinking (Marshall, 2014); contributes
to positive learning outcomes (Fethi and Marshall, 2018);
promotes learners’ motivation and engagement (Hung, 2015),

and autonomy in learning (Han, 2015). Most relevant to the
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current study, findings have also indicated that flipped learning
is conducive to the development of writing skills (Alghasab,
2020; Ekmekci, 2009; Engin, 2014; Luo, O’Steen and Brown,
2020). To add, a body of pedagogically oriented literature has
been developed to support instructors’ efforts in implementing
flipped learning (Marshal & Kostka, 2020).

Since its inception, flipped learning has witnessed a development
of the framework into six models: Flipped Mastery by Bergman &
Sams (2012), Explore—Flip Apply by Musallam (2013), In-Class
Flip by Gonzalez (2014), Peer Instruction by Berrett (2012),
Online Flip by Honeycutt (2014) and the latest, which the study
investigates, Synchronous Online Flipped Learning Approach in
2017 (as cited in Marshall, 2019). All observe the four fundamental
pillars of flipped learning: (1) Flexible Environment; (2) Learning
Culture; (3) Intentional Content; and (4) Professional Educator
(Marshall and Kostka, 2020), yet “apply them to according to
the exigencies of a particular instructional context” (Marshal,
2019, p.l). SOFLA® has to date been investigated by Marshall,
(2017), Marshall and Rodriguez Buitrago, (2017), Marshall and
Kostka, (2020), Marshall and Wallestad, (2021) and recently
Torres Zuhiga who examined the effectiveness of SOFLA® to
enhance students’ proficiency in English B1.1 in an EFL course
in the second year of the degree of Primary Education in the
Faculty of Teacher Training and Education at a Spanish university
(2021). Hence, the opportunity to study the efficacy of this new

E-Learning pedagogy to enhance learners’ performance to
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write persuasive essays was a promising challenge.
2.2 Synchronous Online Flipped Learning Approach

Developed by Helaine Marshal (2017) and refined by Marshal
and Rodriguez Buitrago (2017), SOFLA® is a pedagogical
approach which repositions the settings of flipped learning
yet maintains teacher presence in a learner—centered online
environment through proactive planning: curating content
and tasks to promote higher—order thinking skills, tailoring
instruction to respond to students’ needs, promoting dynamic
in—depth discussion, upholding application via independent then
collaborative learning experiences to deepen learning (Marshal
and Kostka, 2020),

2.2.1 Frameworks of Synchronous Online Flipped Learning
Approach

The big question that poses itself is how SOFLA® encompasses
Col and Flipped learning to make the most of online teaching
learning experience. To commence, Marshall and Wallestad
(2021) recommend four main questions that would highlight
teacher presence and guide them through planning and facilitating
instruction: First, it is requisite that teachers pre—determine the
content to be addressed in each of the asynchronous settings and
the synchronous ones along with the objective of each. Second,
they must design and execute the introduction of the key concepts
or skills in the asynchronous setting, and proactively plan how the
asynchronous learning will support and maximize the teaching

learning process in the subsequent synchronous steps. Third, it
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is essential that teachers consider how the material and process
of instruction in the synchronous class would maximize student-
student interaction, instruction and collaboration which in turn
respond to the needs of diverse learners. Last but not the least,
teachers ought to consider how they would build accountability
and peer feedback to give learners ownership of learning in both
settings. An umbrella framework encompassing four strategies
— Equity, Enrichment, Engagement and Empowerment (4E’s) —
stipulate the implementation of SOFLA® to create fertile spaces
for learning all through the eight-step learning cycle that align
with and inform the other for adjustment of the teaching learning
process (Marshal and Kostka, 2020).

