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ture, une lecture active et attentive qui aboutirait au développement de la compétence d’expression
écrite

Dans ce projet, c’est par le biais de la réécriture de texte que s’acquiert la prise de conscience des sa-
voirs écrire. Le découpage en petit passages d’un roman policier nous a permis de cerner les types
d’écrits et leurs particularités et de les présenter aux étudiants comme modeéle par une approche pro-
gressive. Etant donné que la démarche prévoit trois lectures du texte source a savoir individuelle
(avant la séance), collective (dans la séance), individuelle (apreés la séance et avant de se mettre a
écrire), on pourrait s’assurer de la rétention et de ’appropriation des éléments soulignés.

Certes la lecture d’un genre narratif comme le roman policier peut assister au développement de la
compétence narrative en langue étrangere, car la fagon de raconter et d’étaler un récit est aussi cul-
turelle; et sans modéle I’apprenant recourt au modéle qu’il a déja dans sa mémoire: celui de la lan-
gue maternelle. La réécriture permettrait d’éviter I'intervention comme modéle de la langue
maternelle sans nuire pour autant a I'initiative personnelle de chacun, ni a sa créativité.
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@ le choix de la taille de police, alignement pour former des paragraphes,
@ la correction automatique de I’orthographe et de la grammaire,
@ la liste de synonymes pour éviter des répétitions.

Quant aux consignes, elles doivent étre variés et en fonction des différents constituants du récit et
I’extrait choisi comme modéle. Par exemple la situation initiale permet le travail sur le texte descrip-
tif, I’évocation du probleme (vol, disparition, meurtre) entraine les verbes d’action, la résolution du
probléme (découverte du mobile du coupable du déroulement) favorise I’exercice sur le texte argu-

mentatif, et la situation finale permet le travail sur le texte narratif.

Nous proposons quelques consignes et rappelons que la régle d’or est de répéter chaque consigne

deux ou trois fois au fil du cours afin de reprendre les instructions d’une fagon complétive et spirale:
@ Situer le récit dans un temps et lieu qui inspire: Pinsécurité, la confiance, 'incrédibilite,...!
@ Créer un personnage qui communique la peur, la confiance, la sagesse, le ruse,...!
@ Faire un récit (texte narratif) a partir d’un passage dialogique!
@ Résumer un chapitre!

La lecture des productions: une partie de chaque séance est consacré a la lecture des productions des étudiants.
Il est conseillé aux apprenants de se mettre a écrire apres avoir relu I’épisode travaillé dans la classe. Ceci per-
met une récapitulation des enseignements et un rafraichissement de la mémoire qui épaulerait ’apprenant

scripteur.

Nous avons constaté dans cette étape que, contrairement aux toutes premieres séances, dés que le
contrat didactique s’est fait accepter dans le cours, les étudiants se précipitaient pour présenter leur
travail, étant eux-mémes satisfaits de leur production. Ils avaient envie de partager ce plaisir avec
leurs camarades, d’étre écoutés et appréciés. Le moment de la lecture était un moment attendu qui
n’inquiétait personne.

La correction collective: le travail par le logiciel Word permet également une projection a I’écran des devoirs et
une correction collective dans laquelle tout apprenant aurait envie de participer. Dans cette étape, I’erreur
n’est pas considérée comme un déficit mais comme la marque d’une activité, un moment dans le processus de
construction d’une compétence. La contribution de tous les scripteurs dans ’amélioration d’une production
écrite a de nombreux avantages didactiques et affectifs. Les erreurs plus ou moins communes, les apprenants
peuvent constater, a travers les écrits des autres, les corrections et les explications des erreurs qui pourraient
étre les leurs et faire eux-mémes des solutions et propositions lors de la rectification. Le savoir co-construit de
la maniere s’appropriera et s’intégrera plus facilement. Ce moment de cours ou la contribution des étudiants

s’intensifie pour s’entraider donne un aspect affectif aux échanges et interactions apprenant-apprenant.
En guise de conclusion

Aux niveaux élémentaires, ’enseignement/apprentissage des différentes compétences est trop dépen-
dant entre elles pour qu’on puisse entrer dans un enseignement spécialisé d’une maniére isolée.
Méme si, en général, les unités et modules universitaires ont comme objectif le perfectionnement
d’une seule compétence, il faut veiller a la présence des autres et cela dans un ensemble cohérent par

lequel ’enseignant arrive a mettre en évidence les rapports reliant la compétence visée aux autres.

Dans cette perspective, nous avons congu un programme d’écrit selon lequel ’amélioration de lec-
ture permettrait une progression en écriture. Notre objectif consistait alors & 1’incitation a la lec-
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Elle permet de construire un univers et d’écrire du point de vue omniscient et interne ce qui laisse li-
bre cours a I'imagination de 'apprenant sans le limiter au cadre de son propre vécu et sans la contra-
inte dont nous avons déja parler plus haut.
4. De la lecture a P’écriture: la démarche pédagogique et ses intéréts
Tout d’abord, il est a rappeler que notre objectif ne consiste pas a apprendre a écrire le canevas d’un
récit policier ou de planifier son intrigue, mais d’écrire de courts textes en se conformant a un mod-
¢le riche et varié de I’écrit.
Etant donné que Iidée principale exige d’établir une interaction directe entre la lecture et I’écriture
afin que chacun renforce I’autre, il a fallu partager les moments du cours entre ces deux activités
d’une maniére alternative. Dans un apergu général, les moments du cours ont été répartis pour me-
ner les cinq activités suivantes, mais pas dans le méme ordre pour toutes les séances:

@ Lecture collective d’un épisode

@ Mise en commun des informations retenues

o Explication de la consigne pour la réécriture

@ La lecture des productions des apprenants

@ La correction collective
Lecture collective: le début de chaque cours se consacre a la lecture collective d’un épisode du roman. Cette lec-
ture est précédée d’une premicre lecture qui se fait individuellement par les étudiants et avant la séance, visant
la compréhension globale de I’épisode. La lecture collective développe cette compréhension et a comme objec-
tif d’éveiller le gout de lecture, de découvrir et d’explorer les dispositifs linguistiques mis en place pour différ-
ents types de textes, d’aborder la lecture par une approche facile et pragmatique: deviner un élément inconnu a
partir des indices présents dans le contexte, identifier des informations principales qui avancent le récit de
celles secondaires.
Mise en commun: la lecture collective est suivie par une communication et un débat au sein du cours dont les
questions-réponses, les remarques et les réflexions favorisent ’activation des imaginations, évoquant différents
volets du sujet et cela tout en employant les outils linguistiques employés dans le texte. Cette étape permet aux
apprenants de constater I'emploi des éléments linguistiques, cela plutot au niveau du vocabulaire et des expres-
sions, dans un contexte oral. Les échanges et interactions orales aident a consolider les nouveaux acquis, impli-
quant non seulement la mémoire auditive mais aussi la mémoire émotionnelle.
Explication de la consigne pour la réécriture: a cette étape un passage de ’épisode lu sera choisi comme texte
source sur lequel s’appuie la réécriture. L’enseignant explique la consigne de la production écrite qui doit étre
faite aprés la séance et présentée dans la séance suivante: il s’agit d’inventer des personnages, des lieux, des mo-
ments, des arguments,... différents de ceux proposés par le roman. Les deux procédés d’ « imitation » et d’ «
adaptation » donnent lieu a des productions individuelles d’une diversité étonnante, bien qu’elles soient faites
a partir du méme texte.
Le travail d’écriture exigeant de la concentration loin de tout stress, dit au manque de temps et de
document a consulter, le devoir est prévu a chaque fois pour étre fait apres le cours, dans un espace
de temps de trois jours, et envoyé a I’enseignant par le courrier électronique. Ceci présume aussi le
travail avec le logiciel du traitement du texte Word en frangais, conscient de I’aide que ce logiciel
pourrait fournir en matiére de ’écriture. Le traitement permet une mise en forme et une améliora-

tion de la qualité de I’écrit qui seront évoquées des les premicres séances:
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description, repéres spacieux, information sur les lieux, abondance des verbes d’état, 'imparfait dans le passé

et le présent dans le présent, des adjectifs et circonstanciels de lieux et de temps.

@ Letextenarratif dont les indices sont: les repéres temporels, ’emploi prédominant des verbes d’action au passé

simple, moins fréquent au passé composé, et au présent, ’abondance des circonstanciels de temps.

@ Le texte informatifetexplicatif qui cherche a faire comprendre et a renseigner, ¢’est-a-dire a décrire un pro-
bléme et a en faciliter la compréhension. Il résout souvent un paradoxe, explique un probléme, répond a des
pour quoi et des comment. Les connecteurs logiques d’ordre articulent les différentes parties de ce type de

texte.

