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Abstract

In the oath of office speech delivered by President Fouad Chehab at the
beginning of his term, he said: «Equality among the Lebanese, sincerity
and transparency in our relations with our Arab brother countries, and
dignity and friendship in all our foreign relations, are the new foundations
for ensuring a prosperous life for our country, Lebanon.” Thus, President
Chehab established and taught these peaceful principles for building a
state based on citizenship and equality. The question raised is: What if
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President Chehab had agreed to the majority of MPs’ request for a second
presidential term? Especially since he was the only president who did not
seek re—election for himself, but was instead made president and leader
by the parliamentary and popular majority, a distinction rarely seen. This
is what we have tried to imagine in this article, by envisioning events from
the realm of fiction, based on reordering political events, and imagining
other incidents, grounded in certain political and economic factors that
characterized President Chehab’s term, ultimately leading to the tragic war
of 1975.
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