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Abstract:

The research stand on three sections and
a preparation. The preparation focused
on the definition of astronomy and ad-
mired poets on stars. The first topic talk
about the solar system group and the
planets. The second topic talk about the
moon, the planets and the zodiacal sys-
tem which described by them poets.
While the third topic focused on the
Conclusion and the research results..
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Sonnet (1) Z\A,.uj\'.“

Original Text

No longer mourn for me when I am
dead

Then you shall hear the surly sullen bell

Give warning to the world that I am fled

From this vile world, with vilest worms
to dwell:

Nay, if you read this line, remember not

The hand that writ it; for I love you so

That I in your sweet thoughts would be
forgot

If thinking on me then should make you

woe.
O, if, I say, you look upon this verse

When I perhaps compounded am with

clay,

Do not so much as my poor name re-

hearse?

But let your love even with my life de-

cay,

Lest the wise world should look into

your moan

And mock you with me after I am gone.

Modern Text

You can mourn for me when I am dead,
but no longer

Than when you hear the solemn-sound-
ing bell

Announce to the world that I have gone

From this vile world, to live with the
worms (in the grave):

If you read this line, do not remember

The hand that wrote it; for I love you so
much

That I would rather you forget me com-
pletely

If thinking about me when I am gone
would make you upset.

O, if you look upon this sonnet

When my body has become mixed with
the dust and dirt,

Do not even mention my insignificant
name.

But let your love decay in the same way
that my life rots away,

So that the malicious people in world do
not pry into your grief

And use your relationship with me to
mock you after I am dead.
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Sonnet (18) da A

Original Text
Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more tempe-
rate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds
of May,

And summer’s lease hath all too short a
date:

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven
shines,

And often is his gold complexion
dimm’d;

And every fair from fair sometime de-
clines,

By chance, or nature’s changing course,
untrimm’d;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade
Nor lose possession of that fair thou
ow’st;

Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in
his shade,

When in eternal lines to time thou
grow’st;

So long as men can breathe or eyes can
see,

So long lives this and this gives life to
thee.

Modern Text
Shall I compare you to a summer’s day?

You are more lovely and more constant:

Rough winds shake the beloved buds of
May

And summer is far too short:

At times the sun is too hot,

Or often goes behind the clouds;

And everything beautiful sometime will
lose its beauty,

By misfortune or by nature’s planned

out course.
But your youth shall not fade,

Nor will you lose the beauty that you
possess;

Nor will death claim you for his own,

Because in my eternal verse you will live
forever.

So long as there are people on this earth,

So long will this poem live on, making
you immortal.
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Abstract:

Pragmatic competence is the ability to
communicate effectively and appropri-
ately in the social context. The purpose
of this study is to study the effect of
Speech Act Theory on the development
of pragmatic skills in written and spoken
discourse to EFL learners in cycle 2. Pre-
test/Post-test and Control Group Design
employed in this study. Sixty students
studied in Lebanese official schools cycle
II shared in the experiment. The experi-
ment group practiced written and spo-
ken authentic and interactional activities
that aim to teach the functional use of

speech acts with respect to Searle’s

(1969) taxonomy, whereas the control
group did not receive any training. The
results emphasized that teaching the
functional use of speech acts developed
the learners’ pragmatic skills in written
and spoken discourse, raised their moti-
vation, and gave them better attitudes
toward learning English. Therefore, EFL
teachers could be encouraged to give
more importance to the functional use of
speech acts to enhance the learners’ com-
municative competence.

Key words: pragmatic skills- functional
use of language- writing skills- speaking
skills -communicative competence.
Teaching the Functional Meaning of
Speech Acts to EFL Learners in Cycle 11

1. Introduction:

Speech Act Theory is the first theory in
pragmatics that studies the functional
use of language in the society such as
questioning, thanking, apologizing, re-
fusing... This research aims to study the
application of Austin’s (1962) and Sear-
le’s (1969) speech act theories in teaching
English as a second language to cycle I1
learners in Lebanese Official Schools.
Teaching the functional use of speech
acts in contextual situations develops the
learners’ pragmatic skills in writing and
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speaking. Moreover, it increases the lear-
ners’ intrinsic motivation and attitudes
towards learning English as a second

language.
1.1. Rationale of the Research:

This research puts a descriptive linguistic
theory into practice. Therefore, it’s sig-
nificant and applicable in many fields.
On the first place, this research is of
great significance in language teaching
and learning. All EFL learners, in gener-
al, and cycle II students in the Lebanese
schools in particular will benefit from
this research. This research also adopts
cycle II since it is the cornerstone in lan-
guage teaching. Consequently, all EFL
teachers will consider the results of this
research to develop the pragmatic skills
for their learners. Material designers will
also take this research, as a valuable in-
put.It will help them to consider the im-
portance of teaching the functional use
of speech acts in contextual situations to
design activities that develop the prag-
matic skills to EFL learners.