2.2.2 The Eight-Step Learning Cycle of SOFLA® within the
4E Strategies

The eight-step cycle call for interconnectedness and alignment
which inform and foster active engagement and learning in
both asynchronous and synchronous settings. Step One, Pre-
Work of SOFLA®, forms the basis of flipped learning (Bauer-
Ramazani, Graney, Marshall and Sabieh as cited in Marshal
and Wallestad, 2021). The pre-set launches the learning
process through delivery of explicit structured, interactive and
multifaceted instruction of course concepts via short videos or
shared reading with focused embedded questions and activities
posted on a learning platform. In this step, every student is able
to access, view or read any number of times as need be, and

then complete and post the assigned work which the teacher
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refers to in order to pinpoint areas of learning or lack of it, and
accordingly design and adjust instruction in the next step, The
Sign—In Activity. Although teachers may easily find myriads of
videos online, Voss and Kostka (2019) suggest that tailoring one’s
videos renders them more “individualized” and “personalized”
(p. 16) since the content, narration and clarifications are
purposely planned to meet predetermined learning objectives,
respond to students’ needs and stimulate motivation through
language and variation of tone. Flipping learning whether in the
actual classroom or online does not entail over reliance or use
of state—of-the art technology since “pedagogy should always
drive technology, never the other way around,” the pioneers
of recommend (Bergman and Sams, 2012, p. 21). In Step 2,
The Sign-In Activity, learners meet synchronously for the first
time to respond to a question or more which teachers purposely
design to activate learning by triggering every learner to actively
participate, share understanding of key concepts introduced in
the Pre-Work, review key points and clarify misunderstanding
if found. Practice and application ensue in Whole—-Group
Application, Step 3, becomes the Enrichment stage where the
teacher facilitates a collaborative activity that entails group
application and peer instruction of the concept introduced in
the Pre—Work. Learners share, discuss ideas and exchange
feedback to reinforce and deepen learning of key concepts
using an interactive tool as Google Document, Jam board,
padlet or others. Step 4, Breakouts and Step 5, Share-Out, are
student-structured and centered, and foster active engagement,
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interaction and peer instruction manifested in collaborative tasks
and shared product, first done in breakout rooms, and later
on reported and shared in the mainstream room of the online
platform. Learners partake in the Share Help Ask and Comment
(SHAC) protocol (Fethi, 2015). They share the collaborative
product, raise questions, provide constructive feedback, and
self-conduct reciprocal discussions and justifications (Fethi and
Marshall, 2018) which ultimately promote positive and supportive
learning environments. In this context, “meaning is constructed
and shared” (Garrison, 2011, p. 10) in a social context through
interaction, observation, among more—abled peers within small
groups, and subsequently independent application (Vygotsky,
1978). Moreover, collaboration and active communication towards
attainment of a shared goal build a sense of group commitment
in an online community, give learners a sense of ownership, hold
each learner accountable for the success of the shared task,
goal and cognitive aspects of the learning experience (Garrison,
2009), thus replicating positive interdependence, individual
accountability, face—to—face conducive interaction, social skills
and group processing in physical cooperative learning. The
teaching learning process in SOFLA® culminates in Steps 6,
7 and &, Preview and Discovery, Assignment Instructions and
Reflection which lend learners a sense of Empowerment to take
ownership of learning. Teachers revisit and review key concepts
introduced in the Pre—Work step, assess learners’ ability to apply
and explain new—founded knowledge in new context in order to

either confirm understanding or show the need for personalized

52



< ——— -

support before embarking on a briefing of upcoming Pre-Work,
and finally learners round up with an exit that requires them
to reflect on the learning experience, new skill, strategy or
understanding gained from the synchronous session which is a
“‘legitimate form” of the new information gained and the level of
learning after practice (Schon, 1983, p.69). SOFLA® sets a
systematic plan for learning demonstrated in the rubric template
designed by Heather Rubin which guides teachers and learners
to be cognizant of the indicators of each step of the learning
cycle and so, rate the level implementation of each (as cited in
Marshall, and Wallestad, 2021).