Les stéréotypes du roman policier connus de tous facilitent certaines taches dont les repérages des
personnages, des événements, des lieux, du temps,... L’univers de ce genre, de par ses €léments prin-
cipaux (le crime, la victime, le coupable, le mobile, le mode opératoire), est bien familier des appre-
nants qui suivent, en général, les séries et les films de ce genre dans leur langue maternelle. Ils
éprouvent souvent de I'intérét et de la motivation a I’égard de ce type de récit vis-a-vis duquel le lec-
teur ou le téléspectateur est actif tout au long de I'histoire, cherchant a résoudre ’énigme formée par

l’auteur.

La relation mutuelle entre les séries télévisées et les romans policiers, favorisant une reconnaissance
du contexte, permet de deviner le sens des mots inconnus pour mieux comprendre le texte, et réci-

proquement la compréhension orale lors de la vision de ces séries en version frangaise.

La forme narrative de ce genre renforce la mémoire en langue étrangere d’autant plus que pour re-
soudre I’énigme, I’apprenant doit se souvenir de tous les indices et garder en mémoire ce qu’il vient

de lire: les alibis, les mobiles, les relations, les particularités des suspects...

Quant a la description dans ce genre, elle est au service d’un objectif; par exemple créer une atmo-
sphere de peur et de suspense par la localisation des actions dans les endroits et les moments déli-
cats: la nuit, ’obscurité, les rues désertiques, la solitude dans un endroit. De méme la description des
personnages y est souvent de trois points de vue:

1 - Physiques: traits du visage, pose du corps, allure;

2 - Psychologiques, moraux: sentiments, caracteres, pensée;

3 - Sociaux: appartenance a un milieu défini, vétements, habitat, langage, métier, fréquenta-

tion, idéologie.
Par ailleurs, ce type d’écrit, avec les personnages fictifs, permet au scripteur de laisser libre cours a
son imagination, ce qui dévaste le champ des données. Dans les types d’écrit ou le scripteur est le su-
jet de I’écrit, comme le cas du journal intime, les données se limitent au vécu de celui-ci, ses émo-
tions, ses impressions et expériences. En outre, les aspects sociaux et affectifs dun tel type d’écrits
créent parfois des contraintes qui restreignent la pratique libre de I’écriture.Le roman policier reléve
du genre romanesque dont la convention exige normalement d’écrire a la 3°personne: «sans la troi-
siéme personne, il y a impuissance a atteindre au roman... [la troisiéme personne ] fournit a ses con-
sommateurs la sécurité d’une fabulation crédible et pourtant sans cesse manifestée comme fausse».
(Barthes, 1972: 30) «De toute maniére, elle est le signe d’un pacte intelligible entre la société et I'au-
teur; mais elle est aussi pour ce dernier le premier moyen de faire tenir le monde de la fagon qu’il
veut». (Ibid.: 31)
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ment (roman a énigme), d’y mettre fin et/ou de triompher de celui qui le commet (roman noir), de
I’éviter (roman a suspense). (Ibid. pp 9-10)

L’heure du crime se place dans la deuxiéme catégorie: roman a énigme. La représentante la plus céle-
bre de ce type du roman policier est Agatha Christie bien connue en Iran. Le roman a énigme qui
compte parmi ses auteurs de nombreuses femmes a comme caractéristiques «les intrigues plus re-
sserrées, le nombre plus réduit de crimes et de cadavres, "’humour au second degré et la dimension
ludique: le jeu intellectuel offert a la perspicacité du lecteur, qui fonde le "roman-probléme"».
(Ibid.:19) Ces caractéristiques nous ont bien servi dans notre travail pédagogique qui exige une am-

biance moins violente et plus intellectuelle comparant avec les autres types de ce genre.
3.2. Le roman policier et la didactique des langues

Le roman policier, comme ce qu’on connait aujourd’hui, a été souvent utilisé en tant que support
dans I’enseignement des compétences écrites: compréhension et expression, et ceci non seulement

dans le cas de la langue maternelle mais aussi dans celui des langues étrangéres.

En ce qui concerne la lecture, les études et les recherches faites au sujet du roman policier ne man-
quent pas et ceci pour différents objectifs: initier la littérature, habituer le public apprenant a la lec-
ture, aborder I'interprétation ou tout analyse. D’ou de nombreux manuels qui proposent 1’étude de
la littérature a travers le roman policier parmi lesquels nous pouvons citer Activités de lecture a par-
tir de Ia littérature policiére'.

De méme, ceux qui travaillent sur I’écriture sont souvent intéressés par ce genre, vu de nombreux at-
outs pédagogiques qu’il offre. Ils relient les activités de lecture a celles de 1’écriture se servant des car-
actéristiques du roman policier qui illustrent bien cette relation inévitable entre ces deux
compétences. A cet effet, on peut rappeler les travaux de Giono Marie-Luce et Slama Pierrette dont
Lire et écrire avec le roman policier'V, qui est un bon exemple dans le cas de francais langue mater-
nelle.

En effet, ce qui fait le point fort de ce genre, c’est que ses caractéristiques particuliéres permettent

une exploitation a la fois authentique et didactique.

3.3 Les particularités du genre et les atouts pédagogiques

Unité complexe, le genre policier présente un modéle complet qui contient de différents types de

textes proposés dans un ensemble cohérent composé généralement des textes narratif, descriptif, ar-

gumentatif, explicatif, expressif, et dialogal ou dialogique. Chaque type textuel posséde ses propres

caractéristiques linguistiques:

@ Letexteargumentatif, dont les indices sont les connecteurs logiques, articulant les mouvements de I’argumen-
tation, sont généralement a la troisiéme personne et au présent.

o Letextedialogique, dont les signes visuels caractéristiques sont les tirets, les guillemets et les phrases interro-

gatives, exclamatives et les interjections, fait pause dans le récit.

@ Letextedescriptif (encore pause dans le récit) qui a comme caractéristiques des termes concrets, imparfait de

(1) Activités de lecture d partir de la littérature policiére @ Hachette Education (2008) Activités de
Christian Poslaniec (Author) Christine Houyel (Author).

(2) Lireet écrire avec le roman policier, Cycle 3 Broch - 1 avril 2011, Marie-Luce Gion et Pierrette Slama,
Edition: Canop| - CRDP de Criteil.
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génératrice. Et ce ne sera pas 'apprentissage des régles scripturales de la langue en question qui dis-

siperait cette contrainte.

Cela étant dit, nous avons pensé a un projet de réécriture dans lequel ’apprenant, détaché de son
propre monde, entre dans un monde ou il arrive a relier directement ce qu’il lit a ce qu’il veut écrire.
3. La réécriture basée sur un roman policier

Le cours de rédaction est censé étre un espace d’épanouissement et de créativité et ceci ne verra pas
le jour s’il existe des contraintes. A cet effet, au cours d’une expérience, nous avons choisi comme
texte source a la réécriture un roman policier en frangais facile, L Heure du Crime, écrit en 2002 par
Dominique Renaud, spécialiste du FLE. Ce livre du niveau 1 de la série texte en frangais facile conti-
ent 10 chapitres, chacun de 3 a 5 pages, sauf le dernier qui en compte 13! A la fin du livre se trouvent
un lexique intitulé «Les choses de la mer» expliquant uniquement le vocabulaire associé a la mer,
comme son nom I'indique, et aussi des questions sur la compréhension de chaque chapitre. Quel-
ques dessins, en noir et blanc, illustrent certaines scenes. L’énigme commence a intriguer le lecteur

des la quatrieme de couverture du livre représentative du contenu:

L’inspecteur Simoni s’offre quelques jours de repos a La Rochelle. Il veut visiter cette ville, oublier
Paris et ne plus penser a son travail. Mais quand on est policier, le métier vous poursuit jusque sur
votre lieu de vacances. A peine arrivé, Simoni se retrouve témoin d’un meurtre. Curieux, I’inspec-
teur cherche a comprendre.

Tant pis pour les vacances: il attendra quelques jours de plus. En compagnie du commissaire Brous-
sac, chargé de l’affaire, 'enquéte commence. Simoni n’est pas au bout de ses surprises...

Par ce qui suit, nous essayerons, dans un premier temps, de présenter un court historique de ce
genre et de son usage dans la didactique de langue et, dans un deuxiéme temps, de relever les divers
atouts pédagogiques qu’il favorise, avant de détailler le projet.

3. 1. Le roman policier

Le roman policier, dont on connait Edgar Allan Poe, comme prédécesseur avec ses trois nouvelles:
Double Assassinat dans la rue Morgue (1841), Le Mystere de Marie Roget (1843) et La Lettre volée
(1845), traduites en frangais en 1855 (Reuter: 1997, p.8), a été longtemps sous-estimé en tant que
genre littéraire. Publié, a ses débuts, sous forme de feuilleton dans la presse populaire, il se classait
dans la catégorie roman feuilleton; ce qui témoigne de la nature attractive de ce genre, censé encour-
ager le lecteur a I’achat de la publication.