Moreover, this research is significant in
translation, philosophy, and psychology.
First, when people know the relevant use
of speech acts in contextual situations,
they will translate ideas based on inten-
tions not on word-to-word translation.
Smith (2003) suggested the use of Speech
Act Theory in machine translators to
translate intentions not individual
words. Second, this research is signifi-
cant in philosophy.Speech Act Theory is
a philosophical theory and it gives us a

new way to analyze and interpret mean-
ing. Third, this research is significant in
psychology. The roleplay activities help
to develop the learners’ self-confidence.
It helps the learners that have pragmatic
problems such as retell a story, share in
conversation, and use nonverbal com-
munication. (Sittipraporn,2012, Co-
hen, 199, Hillyard 2010).

In fact, many researchers have studied
the effect of Speech Act Theory on the
development of language skills. Some of
them focus on the effect of Speech Act
Theory on developing speaking skills
only such as Molina (2011), and Shelley
(1992).0Others focus on its effect on writ-
ing skills only such as Altikriti (2011)
and Alkilani (2013). However, this re-
search studies the effect of application of
speech act theory to develop the prag-
matic skill both in speaking and in writ-

ing..
1.2. The Research Problem:

The English language curriculum (1997)
in the Lebanese official schools adopts
the communicative approach. This ap-
proach gains its importance, as it is uni-
versal approach. It aims to develop the
learners’ communicative competence to
receive and produce English texts.
(Gaith and Gazi, 1999).

Although the curriculum has great ad-
vantages, it has certain disadvantages.
AlZoughbi (2013) has also presented the
Bask Study that evaluated public and
private teaching in Lebanon for three
years. This study concluded that there is
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weakness in English language teaching in
the official schools. In addition to
that,the Lebanese Association for Edu-
cational Studies (2003) presented an eva-
luative study to these textbooks. It
revealed that the new curriculum of Eng-
lish has a number of advantages: appli-
cation of content-based approach, use of
cooperative learning, and inclusion of
thinking skills, study skills, and cultural
awareness. However, that study also
showed that the problem lies in the text-
books used. The textbooks have many
disadvantages as there’s absence of link
between goals, content, and learning ac-

tivities.

As an English teacher in the Lebanese
official school, I analyzed the textbooks
used in cycles I and II. The results of the
analysis showed that although awareness
is attributed to the need of authentic in-
put to achieve communication, but the
reality in classrooms still does not meet
the needs. In general, according to asso-
ciation of language testers ALTE (2005),
there should be integration for teaching
the functional use of utterance in lan-
guage teaching to develop the communi-
cative competence. However, I have
noticed that there is absence of the objec-
tives and activities that teach the func-
tional use of language. In addition, the
books deal only with direct speech acts
rather than indirect ones. The objectives
of the activities are restricted only to one
type of representatives. They aim to let
the students either describe themselves

and their feelings or to describe others.
There are also few objectives that focus
on directives such as to give offers, ac-
cept invitations, and give instructions.
As we can see, the other three parts of
Searle’s taxonomy (declaration, commis-
sives and expressive) are neglected
although they are crucial to the develop-
ment of the communicative competence.
Accordingly, the learners don’t focus on
the illocutionary meaning, and with it
they fail to incorporate learner’s socio-
linguistic competence. Therefore, the
majority of the cycle II students have
pragmatic problems that hinder their

communication.

As a result, the Lebanese students in cy-
cle II face many pragmatic problems.
According to Tracy’s (1999) checklist to
diagnose the pragmatic problems, the
students have the following problems.
They are not able to tell a sequenced
story, share appropriately in conversa-
tions, understand English idioms and
jokes, understand and use nonverbal
communication, use intonations, ges-
tures, and body language appropriately,
match between grammatical and func-
tional use of utterances in spoken and
written discourse, and use politeness

markers appropriately.