Step 1
Pre-Work
Step 8:
Reflection

Step 2;

Sign-in Activity

Step 3:
Whole Group Activity

Step 4

Preview and

Discover Breakouts

Step 5:

Share-out

Figure 1.The eight-step cycle of SOFLA®

Hence, in the backdrop of lockdown and the need to adapt
to change in pedagogy, SOFLA® offered an opportune model
to transfer the dynamic face-to—face classes classroom to a
virtual one in order to promote students’ performance in writing
persuasive essay.
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2.3 Related Studies

The literature evidences that teaching writing in an online context
is feasible and effective. Lin and Griffith (2014) conclude that
online collaborative learning environments develops learners’
cognitive and writing skill, Carolan and Kyppg, (2015) indicate
that process writing in a digital environment facilitates students’
acquisition of writing skills while Cleary, Rice, Zemliansky, Amant,
and Borgman (2019), assert that online forums are purposeful ad
productive in that they allow teachers to model writing practices
(P
11) as learners review, reflect share, collaborate and allocate

PRl

and “observe peer—supported writing taking shape ‘live

work. The above-mentioned studies fall short of expounding
the pedagogy followed in online learning, accordingly, SOFLA®
offered an opportune remote learning model to adapt to change
in education in a post-pandemic time. The approach adheres to
the pillars of flipped learning, maintains the teacher’s presence
in a learner—centered and structured approach which focuses
“on the learner and learning” (Bergman and Sams, 2012, p 11)
through active engagement and opportunities for every learner

in an online context.
3.1 Research design

The study followed a mixed method design comprising qualitative
and quantitative research methods for data collection to mitigate
the limitations of both designs if conducted separately, and in
so doing provided a more comprehensive understanding of

the aforementioned research questions postulated (Creswell &
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Plano Clark, 2018).
3.1.1 The type of research

The study specifically adhered to the explanatory sequential
design which is a two—phase mixed method design that begins
with the collection and analysis of dominant quantitative data
(QUAN) in the first phase and is followed by collection of
secondary qualitative data (qual) in the second. The researcher
built on the results of the quantitative findings to build on and
follow—up the secondary quantitative data in order to explore
students’ perception on SOFLA®. The design intent of the
sequential explanatory mixed method design is “to explain the
mechanisms or reasons behind quantitative result” (Plano Clark,
and Creswell, 2015, p. 391). The study gave dominant priority
to quantitative data over qualitative ones (QUAN qual), with
sequential (—>) timing for collection of both sets, and distinct
interaction and interpretation of analysis of both (Creswell &
Plano Clark, 2018). The quantitative data collected in the first
phase from the pretest and posttest were analyzed using SPSS
25 to inform and structure the qualitative data collection which
were garnered in the second phase from an interview with
a subsample of focus group of 10 students. The connection
between both sets of data was established right from the onset
through the research questions that included both data sets
components, then through using the dominant quantitative
results to form the focus group and generate the core questions

asked, and finally through the interpretation of the dataset.
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3.1.2 Data Collection, Instruments and Implementation

The study investigated whether SOFLA® would improve learners’
performance in writing persuasive essay (RQ1) and explored
learners’ perception of the SOFLA® experience (RQ2). The study
was implemented in a private school in Lebanon in the academic
year 2021-2022, over a span of 6 weeks from 19" April within
14 sixty—minute—synchronous sessions. The participants in the
study comprised sixty 17-year—old second secondary students
who study English as a Foreign Language and as medium of
instruction. 30 participants in the control group learned the
elements of persuasive writing in synchronous online sessions
following the traditional method while the thirty participants in
the experimental group learned the skill through implementing
the eight-step learning step of SOFLA®. Prior to launching the
study, a pre—test was administered to all participants in order to
document an initial record of students’ performance in writing
a persuasive essay. In this phase, both groups were equal and
any difference later observed in the analysis of results must be
attributed to the intervention the experimental group received.
The researcher assessed students’ essays as per an adapted
grading rubric. Two days before the intervention was launched,
the researcher and the experimental group held a synchronous
Google Meet session during which the teacher-researcher
communicated the objective of the study and clarified the 8—step
learning cycle of SOFLA®. The researcher then proceeded