Dans les années 1880, la parution de nombreuses ceuvres sous différentes nominations dont le «ro-
man judiciaire» et la création des personnages mythiques, chacun unique dans son genre mais tous
affrontant le bien et le mal comme Sherlock Holmes, et plus tard celui d’Arséne Lupin et de Fanto-
mas, aboutit a la reconnaissance d’un genre littéraire autonome qui posseéde ses propres caractéris-
tiques. Bref, méme si ’appellation de Roman Policier remonte au début du XX° siécle avec la
parution d’une étude publi¢e par Jean-Paul Colin, on peut dire que «le roman policier nait véritable-
ment sur un demi-siécle entre la France, I’Angleterre et les Etats-Unis» (ibid. p. 9). C’est au cours de
ce siécle que le roman policier gagne du public et diversifie ses formes. Reuter, dans la définition
qu’il propose pour ce genre, en évoque trois formes:

Le roman policier peut étre caractérisé par sa focalisation sur un délit grave, juridiquement répre-
hensible (ou qui devrait I’étre). Son enjeu est, selon les cas de savoir qui a commis ce délit et com-
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davantage a I'envie d’écrire, de l’autre, la production écrite donne du sens a la lecture. Ainsi, de nou-
velles questions vont se poser pour le lecteur/scripteur a savoir «comment une histoire commence-t-
elle? Comment développer les différents aspects d’un sujet, les connecter, les déployer en fonction

d’une finalité?».

L’écrit invite a la relecture au développement du goit pour les mots, a prendre conscience des in-
dices fournis par I’auteur qui intriguent le lecteur a poursuivre attentivement la lecture: il fait con-

stamment des hypothéses tout en cherchant a les confirmer ou éliminer tout au cours de la lecture.

De I’autre coté, en ce qui concerne les apports de la lecture a I’écriture, on remarque de plus en plus,
et méme dans I’enseignement/apprentissage de I’écrit dans la langue maternelle, une articulation en-
tre ces deux pratiques langagiéres qui donne naissance a la réécriture. La lecture fournit non seule-
ment les outils langagiers mais aussi, comme le souligne Canvat, elle peut servir d’un modéle

préexistant d’un systeéme qui guiderait ’apprenant- scripteur.

Il n’est pas de pratique scripturale qui ne se situe en fonction d’un systéme générique préexi-
stant, que ce soit pour le respecter ou pour le transgresser. Plus précisément, la dimension rela-
tivement normative-prescriptive du genre fait de lui une unité de structuration, d’organisation
et de composition qui facilite les guidages, globaux ou sectoriels, de 1’écriture. (In Le Goff,
2008: 31)

La «réécriture» est un terme polysémique recouvrant plusieurs types d’activités basées sur une écri-
ture antérieurement produite. Comme le souligne Le Goff, «une écriture seconde peut présenter des
écarts extrémes par rapport a un état textuel antérieur sur lequel elle s’appuie: soit la réécriture est
reproduction a I'identique d’un état antérieur, soit elle constitue une transformation compléte de ce
méme état antérieur». (2008:23) Elle se révele génératrice quant a I’écriture d’invention qui se défi-
nit, d’apres Quet tout particulierement «en relation avec la réécriture de textes sources: transposi-
tion, imitation, travestissement et variations de toutes sortes feront porter I’attention du scripteur-
lecteur sur I'intention communicationnelle, le registre, le genre, le théme et les valeurs, la langue, les

modalités énonciatives». (2008: 105)

Comme nous avons déja évoque, le probléme constaté dans le cours de rédaction est que les ¢tudi-
ants dans les niveaux €lémentaires ne réussissent pas a €tablir une relation entre la lecture du texte
modgle et I’écriture, un premier pas pour la réécriture. Ceci est di en grande partie aux différences
culturelles et langagiéres qui donnent naissance a des formes diverses de I'expression et de la descrip-
tion du monde. Les cours de rédaction, en général, aprés avoir fourni un modéele, un texte authen-
tique, s’adressent a ’apprenant par un consigne le mettant en position du «je» qui s’exprime.
L’apprenant doit partager via I’écrit ses pensées, son expérience personnelle, sa propre position en-
vers un phénoméne social, naturel, artistique,... se trouvant dans une situation réelle; ce qui veut
dire qu’on fait appel directement au vécu de ’apprenant dans la langue maternelle. Ainsi s’impose
la contrainte qui conduit ’apprenant a «mettre des étiquettes lexicales sur une architecture discur-
sive en L1» (Vignet, 2015: 273). L’apprenant doit exprimer en langue étrangere des idées déja for-
mées durant sa vie dans le milieu ou il n’entendait et ne s’exprimait qu’en langue maternelle. Cette
langue ne joue pas uniquement le role de I’outil de I'expression, elle fait partie de ce vécu. Cela sera
pratiquement impossible de lui faire exprimer ses expériences dans une langue quand celles-ci sont

formées dans une autre langue avant d’avoir enrichi cette derniére d’une maniére autosuffisante et

. (Fyy) .

sl Js Ll



dons aux apprenants d’écrire leur propre souvenir du premier jour de I’école, il existe un décalage
entre les deux contextes du genre culturel et de conception d’idée qui les empéche de suivre le mod-
¢le. Les deux univers ont plus de divergence que de convergence pour qu’on puisse se servir du
méme lexique, de la méme structure voire de la méme synthése d’idée. Quand les apprenants veulent
raconter leurs souvenirs, ils s’¢loignent de I"univers décrit par Pagnol pour entrer dans le leur et pou-
voir le décrire. Ils évoquent leur vécu panaché des éléments de la langue maternelle. Une fois entrés
dans leur univers, ce sont les modéles de la langue maternelle qui leur serviront de «quoi dire» et de

«comment dire».

Pour établir une interaction entre lecture et écriture, il faut qu’il y ait un lien entre le texte source et
la réécriture, cela au premier abord au niveau macroscopique, ce que Vignet appelle architecture dis-
cursive. Sinon ’entrainement a I’écrit reléve plutot d’un bricolage que d’une véritable construction
et d’une articulation réfléchie; en effet, ’acte de I’écriture s’effectue sans que I’articulation entre la
lecture et I’écriture soit véritablement assurée et les idées de I’apprenant ne sauront comment s’in-

sérer dans une telle totalité narrative.

Pour mieux cerner le probléme, il faut distinguer les deux étapes du travail. Ces étapes, nous les étu-

dierons a travers deux questions majeures:
1 - Qu’est-ce qu’on doit exprimer ou I’étape de former une idée.
2 - Comment I’exprimer ou I’étape de formuler cette idée.

Ces deux étapes se résument ainsi aux opérations avant de prendre la plume, et celle concernant
’acte de Iécriture. Il est a noter que de ce point de vue, ’acte de I’écriture, qu’il soit en langue mater-
nelle ou en langue étrangere, ne se distingue pas. Autrement dit, il n’existe pas une étape supplémen-
taire quand il s’agit d’écrire dans une langue étrangére comme quoi transférerl’idée formée en
langue étrangére. En effet, I'idée doit étre formée dans un espace déverbalisé et exprimée directe-
ment dans la langue cible.

Pour ce qui est la premiére €tape, il faut dire que I'un des défis a relever dans les cours de I’expres-
sion écrite, méme en langue maternelle, c’est de savoir quoi écrire. Le texte modéele est, avant tout,
censé étayer cette étape. Quant a la deuxiéme étape, c’est-a-dire comment organiser ce qui vient a
I’esprit, ce texte lui servira de macro et de micro modeles.

Nous croyons que les deux étapes, surtout a ce niveau, sont si bien liées ’une a ’autre que I’enseig-

nant ne peut pas s’occuper de la deuxiéme sans avoir un ceil sur la premiére.

En effet, il faut que I’articulation entre la lecture et I’écriture facilite la génération de cette derniére
dés la premiére étape. La lecture faite comme modéle doit répondre a toutes les deux questions et
étayer apprenant dans I’accomplissement de toutes les deux étapes, ce qui veut dire qu’il faut re-

unir "apprenant lecteur et I’apprenant scripteur.
2.1 La réécriture: un rapport entre la lecture et I’écriture

Il est clair que la production écrite n’est pas un acte dissociable de I’ensemble des activités langa-
gieres. Elle est surtout en forte relation avec I’acte de lecture. Cela étant, son acquisition est directe-
ment liée a la lecture, car ces deux aspects du langage écrit se développent de fagon paralléle et
dépendante.