Integrating teaching the functions of
speech acts to EFL learners in contex-
tualized situations is of great importance
to avoid such problems. As Tatsuki and
Houk (2010) revealed, native speakers
didn’t have access to their pragmatic

. N .
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knowledge, so they should be taught the
functional meaning of speech acts in
context. If this is the case of native
speakers, how it should be to nonnative
speakers. Brock and Nagasaka (2005)
also revealed that it’s essential to teach
L2 learners pragmatic competence to
achieve successful communication.

1.3. Research Questions:

From this problem, the following ques-

tions were raised:

1. What are the basic pragmatic pro-
blems that EFL learners have?

2. What are the advantages of applying
Speech Act Theory in EFL teaching?

3. How can we apply the results in the
Lebanese Curriculum for teaching
English?

1.4. Research Hypotheses:

According to these questions, this re-
search proposes the following hypoth-

€Ses:

Hypothesis 1: Students who receive train-
ing in using speech act appropriately will
show more progress in the development
of pragmatic skills in writing and speak-
ing activities than the students who do
not receive training.

Hypothesis 2: Students who receive train-
ing in using speech act will show more
motivation and have better attitudes to-
wards learning than students who do not
receive training.

2. Literature Review:
2.1. Theoretical Overview:

Teaching English to EFL learners had

changed from traditional approach to
communicative approach. The term
communicative competence started with
Halliday (1972) and Hymes (1973). They
asserted that learners should learn lan-
guage not only linguistically, but also to
achieve communicative goals. Then,
pragmatics becomes fundamental part of
the communicative competence. (Canale
and Swain, 1980, Bachman, 1990, Celce
Murcia 1995). Pragmatics studies the re-
lation between language use and its so-
ciocultural rules. (Mc. Lean, 2004).
Hence, acquisition of pragmatic compe-
tence becomes an essential factor of com-
municative competence. It demands the
proper use of language to be socially ac-
cepted in a speech community.

Pragmatic theory started with Austin
(1962). He was the first who elaborated
the Speech Act Theory by adding the
term performatives as opposite to con-
statives. Constatives describe the utter-
ance as true or false, while as
performatives suggested that words can
also perform action that can be true or
false according to their felicity condi-
tions. Furthermore, Austin distinguished
between implicit and explicit performa-
tives. Implicit performatives is the func-
tion expressed in the declarative and
interrogative sentences while the explicit
performative is several interpretation to
performative as in the imperative sen-

tence.

Austin also has said that the function of

the performative verb is determined by

. (744) .
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its felicity conditions: person, procedure,
and circumstances of the utterance.
Thus, Austin emphasized that words per-
form action, and this action can be clas-
sified into three acts:

Locutionary act: act of the uttered
words.

Illocutionary act: The function of the
words uttered, what’s done by the
words such as thanking, apologizing,
refusing....

Perlocutionary acts: the effect of the
words on the listener that provokes
him to action.

After that, Searle relied on Austin’s theo-
ry and elaborated it. Searle (1968) has re-
duced all this acts to one act, the
illocutionary act. Searle (1969) put his
philosophy of language where he inter-
preted this act into three levels: the ut-
tered word, the propositional act P (act
of referring and predicting) and the illo-
cutionary force F(the function of the
words uttered). Searle (1969) illustrated
the functions of the illocutionary act by
the following taxonomy:

Declarations: is the correspondence
between content and reality (bet, de-
clare, appoint....)

Representative: commit the speaker
to the truth (describe, clime, hy-
pothesize, insist, predict.....)

Commisive: commit the speaker to fu-
ture action(promise, offer, refuse...)
Directives: The speaker attempt the

hearer to do something (command,
requesting, inviting, suggesting........ )

Expressive: state what the speaker

feels (apologize, congratulate, praise,

regret.....)
Searle (1969) has also illustrated that one
act may have several functions. He has
discriminated between direct and indir-
ect speech acts that mean that there is
difference between the surface meaning
and the intended meaning.