to record two videos about the elements and techniques that
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make up persuasive writing. The videos and two embedded
interactive assignments were posted on Google Classroom, and
students were instructed to submit the worksheets on the same
platform for the teacher to review and garner evidence of areas
of strengths and shortcomings in order to tailor and adapt the
content of upcoming steps. To facilitate instant communication
and feedback to students’ clarification questions during the pre—
work, learners expressed their preference for a WhatsApp group
which learners find user—friendly, easily accessible, conducive
to interaction (Sari and Putri, 2019), particularly when the group
includes the presence of the teacher (Baishya, 2020). The
seven synchronous sessions proceeded as scheduled during
which learners experienced a replica of the active in—person
classroom where teaching and learning took form at times
via teacher-structured as opposed to centered, and mostly
through learner—structured and centered classes which included
collaborative, multimodal activities and interaction conducive to
higher—order learning. The exit from the intervention in step
8: Reflection, required learners to ponder, reflect and write
brief notes on their experience with SOFLA®, a practice which
Dewey (1938) asserts is as significant to students’ growth as
the experience itself since it offers learners the opportunity
to think of what they had leaned and about the process of
learning. As students reflect, they take time to “focus on the
cognitive aspects (thinking, problem solving and so on) that led
to particular actions, the outcomes and lessons learned from

those actions, and how these inform what they might do in

57



the future” (Mair, 2012, p. 14). The eight-step learning cycle
accented the teaching presence which played a pivotal role for
successful online leaning through setting and communicating
the learning objectives, setting and following up deadlines,
facilitating the teaching learning experience for the purpose of
making meaning through guiding and redirecting discussion and
interaction, encouraging sharing, participation and constructive
feedback, posing probe and guiding questions and building
collaboration, intervening to reinforce relevant discussion all of
which maximize meaningful teaching and learning (Garrison,
Anderson and Archer, 2000).

Done with the implementation of the intervention, researcher
proceeded to collect the quantitative data for analysis. A
posttest was administered requesting students in both control
and experimental groups to write a persuasive essay as per
the same criteria of the adapted rubric followed in the pre—test.
The dominant quantitative results were analyzed and relied on
to form a focus group of ten students who were invited to freely
communicate their feedback and viewpoint in response to four
semi-structured questions which aimed to explore their positive
perspective of SOFLA®. Zohrabi (2013) suggests that semi-
structured questions are “flexible and allow the interviewee to
provide more information” (p.258). In real-time, the students
typed and posted their feedback on Google Classroom so that

the evidence remained private to the researchers.
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4.1 Analysis of the Primary (QUAN) and Secondary (qual)
Results

The results of the primary quantitative data sets (QUAN) were
collected sequentially (—) and analyzed according to SPSS 25.
The computed findings set the ground for collection and analysis
of the secondary qualitative data (qual). The results of data sets

are shown below. f
4.1.1 Analysis of Primary Quantitative Findings

After computing the results of the pre-test and posttest,
administered to both the control and experimental groups, the
researcher compared and studied the differences in mean,
t—statistics, p—value and 95% confidence intervals of both groups.
The purpose was to answer the first research question and
hypothesis which posited that implementation of SOFLA® would
improve learners’ performance to write persuasive essays unlike
others who follow a traditional method in an online context. Based
on the explicit significant differences in results of experimental
group as table 1 below indicates, the researcher concludes that
the results are significant and that implementation of SOFLA® is
an effectively significant feasible strategic online approach that

can improve learners’ performance to write persuasive essays.
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Mean Difference | t-statistic | Standard | P-value | 95% Confidence
in Means error Sd Intervals
D
Persuasive P Post
Essay re 0s Lower Upper
—test test
4.20 | 4.10 -0.10 -0.902 0.111 0.375 -0.327 | 0.127
Mean Difference | t-statistic | Standard | P-value | 95% Confidence
in  Means error Sd Intervals
P [ D
ersuasive
Pre| Post-
Upper
Essay _test test Lower pp
4.07 | 6.90 2.833 14.735 0.192 0.000 2.440 3.227

