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Abstract

The Kurds In Syria are primarily concentrated in areas along the border
between Syria and Turkey. Key regions include the Upper Jazira, the
Tigris region, and the city of Qamishli in the Khabur District, as well as
Al-Hasakah Governorate. Additionally, in Aleppo Governorate, there is the
Kurdish Mountains (Jabal al-Akrad), with Afrin serving as a major center
for the Kurdish population. Kurds are also present in major Syrian cities
such as Damascus, where they inhabit a specific neighborhood called Al-
Salhiyah, which is home to more than thirty thousand residents (Laurin,
M.C., 1979, p. 51).

Historically, Syria did not experience political unity and was, for centuries,
partially or entirely under Ottoman rule, influenced by various powers.
Regions such as the Jazira, Kobani, and Afrin were not considered part of
Bilad al-Sham (Greater Syria) according to Arab and Muslim geographers.
Instead, they were part of Upper Mesopotamia but were annexed to Syria
following the Sykes—Picot Agreement.

According to Qasimlou, the area of Syrian Kurdistan is approximately
18,300 km?. However, Syrian Kurdistan does not form a cohesive regional
unit as It is separated by Arab—majority areas. Nonetheless, it serves as

an extension of Iraqgi and Turkish Kurdistan.
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