Searle (1983) relied on his philosophy of
language to put his theory of intentional-
ity. He considered that speaker uses his
intentions to capture an effect on the lis-
tener. Speaker and listener have shared
conventions that enable them to capture
the intended meaning. Searle (2006) tried
to give the general characteristics of hu-
man language. He emphasized the rela-
tion of nonlinguistic behavior to

linguistic intentionality.
2.2. Importance of Speech Act Theory:

Although Speech Act Theory went back
to 1962, it has been a dynamic theory un-
til our days. Words are around us, and
whenever there’s words, there will be
analysis to the actions performed by
these words. Therefore, many research-
ers found that speech act theory is an ef-
ficient theory, but it is has certain
drawbacks.

On one hand, it’s a worthy and valuable
theory. Many researchers praised this
theory because it presents a new picture
of analyzing meaning. It’s a philosophi-
cal theory, so it interprets the meaning of
speech acts in a logical way.(Oishi,2006).
Poythress (2006) said that it corrected

N

sl Jsll



the earlier philosophical view as it ana-
lyzed meaning into propositional act and
illocutionary force. Moreover, the func-
tions of illocutionary act as presented in
Searle’s taxonomy are universal and ap-
plicable in all languages (Kasper and
Rose, 2011). Moon (2002) also said that
this theory has contributed in the devel-
opment of pragmatic competence. It pro-
vides the learner with the sociocultural
rules of the native speakers. The knowl-
edge of the appropriate use of direct and
indirect speech acts helps to achieve the
politeness strategies that differ from cul-
ture to culture.(Alemi and Iran-
doost,2012).

On the other hand, critics put valuable
comments on this theory. In the same
way, they rely on it to present straight-
forward theories that clarify these points
and add to the importance and efficiency
of this theory. Critics have criticized this
theory because it studied speech acts in
isolation not in context (Poythress,
2008). It focused only on intentions
(Cohen,1990) and it relied on conven-
tions (Shelly,1992). In addition to that,
this theory neglects the nonverbal com-
munication whereas nonverbal commu-
nication represents 70% of
communication (Navarro and Marvin,
2010).1t is often more accurate than the
pronounced word because it tells about
the true mental and psychological state
of the person. El-Fiqi (2009) also af-
firmed that there are three factors for

communication: 7% for the words ut-

tered, 55% for visual effects, and 38%
for auditory effects. This proves that
communication is not speech only.

2.3. Theories that Rely on Speech Act
Theory:

Speech Act theory was the first theory in
pragmatics that has paved the way to
other pragmatic theories:

The Exchange Theory: it is structural

analysis to conversation. Conversation is
made up gradually from lesson, moves,
and acts.

Conversation Analysis: It is social analy-

sis to conversation.Conversation is done
by having sequence, turn taking, and ad-
jacency pairs. (Cutting, 2002).

Cooperative Principle : Grice (1975)

combined the two approaches looking at
the relationship between grammar and
social interaction. He put the following
conversational maxims: maxim of qual-
ity, maxim of quantity, maxim of rela-

tion and maxim of manner.

Politeness Principle: It is concerned with

how people use the appropriate speech
acts to protect face threating acts and be
accepted in the social context (Leech,
1983) .

Speech Act Theory has a direct relation
with the social and cultural situations. In
this way, we can say that we need to
know the relevant use of speech acts to
understand the spoken or written dis-
course, and to be politely accepted in

any speech community.

2.4. Application of Speech Act Theory in

. (F1) .
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Language Teaching:

Speech act theory is a descriptive theory.
Many researchers tried to put this theory
into practice in teaching English to EFL
learners. Knowledge of the appropriate
and accurate use of speech acts develop
the learners’ pragmatic skills, and conse-
quently their communicative competence

will be developed.

Humans are equipped with innate prag-
matic skills. They get most of the prag-
matic skills of the second language free
since some of them are universal. (Kas-
per and Rose, 2001). However, they
don’t rely on them in language learning.
(Mc Lean, 2004). Mc Lean (2004) said
that although some aspects of language
are universal, there are social and cultur-
al differences. Learners assume univers-
ality that lead to communicative

problems.