Table 1. Differences between Results of Control and Experimental

Groups

Table 1 above and figures 2 and 3 below show the statistical
differences in mean and P-Value between the control group and
experimental group. Starting with the control group, the mean
difference between the pre-test and posttest registered -(.10
with no significant difference as seen by P value (.375, the
t—value registered —(.902, which likewise showed no statistically
significant differences in average between the pre—test and the
post—test, and finally the differences in mean and 95% confidence
intervals recorded was 95% CI [-0.327, 0.127]. The findings
in the control group showed that the traditional online teaching
method did not improve the performance of learners to write
persuasive essays. On the other hand, a reading and analysis
of the computed differences in mean, t-test, p—value and 95%

confidence interval of the experimental group gave solid ground
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for the researcher to conclude that implementation of SOFLA®
improved learners’ performance in writing persuasive essays
unlike learners who studied the same writing form in traditional
ways. The numerical results indicated 2.833 positive difference
between the mean, t-test 14.735 p—-value of 0.000 and 95%
confidence interval [2.440, 3.227], thus, affirming hypothesis 1
that implementation of SOFLA® improved learners’ performance
to write persuasive essays unlike others who follow a traditional

method in an online context.
Figure 2. Mean Difference Between Pre—test and Posttest of Control
and Experimental groups
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4.1.2 Difference in P-value between Control Group and

[=

Experimental Group

Furthermore, to quantify the strength of evidence that proved
the hypothesis that the implementation of SOFLA® improved
learners’ performance to write persuasive essays unlike
learners who followed a traditional method in an online context,

the researcher used a standard level P-Value P < (.05 (5%
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significance). P—value less than (.05 is statistically significant.
The P-Value figure below, thus reads as follows. p value<(.05

is significant
Figure 3. Difference of P-Value Between Experimental and Control
Groups
‘:"f.'.'a.'.l é;l'"n:é\"llj f.:a'.d;'}'l e im gk 2

3 fa Cho B0
K

In general, P-values less than ().05 designate an improvement or
deterioration in students’ performance in pre—test and posttest.
First, in the control group, the results showed a decrease in
writing persuasive essays as indicated in the p-value of
0.375 pointing to the negativity and drawbacks inherent in the
traditional method. However, a reading of the p—value results
of the experimental group showed significant enhancement in
students’ writing. The p-value indicated (0.000) and (+2.833)
mean difference which signified a notable improvement in
students’ performance in writing persuasive essays. SOFLA®,
therefore contributed to significantly improving and maintaining
students’ performance to write persuasive essay throughout the

term of the intervention.
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4.1.3 Difference in T-value Between Control and
Experimental Groups

In general, t—value greater than 2 indicates that there is either
an improvement or deterioration. First, as indicated in table 1

above and figure 4 below, the t-value of the control
Figure 4. Differences of t-Value between Experimental and Control

Groups
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group indicated —-0.902, which is less than 2 with a slightly

L
[=

negative mean difference between pre-test and post-test.
Therefore, it can be concluded that there are no statistically
significant differences in students’ performance in persuasive
writing in the control group between the pre-test and the post-
test. While the mean difference of the experimental group was
higher between the pre—test and the post-test. This increase was
statistically significant as t-value registered 14.735 indicating a
prominent improvement in the students’ persuasive writing after

implementing SOFLA®. t value >2 is significant
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4.2 Analysis and Discussion of Secondary Qualitative
Result (qual)

In the light of the dominant quantitative results of the pre
and posttest, the researcher invited ten students and had a
virtual Google Meet session during which a semi-structured
interview was conducted to collect secondary qualitative data to
respond to research question 2 and its related hypothesis and
accordingly affirm that students developed a positive perception
of SOFLA®. The following four questions were posed. (1) What
specifically appealed to you in the Synchronous Online Flipped
Learning Approach (SOFLA®.)? (2) Did the online teaching
learning approach, deepen your understanding of persuasive
essay writing? (3) What would you improve or modify any step
in SOFLA®? Why? (4) Would you recommend SOFLA® to other
teachers in other subjects? Why?