Il existe une relation réciproque entre la lecture et I’écriture: d’un c6té, la lecture des textes contribue
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L’autre partie de I’enseignement s’effectue lors de la correction de ces productions par I’enseignant.
Celui-ci corrige les erreurs de tout ordre (orthographique, lexical, syntaxique,...) et fait remarquer,
selon le cas, des explications en marge des copies des apprenants ou sur le tableau de la classe. Les
enseignants, a commencer par nous-mémes, se plaignent souvent de la non application des régles et
des instructions enseignées et du nombre abondant des erreurs au niveau lexical aussi bien que
grammatical. On constate souvent que prendre I’exemple sur le texte modéle se limite a I'emprunt de
quelques mots et rarement a des structures syntaxiques et locutionnaires.

2. L’écrit dans la langue étrangére

En didactique des langues étrangeres, les méthodes qui croient a la priorité de I’oral a ’écrit ne sont
pas rares. Pourtant pour certains didacticiens, 1’écrit se révéle, méme aujourd’hui, un moyen d’abor-
der ’enseignement/apprentissage d’une langue étrangere: «[...] I’écrit peut encore étre un dispositif
d’entrée dans la langue, retrouvant en cela une ancienne tradition, mais répondant aussi a de nou-
velles exigences, celles lices notamment a des besoins d’information qui passe par I’écrit». (Vigner
2015: 280)

Le role de ’écrit, dans les niveaux élémentaires, se révele encore plus opérationnel quand il s’agit
d’un public apprenant adulte. Celui-ci ayant déja découvert ce systéme dans sa langue d’origine, en
profite pour consolider les savoirs acquis et enrichir la mémoire, un des piliers sur lequel s’appuie
tout apprentissage.

Comme le rappelle Vignet, I’écrit est un support composite (bid.), exigeant des efforts plus compli-
qués que ce qui parait au premier abord. Pour Barré-de-Miniac, «’acquisition d’une compétence
textuelle exige simultanément plusieurs sous-compétences.» Certes, les compétences qui contribuent
a la compréhension et a I'expression écrite comme celle orthographique, lexicale, syntaxique... sont
des savoirs nécessaires pour I’appropriation de I’écrit mais celui-ci ne se limite pas a savoir coder et
décoder. (1995: 93)

Dans le contexte d’enseignement/apprentissage de ’écrit d’une langue étrangére, il faut également
tenir en compte, surtout au niveau débutant, certains éléments dont la culture éducative, la repre-
sentation, la conception de I’écrit et ses régles dans la langue maternelle des apprenants. Gérard Vig-
ner insiste sur I’'influence des compétences écrites dont ’apprenant dispose déja dans sa langue et
culture d’origine et souligne qu’ « il importe alors, si ’on veut que le texte écrit rédigé soit autre
chose qu’une traduction du texte produit mentalement dans la langue d’origine, d’engager ’appre-
nant sur d’autres voies d’analyse et de production» (2015: 273). D’apreés lui, il est nécessaire de «re-
organiser d’abord cette architecture discursive en fonction des traditions culturelles en usage dans le
pays de la L2». (ibid.: 274)

Ceci raffermit 'idée de proposer des textes modeles et d’établir une articulation constante entre la
lecture et ’écriture. Or, ’expérience montre que la simple présentation d’un modéle de la langue
cible ne saura résister que partiellement et momentanément aux grandes archives et réserves de la
langue maternelle. Celles-ci se précipitent au moment de la construction et de la formulation du dis-
cours. Lorsque nous présentons un modeéle d’un type de texte, par exemple les souvenirs d’enfance
de Marcel Pagnol® pour le type du texte narratif, et que dans la phase d’expansion nous deman-

(1) Extrait de La gloire de mon pere.
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enseignements concernant I’expression écrite, au cours de I’apprentissage du frangais général par

une méthode, c’est le premier cours qui vise exclusivement cette compétence.

Ce projet croise des objectifs scripturaux, entre autres, vu le niveau des apprenants et le contexte
d’apprentissage. Certes, méme si les objectifs principaux pointent une amélioration de la compe-
tence écrite, a ce niveau, ’apprentissage de I’écrit se développe dans le cadre de ’apprentissage de
langue en général.

L’enseignement et 'apprentissage de I’écriture méme en langue maternelle s’articule normalement
autour des activités de lecture. En effet, c’est la lecture qui fournit des modéles a I’écriture et quand
il s’agit d’une langue étrangére, comme I'affirment Peytard & Moirand «il serait vain d’essayer de
faire produire des textes avant d’en avoir donné a lire de semblables dans la langue qu’on apprend,
parce que ’exercice implique une appropriation préalable des modéeles textuels étrangers». (Cité in
Mangenot, 2000:4)

Cela étant, le choix des textes, pour fournir des modéles, ainsi que les stratégies de les aborder devi-
ent primordial. A cet effet, pour ce mode d’écriture, I’écriture sur modéle, ou plus précisément «rée-
criture», nous avons opté pour un roman policier en francais facile intitulé L *heure du crime dont la
lecture nous a permis de développer les compétences écrites. Nous essayerons, au cours de cet arti-
cle, de présenter notre démarche didactique et de relever les atouts pédagogiques que ce genre littér-

aire a occasionnés dans ce cours.
1. L’expression écrite du FLE dans le systéme universitaire iranien: un état des lieux

L’expression écrite du FLE a I'université en Iran au niveau de licence se définit avant tout par la de-
nomination des modules: Rédaction simple, Narration, Correspondance,... et ensuite par les sous-
objectifs linguistiques définis a cet effet dont apprendre a décrire, a raconter, a expliquer, a argu-
menter,... en tant que moyens pour atteindre I’objectif principal désigné par le titre du module. Ces
modules, généralement a raison de deux heures par semaine, varient en nombre, selon I’orientation
de la discipline: traduction, 6 unités de valeur (trois modules présentés en trois semestres consécu-
tifs), littérature, 10 unités (cinq modules répartis en cinq semestres encore consécutifs), commengant
dans tous les deux cas par /a Rédaction simple. Cette dernicre faisant sujet de cette étude, nous es-
sayerons d’étudierle contenu du cours fixé par le décret ministériel.

1.1 La Rédaction Simple

Comme nous avons déja signalé, c’est le premier cours visant particulierement la compétence d’ex-
pression écrite. Les étudiants, aprés avoir passé les cours concernant la méthode, s’inscrivent a ce
cours nécessaire, a son tour, pour le passage au cours de narration. Ce qui est officiellement men-
tionné dans le programme, c’est d’une part ’¢tude des regles et des principes scripturaux aspect for-
mel de I’écrit, comme la ponctuation, la mise en paragraphe,... et d’autre part, ’'agencement du
contenu, a commencer par I’élaboration d’un plan. Il est aussi prescrit, comme démarche, de fournir

des textes modéles.

En général, une partie de I’enseignement consiste en instructions théoriques que ’enseignant intro-
duit au fur et a mesure; il essaie d’illustrer cette partie théorique a ’aide des extraits sélectionnés
dans les écrits des écrivains, des textes authentiques. Les apprenants, aprés avoir eu des instructions
et observé les modeéles, seront entrainés en traitant des sujets correspondant au type d’écrit travaillé,

et cela d’une maniére personnelle qui aboutit a une production écrite individuelle.
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Like a detective story: introduction
to writing in French classes at university in Iran

Abstract

Can we write in foreign language without pattern? If not what would be an adequate pattern for
writing in elementary level? As part of the teaching / learning of writing in French classes at the be-
ginner level, this article proposes rewriting activities based on the joint rea in the ding / writing. To
do this, we have chosen as material a detective story in simple French, which contains almost any
type of writing, easily set to an educational utilization. Since the idea of this popular genre in lan-
guage teaching, particularly in writing, is not new, while considering the already existing works, we
will try to advance an appropriate approach to the initiation of writing in French language classes
in Iranian university system. Therefore, the potential of the detective story and its reproducibility
will be discussed and, far from seeking to simulate the plot and the storyline of the genre that re-
quires writing a full and lengthy text, we will try to demonstrate its many educational advantages on

the production of short targeted texts.

Keywords: French language, writing, articulation reading/ writing, rewriting, detective story.

Comme un roman policier: initiation a la rédaction en FLE a 'université en Iran

Résumeé

Peut-on écrire en langue étrangére sans modéle? Sinon quel serait un modéle adéquat a I’écrit dans
les niveaux élémentaires? Dans le cadre de I’enseignement/apprentissage de I’écrit en FLE au niveau
débutant, cet article propose la réécriture qui s’appuie sur Particulation lecture/écriture. Pour ce faire, nous
avons choisi comme support un roman policier en francais facile qui, contenant quasiment tout type d’écrit,
s’appréte facilement a une exploitation pédagogique. Etant donné que I'idée de se servir de ce genre populaire
en didactique des langues, notamment a I’écrit, n’est pas nouvelle, tout en considérant les travaux déja exi-
stants, nous essayerons d’avancer une approche appropriée a I'initiation a I’expression écrite en FLE dans le
systéme universitaire iranien. A cet effet, les potentialités du roman policier qui nous ont convaincues de sa re-
productibilité seront évoquées et, loin de chercher a simuler I'intrigue et le scénario de ce genre littéraire qui de-
mande I’écrit d’un texte entier et assez long, nous essayerons de démontrer ses nombreux atouts pédagogiques

quant a la production de courts textes ciblés.