Therefore, teaching speech acts develops
the learners’ pragmatic skill, and teach-
ing pragmatic skills helps the learners to
achieve communicative goals. (Cohen
and Olshtain, 1990 and Kasper,2006). It
raised the learners > awareness to appro-
priate behavior. (Cohen and Olsh-
tain,1990). It also helps learners to
perform the function they master (Moli-
na, 2011). Moreover, teaching functional
use of speech acts develops the linguistic
competence. (Moon, 2002). In addition
to that, role-play activities develop the
learners’ intrinsic motivation. Halliwell
(1992) put the characteristics that help
young language learners to learn.

Among them is their love to talk, inter-
act, and take risks.

Teaching speech acts is done by interac-
tive authentic activities. Xiujun (2011)
affirmed that there are many speech acts
and it’s important to teach students how
to use them appropriately in an appro-
priate context. Designing activities with
these characteristics motivate the lear-
ners and satisfy their needs. Ibrahim
(2008) has also revealed that critical in-
teractive approach find the dialogue as
useful tool as it raises the learners’ intrin-
sic motivation to learn English in
authentic situations. Scholtz (2012) also
affirmed that dialogue is a social entity
since it’s a complex feedback system:
production of an utterance, reception of
the utterance, respond to the utterance
and then evaluation of the utterance. In
this way, it’s suggested to teach students
the relevant use of speech acts in contex-
tual and authentic tasks such as roleplay,
songs, videos, stories, emails.. (Molina,
2011, and Celce Murcia, 1995). These ac-
tivities develop the pragmatic skills and
consequently the communicative skills as
they give the learners the opportunity to
communicate effectively and appropri-
ately in contextualized situations.

3. Methodology of the Research:

To study the effect of teaching the func-
tional meaning of speech act on EFL
learners to develop writing and speaking
skills, I conducted the following experi-

ment:

3.1. Participants:

. (Foy) .
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Sixty students from Lebanese official
school (grades four, five and six) with
mean age eleven years old shared in this
experiment. They were divided randomly
into control and experiment groups. This
sample is chosen from a large population
which is about 118930 students in the
Lebanese official schools according to
statistics of NCERD (2011-2012).

3.2. Research Design:

This research is true experimental de-
sign. It studies the effect of teaching
speech acts on the development of the
pragmatic skills in speaking and writing.
To analyze the results, this research uses
qualitative methods (pre-posttests) and

quantitative method (questionnaire).
3.3. Procedure:

The main aim of this study is to study
the efficiency of teaching the functional
meaning of speech acts to cycle II stu-
dents to develop their writing and speak-
ing skills and increase their motivation
to learn English. The procedure took
around 30 periods, and it was divided
into three stages:

Pre activities stage (pretests): This stage

was considered as a diagnostic test to
evaluate the learners’ pragmatic knowl-
edge in writing and speaking. All the stu-
dents shared in this stage. It consisted of
three activities:

First, closed questionnaire: the learners
answered multiple-choice questions that
evaluated the learners’ previous prag-
matic knowledge. Second, writing test:
students wrote an invitation card. Third,

speaking tests: students organized
scrambled pictures, then they wrote a
dialogue and roleplay it. This roleplay
was video recorded. These activities are
of great importance as they reflect Sear-
le’s (1969) taxonomy, Grice’s (1975) con-
versation maxims and Leech’s (1983)
politeness rules.Assessment was done ac-
cording to Brown (2004) writing and
speaking checklist and Tracy’s (2010)
pragmatic checklist.

During activities stage (Exploration and

Learning stage): The students were di-

vided randomly into two groups: control
and experiment group. Only the students
in the experiments group shared in this
stage. It was divided into two parts: con-
trolled practice stage and free practice
stage. ALTE (2005) said that teachers
can start with controlled practice activ-
ities and then move to free practice activ-
ities so that learners focus on accuracy
and fluency of the language taught.

In the control practice stage, the stu-
dents were introduced to direct and in-
direct speech acts and their relevant use
in four contextualized situations adapted
from Malikova (2012): Greeting, Invit-
ing, Eating out, and Telephoning. They
practiced the use of these functions in
controlled speaking and writing activ-
ities such as arrange sentence, complete
the dialogue, and match activities. These
tasks are appropriate to EFL learners as
they help the learners to practice use of
speech acts in speaking and then in con-
trolled written activities that develop
their accuracy (Molina,2011, Kasper and
Rose,2011).
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In the free practice stage, the students
practiced the use of speech acts that they
had learnt in control practice stage in
nine activities: House seller, tourist, dia-
logue game, penguin and policeman
story, real situation, roleplay and song,
describe picture, write email, and write
feedback. These activities are adapted
from: Copland, (2012), Lavery (2001),
Jenkins (2001) and Porto (2009). During
these activities Learners practice the ap-
propriate and relevant use of speech acts
in multifunction authentic activities
using the following strategies: write dia-
logue, write email, roleplay dialogue, re-
tell a story, discuss situations, give
feedback, and problem solving activ-
ities....