4.2.1 Descriptive Results of Interview

To maintain the ethical considerations that govern any research
study, the researcher clarified that their identities will remain
anonymous and that their feedback will be used for research
purposes under pseudonyms not disclosed to anyone even
themselves. Students were also instructed to type their feedback
to avoid influencing each other’s thoughts and perspective.
Then each question was read and posted on the chat box at a
time. Finally, the participants posted their documents on Google
Classroom. The researcher followed Creswell and Poth’s
(2018) Data Analysis Spiral approach, a five-step process to
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analyze students’ response and accordingly made conclusions
about each question explored. The first two steps in the spiral
process entailed organizing the responses of each core question
under correlating headings followed by a meticulous reading of
the categorized data in order to sort the data into categories
relevant to the second research question and hypothesis which
postulated that students would develop a positive perception
towards SOFLA®. Third, the researcher proceeded to the coding
process, which entailed using different colours to take note of
recurrent and rephrased words and ideas, and accordingly
track emerging ideas which clearly distinguished connections
across the data and annotations, ultimately pointing to students’
positive perception of SOFLA®. The alike coloured codes were
at that point organized into common themes and patterns under
new headings, which formed the basis to develop interpretations
in concise finding statements in the subsequent and last step
of the Spiral approach. The interpretive process explored the
common themes and the connections made for deeper insights
to answer research question 2, which postulated that students
would have positive perspectives of SOFLA®. To complete the
final step of the spiral, the researcher listed and described the
five common patterns in a descriptive form and presented them
in a table which provided a comprehensive overview of the
common positive perspectives of the students. Five common
them emerged from the four questions as seen in tables 2, 3
and figure 5 below.
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Secondary Qualitative Data: Interview N=1

Common Themes ldentified Frequency of Percentage of
from students’ Responses recurrence of Common Recurrence of
Themes Common themes
1. Efficiency of 8/10 80%
asynchronous videos to
watch at ease and pace
2. Essential for Teamwork, 9/10 90%
communication and
interaction
3. A Boost to learn from 9/10 90%
personal and peer
mistakes
4. Enhancement of writing 9/10 90%
Skills
5. Recommendations to: 10/10 100%
e implement
SOFLA® in other e §/10 o 80%
subjects
e limit time allotted e 2/10 o 20%
to some steps in
SOFLA® e 1/10 e 10%
e conduct further
research in
SOFLA®.

Percentage of Recurrence of Common themes

oo 90% 90%
U : I
10

Efficiency of Basis for Teamwork, ~ Boost to learn from of writing
asynchronous videos  communicationand  personal and peer skills
watch at ease and pace interaction mistakes

100%
90%

Table 2.Frequency and Percentage of Common Themes Identified
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Common Themes Identified from students’ responses & frequency of recurrence

Efficiency of . A Boost to| Enhancement| Recommendations | Percentage
Basis for e
asynchronous learn from | of writing (1)
Student videos watch T eamwor k , | personal and | Skills
at ease and . q peer mistakes
pace communication
and interaction
Hani 1 1 1 0 1 80%
Lana 1 1 1 1 1 100%
Lena 1 1 1 1 1 100%
Majid 1 1 1 1 1 100%
Nagham 1 1 1 1 1 100%
Rama 1 1 1 1 0 80%
Sama 1 1 1 1 1 100%
Zima 1 1 1 1 1 100%
Dana 0 0 0 1 1 40%
Madi 0 1 1 1 1 80%
(F;‘;me ntage | goo 90% 90% 90% 90% 88%