Mots clé: francais langue étrangere, expression écrite, articulation lecture/écriture, réécriture, roman policier,
Introduction

Cette étude est issue d’un projet d’enseignement de I’écrit expérimenté durant le cours de Rédaction
Simple de FLE a I'université en Iran. Le public de ce cours est composé généralement des étudiants
de la deuxiéme année, ayant travaillé, auparavant, sur le niveau 1 et quelques unités du niveau 2

d’une méthode. Il est a noter que méme si ce public d’apprenants a déja regu des instructions et des
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Mr. Gaby’s humor is not that of a standup comic. Rather, which he has a subtle whimsy with
which he defuses potentially tense situations...(on one occasion) a student responded to an or-
der with what are you? A dictator?” without hesitation, Mr. Gaby responded ’I am training to
be one. This is the first step.” The girl laughed and the problem solved. (Alvarez, 2007,
p-1119).

Conclusion

An educational institution is a major function of providing learning experiences to lead their stu-
dents from the darkness of ignorance to the light of knowledge. The key personnel in the institu-
tions who play an important role to bring about this transformation are teachers. Their scholarship,
conduct, and behavior have a permanent impact on the students because the student imitates the
teachers. Teachers are the main mainstay in the process of education. In case they are half hearted
in doing the job, they are unable to deliver the good expected of them. The teacher is the most vital
element in any educational program. It is the teacher who is mainly responsible for execution of the
educational process at any stage. This shows that it is imperative to invest in the preparation of tea-
chers, so that the future of a nation is safe. The significance of competent teachers to the nation’s

school system can in no way be overemphasized.
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up in a conflict. It can help to send a disruptive pupil out of the classroom for a while, in order to
give him/her time to calm down and break the cycle of escalation. The student can then be asked
back in after a few minutes. It should be made clear from the beginning that no punishment is
wished for.

e- Flexibility

A better way out of a cycle of confrontation is restructuring the situation in such a way that this cy-
cle can be left without the teacher appearing to back away. Being able to change course, being able
to give a situation a new turn that is unexpected for the class, can be an instantaneous solution for
discipline problems.

There are several reasons why being flexible is hard for a beginning teacher. One reason may be that
he/she has planned the lesson so well that no deviations from the lesson plan look as if possible. Tea-
cher training may partly be at the root of this problem. Of course, it is both essential and useful to
learn how to plan a lesson in minute detail. Nevertheless, the teaching situation constantly makes it
imperative for the teacher to be flexible because plans crumble under suddenly changed conditions:
it may be minor oversights like a page reference. This is not to say that preparation is redundant.
Lessons should have a clear structure. But this structure should - wherever possible - be open to stu-
dent contributions. Well-planned and at the same time well-taught lessons often have a clearly struc-
tured phase at the beginning to give orientation and safety. The plan for the remainder of the lesson
might then include options and variations. It might offer teacher and class some leeway as to how
much should be covered by the end.

Flexibility is not only needed in planning but also in reacting to potentially complicated situations.
One particular noteworthy form of doing so is what Alvarez (2007, p.1120) calls Thumorous contam-
ination’. It means giving a potentially intimidating situation a twist to the humorous. This can often
avoid confrontation. Hardly any handbook on teaching practice fails to point out humor. However,
dealing with a class situation in a humorous way is something personal. Humor is not a method. So-
lutions and ideas have to arise - as in many other cases - form the situation and instantly. Trying to
define humor on paper may well obliterate what it is all about. However, the point cannot be made
too strongly that humor is crucial to the students although it should be at their expense.

Being in a classroom together with children and adolescents, the teacher is left with situations bor-
dering on the bizarre, surreal and sometimes ridiculous. Humor is the only humane way out. ’Can
we have more of these laughing moments?’ one student may write in his course evaluation. Instruct-
ing young people is often loaded with emotions. Humor - not irony or cynicism - is often the best
technique of coping with emotionally charged situations.

Good quality lessons alternate between humor and seriousness. It is the teacher’s art to balance the
two against each other, by letting the situation go to the limits of control in one phase and retrieving
it in the next. Drawing the limits between such different phases within the rhythm of a lesson can be
a problem. It helps to make it clear to a class when the change from a humorous phase to serious
business has to be made. This can be done by commenting on both unrest and the need to be quiet
again and, if required, by insisting. What is important is the description of a teacher who is able to
notice sources of potential problems early and resolve them with humor. Mr. Gaby, the teacher, is
able to strike the right balance between freedom and humor on the one hand and control and ser-
iousness on the other.
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the question of why such problems arose in the first place and how they could be avoided alto-
gether. For students, constancy means the teacher is predictable and this, therefore, provides them

with security.

There are many aspects to being predictable. As far as discipline is concerned, carrying out a threat
once it has been made, and provided it has been thought through in advance, may well be a central
one. In terms of technique it can mean advance orientation, clarity, and a set of fixed ingredients
possibly presented in a fixed sequence in each lesson.

Gustafsson (2009) gives an example of a teacher for whom the fragility of the moment when she had
to influence the switch from break time to lesson time at the beginning of a lesson had been removed

because she had found the right mixture of predictability and openness:

When there has been a lot of action during break time, and they want to tell me about it, then
I say: "Get a move on, I want to start the lesson, we have got a lot to get through today," or
"We have got a lot of work to do at the beginning, we will have more time towards the end,
then you can talk." When I see there has been trouble in the previous lessons....I raise it as a
topic and say "what happened this morning? Tell me." Then they start telling me about it and

I say "Five minutes, after that we start the lesson." (Gustafsson, 2009, p.101)

The teacher makes the lesson predictable and imposes a time limit of five minutes. Both teacher and
students can depend on the lesson beginning then. When opening classroom interaction to student
concerns, especially with younger classes, it is particularly imperative to set such limits because,
otherwise, pupils will quickly develop strategies for drawing out such discussions and never letting a
lesson start. This may lead to a situation where discussions about class matters become red herrings
and accordingly get the unfortunate image of something that can be used to find a way round start-

ing the actual business of the lesson.
c- Breathing spaces

The teacher just quoted describes how she creates little islands of peace herself at the beginning of
her lessons:

When I have entered the room, closed the door, put my briefcase on the desk and when one of
the kids is sitting around or standing around in an unacceptable way, then - I usually know
them - I raise my eyebrows, trying to say "This cannot be true, that you dare to do that" and
he is down from his desk in a flash. Then they start moving towards their seats voluntarily, I
usually prepare the LCD, take out my notes and have a quick glance at where I wanted to
start. (Gustafsson, 2009, p.103)

Teaching large classes is, as we have seen, physically arduous. Exhaustion can make the task of the
classroom even more troublesome. A realistic appraisal of the teaching situation must, therefore, in-
clude the teacher’s own state of mind and body. Being aware of this can aid one to be realistic as to
which action one has the strength to take at a given moment. If exhaustion threatens to set in, pre-
ventive action should be taken and periods of rest and breathing spaces should be created if at all
possible. Such phases can, for example, be created in the middle of a lesson. Often all this necessi-
tates introducing a task which students can solve on their own and which does not require constant
teacher attention.

Breathing space is removing the pressure of the situation, is also required when things are heating
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up the teacher. This is soon followed by a stage during which the class more actively explores the
parameters of control the teacher is seeking to establish and whether he/she is actually able to de-
fend these parameters. Research literature advises beginners to act quickly and define the situation
in their own terms in order to establish their authority as soon as possible because in establishing
the order he/she has decided upon, the teacher must be fully aware that what happens in the first
few encounters with the pupils is likely to establish the relationships which he will have to live with
for the rest of his contact with that particular class (Soodak & Podell, 2007; Woolfolk-Hoy &
Spero, 2005; Ketteridge, 2002).

It should be added that setting the key for the interaction between teacher and class is not only a
matter of early encounters. Almost every phase of a lesson presents the teacher with the task of es-
tablishing whether this key is to be one of relaxation or one of serious business. It should be noted
that redefining the situation at a larger stage is tricky but not impossible.