Post activities stage (Evaluation Stage):

It was the assessments stage. The lear-
ners were exposed to activities that have
the same objectives as in pre stage.They
were assessed quantitatively by the same
checklists in order to assess how far the
learners had progressed. The learners
also responded to an open questionnaire
that evaluated qualitatively their atti-
tudes and motivation towards the activ-
ities used in the experiment.

These activities achieved the Lebanese
curriculum objectives as they integrate
the four language skills, and present the
cultural and social interaction (Lebanese
association, 2003). They also enabled the
learners to take risks to communicate
and interact with their peers, as well as it
helped them to be autonomous learners.
In addition to that, these activities em-

phasized the importance of drama tech-
niques to develop the pragmatic skills to
EFL learners. (Lavery, 2011 and ALTE,
2005).They also have a wide variety by
using different materials (pictures, films,
texts, songs, questionnaires....). (Baker
and Westrup, 2000). They suit all lear-
ners styles (visual, auditory, kinesthetic),
and way of interaction (individual, pair
and group).These activities take into
consideration the young learners’ needs.
Halliwel (1992) said that children are
characterized by their love to talk, inter-
act, and take risks to learn. Therefore,
teachers can easily apply them in teach-

ing.

To analyze the results, qualitative and
quantitative methods were used. For
quantitative method, SPSS 20 program
was used to analyze the results according
to t-test, correlation test and Anova test.
The t-test compared the mean and stan-
dard deviation between pre and posttest
to control and experiment groups. The
correlation test determined the signifi-
cance (r-value) to test the reliability of
the test. The Anova test was done to
show that the gender, age and grade
have no effect on the tests. For qualita-
tive research, an open questionnaire was
used. Its aim was to show to what extent
the activities has raised the learners’ in-
trinsic motivation and attitudes towards

learning English as a second language.
4. Finding:

The quantitative results affirmed the first
research hypothesis. The questionnaire
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used in the diagnostic stage showed us
that students were equipped with prag-
matic knowledge from their society. This
result affirmed Kasper and Rose (2001)
conclusions as they said that people
learn most of second language pragmatic
knowledge free. However, the results of
the pretest showed us that learners didn’t
capitalize on their previous pragmatic
skills during language learning. This af-
firmed what Mc Lean (2004) said that
although some aspects of language are
universal, there are cultural and social
differences that hinder communication.
Some learners assume universality and
use their first language skills, so they
have impolite behavior.

The T-tests results revealed that the
mean and standard deviation for stu-
dents in the experiment group are higher
than the mean and standard deviation
for students in the control group in writ-
ing and speaking tests. Therefore, teach-
ing students how and when to use
relevant speech acts in appropriate con-
textual situations developed the learners’
pragmatic skills in speaking and writing
as well as their linguistic skills. This af-
firmed Tatsuki and Houck’s (2010) con-
clusions that pragmatic skills should be
taught in classroom as learners don’t get
access to their pragmatic skills.

The correlation test results revealed the
reliability of the tests used. Therefore,
teaching the functional meaning of
speech acts in authentic situations devel-
ops the learners’ writing and speaking

skills. This result affirmed what Moon
(2002) and Molina (2011) have said that
learners should practice the use of speech
acts in authentic situations in order to
help them master the function they
learned.

The qualitative results affirmed the sec-
ond research hypothesis. The open ques-
tionnaire revealed that teaching the
speech acts raised the learners’ intrinsic
motivation and attitudes towards learn-
ing English as a second language. Ru-
bin’s (2000) admitted that role-play
activities develop communicative compe-
tence acquisition. Ibrahim (2008) also il-
lustrated that critical interactive
approach adopted the concept of dialo-
gue as useful tool to raise the learners’

intrinsic motivation.

