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Abstract

This study explored the history of Shia education in Lebanon, focusing
on the development of educational institutions within the Shia community
from their inception to the early 20th century. The study revealed that
religious schools, known as «hawzas,» played a pivotal role in spreading
religious sciences and the Arabic language among Shias. The research
also examined the impact of political and social transformations on Shia
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education and how the community managed to preserve its identity and
teachings despite numerous challenges. Furthermore, the study highlighted
the role of migration to Iraq and Iran in strengthening scientific ties and
spreading knowledge among Shias in Lebanon and the wider Islamic world.

Keywords:

Hawzas, Religious schools, Religious identity, Political transformations,
Jabal Amel.
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