Table 3. percentage of recurrence of common themes Identified from

students’ Responses

The first, theme ‘Efficiency of asynchronous videos to watch at
ease and pace’ was identified from the responses of 80% of the
students. Nagham wrote that the videos “allow us to take notes
without missing ideas since we can always replay or rewatch ...
[they] are always there”. The second common theme recognized
from 90% of the responses perceived SOFLA® basically
necessary for team work, communication and interaction which
led to a cause effect pattern with the third theme, ‘a boost

to learn from personal and peer mistakes.’: Lena’s response
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sums up the two themes , “Most of the work and discussion
depended on students themselves which | personally find truly
advanced and beneficial to learn from mistakes which is a life
skill” The fourth theme also detected from 90% of the answers
showed the impact of SOFLA® to enhance students’ persuasive
writing skills. According to Sama,

writing has never been this fun. | genuinely enjoyed writing
persuasive essays, thanks to SOFLA, for | learned it in a different,
unusual way. This way of learning creates space for creativity in
writing since it engraves the basics of persuasive writing in our

brains which makes writing smoother and swifter

Finally, three different recommendations formed the fifth theme.
First, 80% of the responses recommended implementing
SOFLA® in other subjects. Zima perceived that it would be
“intriguing” to implement it in philosophy and in the sciences,
while Sama recommended it to all subjects “especially the least
liked and most difficult subjects” naming math and physics in
particular. Moreover, Sama invited researcher to test SOFLA®
‘on a larger number of students and different subjects”.
However, two students proposed limiting the time allotted to
some steps. To conclude, tables 2 and 3 alongside figure 5
show the distribution of the students’ responses and percentage
of the five common themes indicating positive perception of
the approach and positively confirming research question 2 and
its related hypothesis. 80% of the responses emphasized
the effectiveness of SOFLA® to allow them to watch at their
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ease and pace. 90% of the students accentuated that the
approach enhanced their writing skills, promoted learning from
personal and peer mistakes, and formed a fertile ground for
teamwork, communication and interaction; and recommended

the implementation of the online approach in other subjects.

4.2.2 Testing Students’ perceptions of the implementation
of SOFLA®

Finally, the researcher used the Binominal Test to see
whether students’ responses showed positive perceptions of
the implementation of SOFLA®. The test was based on the
consideration that the null hypothesis is that students develop a
positive perception (till 90%) towards SOFLA, and the alternative
hypothesis is the opposite.

Null hypothesis(H0): The percentage of positive perceptions of
implementation of SOFLA® is less than or equal to 90%.

Alternative hypothesis(H1): The percentage of positive
perception of implementation of SOFLA® is higher than 90%.
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Category | N Observed | T e st | Exact Sig. (1-tailed)
Prop. Prop.
Group 1 [<=.9 4 4 .9 .0002
positive aspect | Group 2 | > .9 6 .6
Total 10 1.0
a. Alternative hypothesis states that the proportion of cases in the first group < .9.

Table 4. Proportion Test (Binomial test) of students’ perceptions of

SOFLA®

To conduct the test, the researcher formed two groups based
on the percentage of five themes recognized from the students’
answers to the four semi-structured questions. As shown in
table 3 above, the first group comprised the four students who
did not voice their opinion in the positive common themes, thus
constituting 40% of the total number of students interviewed.
The remaining six students expressed positive perspectives
in more than 90% of the five positive common themes, thus
forming 60% of the total number of students interviewed for
the sequential collection of secondary data (qual) to respond to
research question 2.

The result showed that p—value is (0.000, which is less than (.05,
designating that the null hypothesis is rejected. It can therefore
be considered that the percentage of positive perception of
implementation of SOFLA in online learning is higher than 90%.
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5. 1 Results and Discussions