In addition to that, the results affirmed
Austin’s (1962)and Searle’s (1969) expla-
nations to the relation between illocu-
tionary act and its felicity conditions.The
interlocutors have to produce a certain
words that have certain meaning in the
listeners intentions.

As a result, we can say that the results af-
firmed the two research hypotheses. This
research adds a piece of puzzle to the ef-
fectiveness of functional teaching of rele-
vant speech acts in appropriate
contextual situations to EFL learners in
Lebanon.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations:

According to the research questions, this
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research has concluded that EFL lear-
ners in cycle IT in the Lebanese official
schools have pragmatic problems that
delay their communication skills. To
solve this problem, this research affirmed
that teaching them the functional mean-
ing of speech act in contextualized situa-
tions could develop their linguistic and
communicative abilities and increase
their motivation to learn English as a
second language. Therefore, this re-
search suggests the following recommen-
dations that answer the research
questions: the pragmatic problems for
cycle II students, the advantages for ap-
plication of speech act theory, and how
can we put the results into practice.

First, cycle II students in the Lebanese
official school have two major problems
that hinder their communication. First,
learners have lack of self-confidence to
communicate effectively in English. They
show frequent hesitations, do not speak
fluently, and don’t use facial expressions
and body language in the speaking test.
Second, the learners have linguistic pro-
blems that affect their pragmatic devel-
opment. Students don’t know to use the
relevant utterance in appropriate situa-
tions which leads to communication pro-
blems. This affirmed what Cohen and
Olshtain (1990) have said that learners
might master the grammatical rules of
the second language, but they don’t

know how to communicate in it.

Second, teaching the functional use of
relevant and appropriate speech acts has

many advantages. It developed the lear-
ners’ linguistic and communicative com-
petence. Speech act teaching introduces
the learners to new vocabs and gramma-
tical structures that develop their linguis-
tic and pragmatic competences (Mc
Lean, 2004, Celce Murcia, 1995 and
Throsell and Zao, 2011). Moreover,
practicing roleplay in authentic activities
gives the learners the opportunity to
raise their self-confidence and intrinsic
motivation to learn English in a creative
environment. This confirmed what Sitti-
praporn (2012) and Hillyard (2010) who
said that drama techniques are helpful to
develop the learners’ self-confidence and
self-esteem as well as their language pro-
ficiency and motivation. Furthermore,
teaching speech acts in group work activ-
ities develops the learners’ team colla-
boration in the social life.

Based on these advantages, I suggest the
following recommendations to the Eng-
lish curriculum implemented in the Le-
banese Official School. EFL teachers and
book designers can consider the func-
tional teaching of speech acts in their
curriculum design in all levels as follows:

In cycle I, learners should know the ba-
sic nonnative principle needed to com-
municate (greeting, describing, asking,
responding...). Learners should be able
to express an act politely, understand
much of what heard, and be understood
at a beginning level with a native pro-

nunciation skill.

In cycle 11, learners build on cycle one
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objectives and they have to know how to
use direct and indirect speech acts. Tea-
chers should help learners to expand me-
nus, increase-scheduling abilities from
general to specific, start to deal with cur-
rency and exchanging money, improve
conversation, role-play various real life
situations using direct and indirect

speech acts.

In cycle II1, it’s suggested to give more
emphasis on various life styles. Students
can tell about their experience and make
plans to the future using relevant and ap-
propriate speech acts in relevant situa-
tions. Here, more directions are given in
the target language that move the learner
to a completely new plane using direct
and indirect speech acts to express and
interpret various real life situations (of-
fering, inviting, accepting, complaining,

refusing, suggesting.....).

A final word, Speech Act Theory is a va-
luable theory in pragmatics, which in its
turn is an indispensable part from ap-
plied linguistics. Therefore, EFL stu-
dents at their early stages have to know
the proper meaning and relevant use of
the speech acts in various situations to
communicate effectively and politely in
their real life. They need to know how
to, thank, give promises, invite, refuse,
accept..., and other functions of Searle’s
taxonomy. Teaching these functions
through writing and speaking activities
develops the learner’s pragmatic compe-
tence. It will also increase the learner’s
motivation and attitudes towards lan-

guage learning. However, this is not en-
ough; a further research is needed to
study the use and effect of speech acts in
authentic situations such as the social
media that takes the most part of com-

munication in our century.
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