Defining the situation in the teacher’s terms often means quick action. One important tool for being
able to act quickly is having the names of the pupils as early as possible. Another prerequisite for
prompt action is noticing probable difficulties early. Being able to notice what is happening at the
various corners of the classroom has been considered an important skill for maintaining classroom
control. Quick action may seem to a beginning teacher far too pre-emptive. It may well feel like
coming down harder than is justified by the class’s apparent behavior. It may, indeed, appear like a
bulldozing approach. It may be little things - a word, a gesture, an oversight - that might turn out to
be the real time bombs. It is often non-verbal signals, like for instance a smile, that are perceived
and construed by students when exploring the limits of teacher authority. A teacher can, for exam-
ple, express confidence in his/her authority by using pupil authority.

Non-verbal behavior should not be menacing or intimidating. Without a doubt, the gentler it is, the
greater its effect. True enough, it is easier to relax once it has been established than to re-establish
one that has ceased to be binding. Many authors advise beginners to put on some kind of profes-
sional mask. They advocate a certain degree of acting as a temporary measure. The contrived per-
formance is a means to an end, namely the establishment of the teacher’s dominance. It is essentially

a temporary measure. He will soon be able to drop his mask (Kift et al., 2008).

Although in the long run teachers will have to earn their authority by good teaching, it is helpful
from the beginning to behave as if they already have it. Finally, authority, as opposed to domi-

nance, may express itself in entirely different ways.

Experienced teachers are apparently much less worried about discipline than beginners. "There was
no doubt in their mind, given years of experience, that they could manage a class" (Gustafsson,
2009, p.90). The course of action described by this teacher may therefore not be open to the begin-
ner. It is, however, worth keeping in mind because the relationship with a class should not only be

looked at in terms of setting up teacher control.

b- Constancy

First encounters may be significant, but they do not decide everything. Firmness at the beginning is
advisable, but there are more ways of expressing firmness and determination than non-verbal lan-

guage. The quality of teaching will make the difference. Reacting to disciplinary problems as they

occur is an urgent matter and therefore has top priority. However, this urgency should not obscure
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cumulated effect of interaction dominated by assessment and teacher influence is a hidden message
to pupils that only those actions and utterances that make sense in terms of the teacher’s lesson plan
are allowable in the classroom. The hidden curriculum is: only if something is initiated and asked by
the teacher is a part of the lesson. The hidden curriculum may well counteract the purpose of school
lessons: learning. For example, it happens very often that a student gives the teacher part of a pro-
blem, but is not interested in the rest. The student asks the teacher a question, and the teacher tries
to answer it. As he/she opens her/his mouth, the student turns to the neighbor.

For this student and many others participating in the lesson has been reduced to following the rules
of a game in which all the teacher has to do is to show that he/she is taking part in the official part of
classroom transactions. This means that teacher control - or at least too much of it - can alienate
students from what is taking place in the classroom. They no longer see it as their own enterprise.
Given the pressure exercised by the organization, their lack of voluntarism may take delicate forms.
It may be an attitude of consumerism that expects the teacher to hand whatever is to be learnt to

them on a plate. It is, in many cases, a view of lessons in which learning is only of minor importance.

Coping with Discipline:

Having criticized the mechanisms of school interaction so rigorously in the previous section, it may
seem natural to make suggestions to how these might be changed. Numerous competent guides to
survival in the classroom exist. Survival is not and cannot be an end in itself. All the same it is indis-
pensable. Some of the suggestions will be looked at in the following section. They are centered on

four important aspects of classroom control:

a. First encounters between a teacher and a class
b. Constancy

¢. Breathing spaces

d. Flexibility

a - First encounters

The teacher may miss the first clue. There is an example of the traps someone coming new into a
class might fall into:

The teacher, on entering the room, looks at the pupils and returns a smile from a boy in the
front. The boy continues to smile and asks a question:

First pupil: Are you a new teacher, Miss?
Teacher: (Continuing to smile) That’s right. (Another pupil calls out).

Second pupil: Are you strict like Mr. Brown was, Miss? (Teacher looks towards him, takes a

breath to answer, but another boy calls out to the previous pupil).

Third pupil: He was a nutcase! (Laughter from class).

Teacher: (No longer smiling, looking at the new speaker) Now....that will do. I’d like your at-

tention, please.
This sequence, lasting less than a minute, might set the key for the lesson to follow. The teacher, by
smiling, has put the pupils at ease too early. If the interaction were to continue as it began he/she
would soon find it difficult to maintain control over the teaching situation.

Research studies mention honeymoon of one or two lessons during which the students are weighing
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Teacher: No! The English name, not the abbreviation, not the short word.

Pupils: Whispering.

Teacher: Who remembers?

Pupils: coughing.

Teacher: some of our classes have in the afternoons?

Silence.

Teacher: It is sports!

Pupils: Sports

Teacher: Yes, it is sports.

For a long time now language-teaching theory has been all for communicating and discourse. Text
books abound in over to you bubbles. And yet a considerable number of language lessons observed
in schools still bear a resemblance to the above exchange. The communication in it goes through
one central switchboard, the teacher. As a piece of communication it must sound almost ridiculous
to an outsider. Someone is asking a question to which he/she already knows the answer. The rules
of normal communication seem undermined. It may be argued that these are teachers questions
asked with the principle of easing the students, in a Socratic fashion, towards a solution. It is
doubted whether the above exchange could be called Socratic. It looks more like a ritual guessing
game in which the teacher acts as a less than impartial judge. What is right is decided by the teacher.
The decision - sports of PE - seems arbitrary to the observer. What the students answer is not
wrong. It just seems arbitrary to the observer. It just does not fit the teacher’s expectations.

It is the structure of the subject that makes language lessons even more prone to such exchanges
than others. A foreign language has to be presented in a much stricter sequence than other subjects.
One step implies a number of preceding steps. It is like a ladder. You need step A before you can go
on to step B. Given all this, plus the fact that language teaching in schools is still to a huge extent
about correctness of form and vocabulary, it is clear that teacher control, and insistence on correc-
tion will feature prominently in language classes. The severity of the subject has, by the way, long
been known and lamented.

Analyzing a segment of a class discussion, in which students and the teacher try to pick up different
strands suggested by the topic of a text, it is shown how students try to express their own experience,
whereas the teacher tries to lead them back to the text. A conflict of interest comes out that leaves
the students frustrated. They are often under the impression that there is no point saying anything
in certain lessons since the teacher has decided beforehand what is right and what is wrong. Espe-
cially if they make a grammar mistake in what they say, their statement is immediately canceled by
the teacher.

If classroom interaction is dominated by the teacher, it turns a risk of not involving students any-
more and therefore of being unrelated to them. Weswmann’s (2010) study asserts to have estab-
lished a link between such problems and the kind of interaction prevailing in school classrooms.
Schools have been accused of failing children because what takes place in the classroom and what is
taught there is irrelevant to pupils’ needs, so irrelevant indeed that it may well be at the base of nega-
tive class participation. Studying the reasons behind school fatigue, Weswmann (2010) sees teacher
domination of classroom interaction as one obstruction to student activation. He argues that the ac-
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fore promotes a craving for some form of stability and security rather than openness to doubts. Un-
fortunately, student autonomy will initially often appear as a threat to this stability. A lot of innova-
tive attempts in language teaching - both communicative language teaching and the humanistic
approaches - have learner autonomy at their core. However, if approaches that depend on learner
autonomy are put to work in a school context they must work in an environment where control fea-
tures prominently and where the granting of autonomy may, therefore, be perceived as a threat to

classroom control.

The prominence given to classroom control together with the isolation in which teachers’ work is
carried out also affects perceptions and attitudes between teachers and students. According to Full-
an (2013) teachers tend to see that they do primarily in terms of their own intentions and not in
terms of what these intentions do to pupils. It seems naturally difficult for teachers to do just this,
that is, leave their role and watch what is going on in their classroom. It is in the face of such difficul-
ties that seeing what happens in the classroom from a different perspective is vital.

e- Student alienation

Discipline and control have so far only been seen from the point of view of teachers and in terms of
their priorities and intentions. But how about what actually happens in the classroom? What are the
consequences of these priorities for students?