In conclusion, the study followed the sequential mixed method
approach to address two research questions. The first, a primary
quantitative one investigated whetherimplementation of SOFLA®,
an eight-cycle online approach that is based on two theoretical
frameworks, community of Inquiry and Flipped learning, would
improve learners’ performance to write persuasive essays unlike
others who follow a traditional method in an online context. The
second research question was the secondary qualitative question
which explored students’ positive perception of SOFLA®. The
results of both the primary quantitative and secondary qualitative
results prompted the researcher to conclude that SOFLA® is a
feasible and recommended approach to promote the teaching
learning experience in distance learning. The statistical results
showed 2.833 positive difference between the mean, t-test
14.735 p-value of 0.000 and 95% confidence interval [2.440,
3.227], thus, affirming research question 1 and its related
hypothesis that implementation of SOFLA® is a feasible approach
to improve learners’ performance to write persuasive essays
unlike others who follow a traditional method in an online context.
Moreover, computed results of the secondary qualitative data
showed the percentage of positive perception of implementation
of SOFLA® in online learning is higher than 90% with p-value
is 0.000, which is less than (.05, likewise positively affirming
research question 2 and its related hypothesis.

71



5.2 Limitations

Although SOFLA® framework facilitated remote learning through
asynchronous learning in the pre-work phase stage, the rest of
the stages stipulated real-time active engagement. It was in
these stages that that the technical constrains surfaced. This
limitation was a general problem in Lebanon as verified by Abed
Kataya who mapped out the telecom outages in Lebanon during
quarantine  days  (https://smex.org/mapping-the—telecom-
outages—in-lebanon/).Oscillating between low-bandwidth and
unstable connections, on one hand, and power outages on the
other, active participation of some students was impeded which
called for more sessions to be held in order to maintain the flow
of learning in all the eight steps of the intervention. The extended
the time span of the study was, thus a limitation as perceived by
two students who recommended limiting time allotted to some
steps in SOFLA®. Another limitation resided in the fact that
a few students had to march through the whole eight-cycle
steps of SOFLA® using old devices which restricted them from

sharing their screen and independent activity for discussion.
5.2. Recommendations and Implication of study

The eight learning steps of SOFLA® framework offers school
administrators, professional development trainers, teachers
and learners a promising pedagogical foundation to brace
the challenges of online learning. The significant dominant
quantitative results of the study alongside the positive perceptions

of the secondary qualitative results were in harmony with
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findings and recommendations of studies that investigated and
explored the efficacy of SOFLA® in different skills, and those
that emphasized the benefits of asynchronous and synchronous
learning context. The current study consolidated the effectiveness
of implementing a structured multifaceted active framework that
guided and enhanced distance learning in both synchronous
and asynchronous settings (Baczek, et al. 2021; Marshall and
Kostka, 2020). It also supports Tschida, Hodge and Schmidt’s
call for a reliable model that would spare teachers the act of
posting assignments on online platforms for students to merely
do (2016). Accordingly, school administrators could work in
accordance with professional developments trainers to facilitate
workshops as a proactive step that would equip teachers with
knowledge and skill to smoothly transfer to online teaching settings
if need be. Second, the commendation of 90% of the students
about the benefits of Pre-Work which allowed them to complete
assigned tasks at their pace and ease goes in accordance d
with the conclusions of researchers (Clark and Mayer 2016
&Van der Keylen, et al., 2020). In the same vein, the video
worksheets also created fertile grounds for active interaction
and learning in the subsequent phases which is a core tenet
in the model as stipulated by Helaine Marshall (2020). Third,
the multimodal activities carried out in the ensuing seven steps
within synchronous settings reflected a positive experience that
warded off boredom, promoted interaction within the synchronous
classroom community. Likewise, thefostered collaboration, peer
instruction, and gave students ownership and responsibility for
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learning, thus aligning with findings of Marshall and Wallestad,
(2021); Smith and Smith, (2014). Fourth, the study accentuated
the essential role of the teachers’ presence in online learning
in the context of proactively planning, and ensuring that each
phase informed the next to keep productive communication,
collaborative practices and constructive feedback prevalent in
every strep, which served the essence of Col (Garrison, Anderson
and Archer, 2000). In short, Synchronous Online Flipped
Learning approach is recommended as an effective organized
framework that enhances the teaching learning experience in
online settings.
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