Classroom discourse has been a favorite object of study for discourse analysts because it is well
structured and ideally one person controls who talks and when. For this very reason it was feasible
for Sinclair and Courtland in Farooq (1999b) to take a piece of teacher-centered discourse and de-
rive from it a well-ordered hierarchy of acts:

With these and other problems inherent in conversation we decided it would be more produc-
tive to begin with a more simple type of spoken discourse, one which has a much more overt
structure, where one participant has acknowledged responsibility for the direction of the dis-
course, for the direction of the discourse, for deciding who shall speak when, and for introdu-
cing and ending topics.(Farooq, 1999b, p.6)
Looking at Sinclair and Coulthard’s (1975) analysis leaves us in no doubt as to how teacher-cen-
tered school lessons are. Many studies (Soodak & Podell, 2007; Durgunoglu & Hughes, 2010) that
have been carried out subsequently prove that classroom interaction is almost exclusively led by the
teacher. Control, therefore, is not only something that is part of teachers’ values and wishes; it is a
well-known feature of observed classroom interaction. Language teaching is, of course, no excep-
tion. Language lessons seem to be one of the places where teachers exercise a particularly high de-
gree of control. Subjects like literature or social studies may make it easier for instructors and
students to approach a text or a topic on a more equal footing. With questions of grammar, correct-
ness or lexical meaning it is a different subject. Here it is quite evidently the teacher is the expert.
Consider the kind of discourse this may lead to. The following is a piece of data taken from a lan-
guage lesson (observed by the writer):
Teacher: Now. What is the English name for physical education?
Pupil 1: PE.
Pupil 2: PE.
Pupil 3: PE.
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sociated with occasions when teachers are visited. Even for experienced teachers inspections are oc-
casions of unease.

Rather than being splendid, teachers’ isolation is, thus, at best ambivalent. It might, on the one
hand, afford them some degree of autonomy; on the other hand, teachers are, whenever they face
problems within that sphere, on their own. The sanctity of the classroom, too, is only an obvious
one. What happens there is much of a secret because ultimately the school will know about it
through unofficial channels of communication. The stories that go through such channels - espe-
cially those about discipline problems - add up to a teacher’s reputation, which in turn can become
an important factor in being able to establish control. Several studies (Soodak & Podell, 2007; Mer-
tens, 2013) mention unofficial hierarchies in the staffroom that are established according to such re-
putations. Mertens (2013) advises beginners to gain their colleagues’ respect by solving their
discipline problems themselves.

An open discussion of teachers’ personal difficulties within a class is a taboo even in a meeting to
solve these difficulties. This tendency not to talk about problems to colleagues leads to a situation

where the teacher’s isolation is reinforced.
d- Obstacles to change

All these factors, the importance of control, the uncertainty of the teaching situation as well as the
various strains of the job, have a tendency to produce an atmosphere which is not conductive to
change and innovation. Consequently, two main obstacles pop up putting the teachers in the way of

real improvement in the school classroom.

The first follows directly from what has just been said about the isolation teachers work in. This iso-
lation leads to a lack of a free and in-depth exchange of opinions and ideas. For teachers, a school
day is divided up into long teaching slots during which formal relations with a group are required,
followed by relatively short breaks during which contacts with colleagues are possible. Because of
the sheer scarcity of time during breaks the opportunities for such contacts are very limited. More-
over, starting discussions about the job is risky, because staffroom relations are a shaky matter. For
many teachers, the staffroom is - despite its peculiar code of conduct - a sanctuary from the confron-
tations and pressures of the job. As one teacher in one of the public schools (interviewed by the wri-
ter) puts it:

I can only survive at school because of the breaks, because it is then that I have contact with

the others. If I did not have that, I do not know whether I’d still be a teacher.

This statement confirms how important informal relationships in the staffroom can be for the emo-
tional well-being of teachers. Teachers hesitate to put the few off-stage occasions of their school day
at risk, least of all by bringing up controversial pedagogical issues and problems. Staff of teachers
studiously sometimes avoids pedagogical issues in their contacts. This was especially true for meet-
ings on classes and students. Possible conflicts of substance were kept at bay by conducting the dis-

cussion totally at the level of formal regulations and grades.

A second obstacle to innovation is teachers’ need for stability and control. Those doing research on
language learning and teaching (Widdowson, 2003; Banner & Cannon, 2014) demand that practi-
tioners should open to challenge. However justified such demands may be theoretically, it should
not be forgotten that teachers work in a situation which is in itself a constant challenge and there-
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room tend to respond to them with strategies they are familiar with from university or college. Such
strategies are in essence cognitive ones, for example, more and better preparation. In following
these strategies, they pay too much attention to the task side of their job and, therefore, fail to ad-
dress what might have caused their difficulties in the first place: the emotional relations in the class-
room. Their increased effort may well yield no better result because it has the wrong target.
c- Physical and emotional strains
Gustafsson (2009) characterizes teachers’ work in the following way:
Teachers do ’people work’, but they do it under somewhat special conditions. Three peculiari-
ties are evident: the low degree of voluntarism in the teacher-student relationship, the problem
of extracting work from immature workers and the grouped context of teacher endea-
vors.(Gustafsson, 2009, p.99)
No wonder this task is perceived as strenuous. In fact, there is ample evidence to show how strenu-
ous it is. Cheung (2006) ironically comments:
School teaching is by common repute an easy job, a soft cop with short hours, long holidays,
and little physical exertion. Conservative politicians and right-wing professors of philosophy
can rely on having an audience whenever they get an uncontrollable urge to do some teacher-
bashing.
(Cheung, 2006, p.445)
Health statistics, too, show that teaching is by no means a soft potion. The exhaustion teachers feel
and the pressures on them are real. In a summary of research on the subject of teacher health, statis-
tics would show a significantly higher incidence of nervous and heart diseases among teachers than
among the average population (Mertens, 2013). Not being able to control the uncertainties of the
classroom may lead to various symptoms of physical illness like not being able to sleep or loss of
voice. The episode flu is just one of the regular occasions when the annual spell of infections, voice
trouble and general exhaustion at the end of term (exam time, handing in of reports) produce a state
in which on certain days a teacher could not face going into the classroom. As one of the inter-
viewed teachers said:
Interviewer: Do you like your job?
Teacher: Yes, I do. I find it a big strain?
Interviewer: What is it about it that’s a strain?
Teacher: I find the psychological and even physical confrontation with the kids constantly. In
the first year of teaching, the strain is immense. If you care at all about what you’re doing, the

strain is immense.
Despite the hundreds of personal encounters teachers have in their classrooms, they work, as a rule,
on their own. The classic package in teaching is a teacher confronting a class. Teachers may not see
their isolation exclusively in negative terms. Much as they may suffer from being deprived of con-
tacts at their own workplace, there is something to be said for privacy, especially if things go wrong.
They close the classroom door behind them to be the boss. Yet, it is doubtful how autonomous tea-
chers are at their workplace. Are they really their own boss? Haven’t, for instance, people further up

the hierarchy the right to enter the privacy of the classroom whenever they wish? There are fears as-
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pidly, unpredictability not only applies to groups but also to the different stages in their develop-
ment. The change from one stage to the next can happen fast and has to be reacted to on the spot.
There are no textbook solutions for this. If the textbook or a colleague in the staffroom says ’if in no
doubt be firm,’ this may, without a proper appraisal of the actual situation lead to a completely
wrong action. The behavior of a class often depends on imponderables like its existing mood, on
what has happened in the preceding lessons, on the weather, time of the day, etc.

Given a situation that is inherently uncertain, it is understandable that establishing some form of or-
der and control is of immediate significance to teachers. When establishing control, teachers might
often manage to appear as influential figures and as masters of the situation. However, classroom
control is essentially not an expression of instructor autonomy but a reaction to the uncertainty and
the constraints of a situation that already exists. Cooper (2010, p.87) writes:

Without condoning the attitudes or practices of genuinely authoritarian character, it is impor-
tant to recognize that the disciplinary responses of teachers, in general, are intelligible that the
disciplinary responses to situations they have been presented with, over which they have (in
the short term) limited control.

The uncertainties of teaching go far beyond the actual teaching situation. They are inherent in diffi-
culties in evaluating the quality of teachers’ work. When has a lesson been successful? What are its
short-term and what are its long-term effects? How are long-term effects to be assessed? Are they ac-
tually attributable to teaching?

Another source of uncertainty for teachers is the question of what their relationship with a class is
to be like. The job facing teachers is to resolve the dilemma between making a class work within the
rules of the institution and, at the same time, taking care of the emotional climate in the classroom.
Teachers are supposed to direct a class towards and through a task and base their work with a class
on a relationship with students that is both personal and motivating (Gustafsson, 2009). Indeed,
children often say ’I learn for the teacher because I like him or her.” One teacher interviewed by Gus-
tafsson (2009,101) clearly expresses the contradiction establishing control and having a positive
emotional relationship with students:

I like to be their friend and yet to know when hilarity and fun stops. I think they know where
the line goes... you have controlled discipline all the time.

Emotions are the substance of children’s life. Emotions are therefore the substance of teaching chil-
dren. On the surface, it may seem as if situations of this kind are isolated events. They are not. They
are part of the job. Children show their emotions more openly than adults. Dealing with emotions
is, therefore, more than just an initial barrier to teaching that has to be got out of the way before the
actual instruction can begin (Gustafsson, 2009). Teachers come back from classes charged with
emotions-almost exclusively negative ones-finding it hard to get rid of them in the short intervals in
the staffroom. Emotions are, as Gustafsson (2009) claims, in a very literal sense teachers’ work as
"keeping order, and getting the kids to learn, both require operating on the emotions of the kids
through the emotions of the teacher" (p.105).

This, incidentally, often causes difficulties for the beginning teacher. One of the authors in a hand-
book for student teachers (Alvarez, 2007) pinpoints the emotional aspect of teaching as the one that

often escapes the beginner. It is argued that beginning teachers when facing difficulties in the class-
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with adolescents. During these early difficulties, colleagues are in most cases of little help. Staffroom
relations for a beginner are almost as uncertain as classroom relations. Because of their importance,
discipline and classroom control are the main points in this part, survival. A more detailed discus-
sion of the situation teachers work in seems necessary because understanding it is fundamental for

any changes and innovations to be effective.
a- First discipline then teaching

Generations of teachers have their priorities straight: first discipline then teaching. Practitioners see
classroom control as probably their most urgent task, because without it the classroom soon be-
comes a "circus without a ringmaster and the teacher will become rapidly exhausted and demora-
lized" (Hare & Portelli, 2015, p.77).

Classroom control is not only basic in the sense that is a task to be solved before teaching can begin.
Various studies on the sociology of the teaching profession have shown that it is so central that it
shapes and molds teacher’s beliefs, if not their personalities (Hare & Portelli, 2015).

Researches about the socialization of teachers have studied the process of how an individual makes
the transition from being a student to being a member of the teaching profession (Hare & Portelli,
2015; Gorrell & Dharmadasa, 2009). It is the necessity to establish control which such studies con-
sider molds for teachers’ attitudes. With respect to Gorrell and Dharmadasa (2009) teachers are so-
cialized on site. The influence brought to bear on them by the classroom situation is much more
powerful than their training, which might have adopted liberal values that cannot be kept up in the
actual teaching situation. It is the familiar story of the young idealistic teacher who adapts to the
schooled situation. There is evidence from studies by Mertens (2013) and Soodak and Podell (2007)
that shows how this happens although teachers’ individual developments are not necessarily prede-

termined by the institution.
b- An uncertain situation

Situations of professional practice are, according to Banner and Cannon (2014), characterized by
uncertainty, uniqueness and value conflicts. This is true of professions like medicine, law and archi-
tecture. It is also true of teaching. Banner and Cannon (2014, p.13), in fact, singles out teaching as a
prime example of uncertainty and conflicting pressures:
Practitioners are frequently embroiled in conflicts of values, goals, purposes, and interests.
Teachers are faced with pressures for increased efficiency in the context of contracting bud-
gets, demands that they rigorously teach the basics, exhortations to encourage activity, build
citizenship, help students to examine their values.

Cooper (2010) also distinguishes a basic contradiction in teachers’ self-images between demands
made by society to act competently, that is to be in control, and a work situation which is inherently
uncertain and, therefore, difficult to control. In a similar vein, Fullan (2013) characterizes the teach-
ing situation as multidimensional, simultaneous, immediate and unpredictable.

The uncertainty of the teaching situation has various forms. Its most immediate one for the teacher
is the many external factors on which the success of a lesson seems to hinge and which are, at the
same time, beyond the teacher’s control. Classroom situations are unique because the persons in the
class and the chemistry between them are unique. Teaching two parallel groups often turns to be a
trap because a lesson that has worked in one class fails in the other. With children, who change ra-
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practice has been going on as if advances in research had never happened? Having worked in curri-
culum development, it is discovered that teachers resent and resist efforts to change them. One of
the reasons for this is that curriculum development leaves the teacher with very little autonomy, and
without a doubt with the rather limited role of the implementer. In this case, the teacher could be at
best a facilitator, someone who had taken the trouble to understand the approach of the developer,
to adapt it minimally to the situation and to pass it faithfully to students (Cheung, 2006).

Examining curriculum renewal in foreign language teaching, an observer comes to a similar conclu-
sion. The teacher’s task is reduced to that of bringing about certain prespecified behavioral changes
in all pupils in a predetermined stereotypical mode. Neither teachers nor pupils are regarded as indi-
viduals with the need to teach and learn in mutually responsive ways towards ends that they them-
selves have agreed on. The picture mentioned earlier not only symbolizes logical deduction but also
stands for a social hierarchy. It is hardly surprising that when changes are passed down this hierar-
chy, with policy makers being at the top and teachers being at the bottom end of the implementa-
tion staircase, such changes do not translate into practical action in a clear-cut and easy fashion.
Woolfolk-Hoy & Spero (2005) describe the difficulties of communication between people involved
in change at different levels of the educational hierarchy and note as one principal problem that col-
leagues at the next step down in the implementation staircase are more concerned to choose justifi-
catory vocabularies than to analyze the planning and implementation skills that they need. Put
more crudely, the maxim of practitioners in the face of change coming from above is keep on doing
the same thing but employ the new name for it. Justificatory vocabularies in the field of language
teaching abound. To take but one example, talking about *functions’ can cover a great variety of ob-
jectives in language teaching, from ’ making a polite request’ via *describing completed actions’ to
’verbalizing joy about a successful trick’(Fauls, 2014, p.366). This means it is possible to have al-
most any objective (i.e. introducing a speech act, the present perfect or a textbook anecdote) cov-
ered by terminology that is acceptable in terms of current trend. What changes is the terminology
rather than what takes place in the classroom (Fauls, 2014).

The emphasis is on change at an individual level. It directly refers to teacher development in a literal
form. How does a teacher change, adapt, persist, advance or regress under the impact of his/her
work? The particular stage at which a new idea reaches a teacher in his her development may well
decide whether this idea will be effective. The interplay between development and innovation is af-
firmed by Durgunoglu & Hughes (2010).They claim that forms of teaching have a greater chance of
success when used by an experienced teacher who can retreat to a routine if more experimental
forms should fail. At the same time, it is the inexperienced teacher who is more likely to innovate for
the very cause that he/she has not established a routine yet. However, innovation in the early stages
of a teaching career often adds to insecurity. This leads to the discussion of an important aspect

which is survival.
Survival

Achieving control is far from easy. The figure of a teacher during the first year is one of a person try-
ing to survive, who is at the mercy of the situation and its uncontrollable web of influences and pres-
sures. Not being able to manage the uncertainties of the classroom is in every aspect stressful.
Behind the physical strain is the emotional strain of having to weather with students particularly
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A View of the Complexities of School Practice
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Abstract

Educational questions, especially the relationship between students and teachers, are underpinnings
for the teaching of any subject. Language teaching at school must, therefore, be considered in com-
bination with them. If personal relations in the classroom are not healthy, teaching quickly becomes
an empty ritual because there is no chance of it being efficient in classes that are unruly, apathetic or
hostile. This article charts the professional development of an English language teacher. It vividly
describes the gap between the academic theory of teacher training courses and the reality of life in
the classroom. Drawn from personal experience, the insights in this article offer strategies for survi-
val in the sometimes difficult environment of school-teaching. It describes the difficulties a teacher
might come across when starting his/her first teaching post, discipline being the most prominent

among them.
Key words: language teaching, survival, discipline, constancy, breathing spaces, flexibility
Introduction

There is usually a careful divide between different disciplines like methodology, education, psychol-
ogy, etc. In the classroom, nevertheless, they occur quite inseparably, because they are all parts of
one person’s practice. For this article, this meant leaving the territory of English as a foreign lan-
guage and look at studies on the sociology of the teaching profession, teacher health, the psychol-
ogy of education, humanistic psychology, analysis of classroom interaction and classroom
management. This article presents education as much as language teaching which are reciprocally
dependent.

It means that what children are instructed at school is not so much the subject matter, that is, the
language, but rather attitudes and values, often controversial ones like obedience and discipline. A
well-structured lesson may teach the "Declaration of Independence" or "the use of gerunds after
prepositions" quite successfully. It may seem good to an observer. At the same time, the actual mes-
sage it transmits to students is that only what the teacher says matters. As one school student wrote
about the language lessons he had taken part in: "I did not bother to say anything in Mr. B’s lesson
because it was only his views that counted" (Gustafsson, 2009, p.91).

All this need not be so. The veiled agenda of teachers need not to be about imposing their will on
classes, at least not exclusively. If there is educational importance to everything a teacher does, this
significance can be negative as well as positive. Changing what on the surface looked like almost un-
related details (a gesture, a reaction, a tone of voice, a word chosen as an example) affect the overall
picture of what a teacher is doing and that positive details had a cumulative effect, sometimes result-

ing in a change for the better (Hannaway & Mittleman, 2011).

An emphasis on change does not necessarily join well with one on practice. The practicing teacher’s

opposition to educational change has often been the subject of complaint. Why is it that school
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